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“If questioning what you thought to be true destroys it, then it was

never the truth.”
— Aaron & Steve Essary






PREFACE

When we first wrote this book in 2011, it came out of our struggle with
the fear of hell. We had been taught that humanity was born sinful,
that God was against us until a price was paid, and that most of us
would never escape judgment. The message was heavy with fear, and
it left little room for hope.

This book was our attempt to speakinto that fear with good news:
that Jesus paid the price for everyone, not just a few. That no one
is excluded. That eternal separation is not the final word. For many,
that message was a lifeline, and we still believe it is a message worth
sharing.

At the time, the language we used was the language we knew, the
framework of Jesus paying the penalty God required. Some would
call it the penal substitution model. Since then, our understanding
has continued to grow. We no longer see God as One who must be
persuaded to love us. Instead, we see His love as unconditional and
unchanging, present from the very beginning. The cross, rather than
meeting God’s demand, revealed the depth of a love that had always
been there.

Still, this book remains an important step. It helps move people
from fear to freedom, from anxiety about hell to confidence in God’s
grace. That was our goal when we first wrote it, and it remains our
goal now.

This book was first written in 2011 and originally reached only
a small circle of people. At the time, we did not have the tools or
platforms we do today to share it widely, and we eventually set it
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aside. Butin the years since, the world has changed. People are asking
new questions, and many are ready to hear that God’s love is bigger
than fear. Thatis why we believe now is the right time to release this
book again.

In this edition, we have polished the text, shortened the chapters
by adding introductions and conclusions to keep the flow moving,
and given it a fresh cover. But the heart of the book remains the same:
Jesus’ death means no one is excluded, and fear of hell no longer has
the final word.

As for the future, we know our journey is not finished. There are
many directions we may go, whether exploring themes like Daniel’s
seventy weeks, the meaning of the Lake of Fire, or other mysteries
we only touched on here. Some of these may become smaller books,
others may grow into larger works. Whatever shape they take, our
hopeis the same: to keep pointing toward a God who is bigger, better,
and more loving than we ever imagined.

We invite you to read this book as part of that unfolding journey, a
snapshot of where we were, and a foundation for where we, together,
are going.

Aaron Essary & Steve Essary Jr.
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Chapter One

AN UNSOLVED
MYSTERY

Beyond What We've Always Been Told

was a little hesitant to accept the invitation, after all 5am was

very early to get up on a Saturday. "That sounds like fun, I will
see you there" was the last thing I said as I hung up the phone and
climbed into bed. What was I getting myself into? I just finished a big
job and instead of sleeping in the next day, I was setting my alarm
clock for an even earlier time than usual. I just hoped that my friend
was right and that tomorrow would not be a big disappointment.

Trying desperately to fall asleep fast, my mind drifted to many
places. I wondered if Ms. King was happy with the work we did to
her house. That thought led me to remember that I forgot to put the
knobs on her vanity cabinet in the hall bathroom. I thought I was
done with that job, but as I began to go room to room in my mind,
I searched for anything else I might have forgotten.

Irolled over and reached for the floor with my left hand, searching
the carpet for my phone, so I could put a reminder in my calendar. I
was very disappointed when I picked it up and realized that it was
already 1:43am. I was so tempted to cancel, but he had been asking
me forever to go, so I rolled back over and made another attempt to
sleep.
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"I wonder if Ms. King is a Christian", was the very next thought I
had. Luckily, Mr. Sandman came in when he did, because it was those
types of thoughts that would normally keep me awake for the rest of
the night.

"BEEP! BEEP! BEEP! BEEP!"

Seriously? 4:15 already?

Dwayne was already packed and waiting as I pulled up in his
driveway at 4:59. He was obviously excited about our short trip. We
quickly loaded my truck and headed for the country. Several times I
thought we were lost as he led me down what seemed like a dozen or
more twisty, narrow, gravel roads.

"0k, turn left here by these railroad tracks" he said.

"You mean by this sign that says No Trespassing?" I said as I shook
my head and pressed the gas pedal, propelling us down the dirt path,
through the deep mud holes and around the tree line.

Out of view of the road, we unloaded our cargo and prepared our
coolers.

"Where is the water?" I asked, looking in every direction.

"It's just over there" he said, pointing past the tall hill that the
railroad tracks ran on. "We have to carry the boat."

Did I mention how tired I was? Sighing with dread, we loaded the
rest of our supplies inside and I grabbed my end of the 12' aluminum
boat and we began to climb the rocky hill to the tracks.

Justas wereached the peak and set the boat down to rest, I looked
over the hill where two deer were eating blackberries. I motioned to
Dwayne to look, but as 1 did, they saw me and bolted in an instant. He
barely caught their white tails as they hopped the fence and disap-
peared. I have to admit that although I was worn out from working
and not sleeping, that made me smile. We were so close to them.

We took a few more breaths and returned to our chore. "He never
told me about this part" I thought as we walked 200 feet north down
the railroad tracks and then 50 feet east down the hill on the other
side, 100 feet back south through the shallow creek then back up one
more treacherous hill.
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"Can you see the water?" he asked as we exited the wooded land-
scape into a massive field.

I was too out of breath to answer, so I nodded my head as we
walked the remaining 500 feet to the water's edge.

We each prepared our fishing poles with weights and hooks. We
arranged all of our gear and decided who would sit where and then
we launched out on the water.

As Dwayne paddled us to the first area he wanted us to try, [ was
admiring the beauty of this hole in the Earth.

The water was so clear, I could see down 12 feet or more. I had
never been fishing anywhere but muddy old ponds, so I was thrilled
to get to see dozens of fish swimming as we glided above them.

I saw largemouth bass, blue gills, turtles, and even a snake. There
was a heron off in the distance walking in the shallow water near the
bank. I saw three vultures circling in the air to the west of us. There
were frogs croaking and crickets chirping and many birds singing.
Thenitwas all interrupted by the blast of the horn from the coal train
as it made us all very aware of its arrival.

Once the train finally passed and I could hear myself think again,
I asked Dwayne, "Where do you suppose all of this came from?"

Dwayne and I had been friends for a long time, so he knew just
what I meant.

"I suppose there may have been some sort of huge explosion
around 100 billion years ago and once all of the dust settled, this stuff
just started growing" he said as he cast his bait under a nearby tree
that was growing out of the cliff in front of us.

Ilaughed asIsaid "I'm sure you're right."

We caught several nice bass that day and more bluegill than we
could count, but the best part for me was the long conversation we
had that started with some jokes about evolution, and led to all sorts
of things, from Heaven to Hell, the Garden of Eden, the New Heaven
and Earth, the coming end of the world and all of the people in our
lives that we were not sure would be included when Jesus came back
to take us all home to Heaven.

He was right. I had a blast that day. I am glad I went.
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Who is right?

The conversation Dwayne and I had that day was one I have had
many times in my life. I could never understand how anyone could
believe that this world just popped up out of nowhere and now we
live on it. Not only are we talking about simple, single celled organ-
isms becoming super complex beings with intellectual thoughts and
complicated emotions, but also we must consider all of the other
living things that spawned from nothing to support us.

For example, how did Evolution know to create honey bees at
the same time as everything else? What I mean is, without honey
bees, many of the foods we eat today would not grow. So what did
we eat in the first place? Did that first cell that sprung to life eat
dirt? Everything on this planet seems to be connected and dependent
upon something else, so how is it possible that Evolution did it all by
chance. That Evolution must be one lucky guy to pull all of this off in
any amount of time.

At the same time, I have to admit that I was not here six thousand
years ago, so I cannot testify that I saw the God of the Bible speak
this place into being. I didn't write the Bible. I have never written
anything until now, so all I can do is think about things and try to
figure out what makes sense to me.

Was the Earth created by God?

How much is this question worth, and can I phone a friend for
help?

As much as I would like to say that God did create the entire
universe in 6 days, exactly as the book of Genesis describes, I must
admit that itis a mystery. [ have always believed it was true, butI do
not have any real evidence to support my claims. Some creationists
claim to have hard evidence but so do some evolutionists.

To be honest, I am no longer interested in the debate, because of
the simple reason that both sides claim their case as facts.
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In some elementary schools, evolution and the age of our planet
is taught as a fact. In some Christian schools, creation is taught as a
fact. What is wrong with presenting both sides of the story?

Fear of the wrong side winning is my guess as to why we cannot
seem to let people make up their own minds. The evolutionists be-
lieve their theory, so they teach it as fact, hoping that someday it will
just be accepted without question. Creationists do the same.

When looking at the argument from both sides, I can now see
why each is so militant in their tactics. Evolutionists are often atheist
and do not believe in God. (At least that is my perception, so just
go with me here.) They see religion as a worthless set of rules that
are holding people back from making significant contributions to
society. Christians believe that our eternal destination is dependent
upon our choice to believe the message of the Bible and act on those
beliefs, so of course they feel compelled to press their case. Neither
side can afford to give up ground, so neither side seems willing to
even consider any evidence put forth by the opposition.

So what would happen if Christians and evolutionists actually
talked and tried to understand each other? Would the results be cat-
astrophic? Would the creationist change his mind if he heard a con-
vincing argument? Would the atheist fall to his knees and worship
God if he admitted that the other side had a good point? Although
I am sure there are exceptions to this rule, both sides seem to think
that bashing each other in the head would be the best way to settle
the argument. They might be right.

Unsolved Mysteries

No matter what you believe about the beginnings of our planet
and/or species, one thing is for sure. It is an unsolved mystery.

Will we ever know?

Maybe... Maybe not...

I do believe, however, that we will not get any closer to knowing
anything without further investigation. I'm not talking about further
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collection of one-sided evidence, but rather we need to be truth seek-
ers and start looking for the truth, no matter what we may find.

It takes time to solve mysteries. I believe there is an answer to
every question and the truth is the truth no matter who believes it.
But some truths remain unknown.

The Bible says...

Whether you believe that the Bible is the inspired word of God or just
a collection of fairy tales, it does exist. I own several copies in fact.
have 18 different translations of it on my computer. I read it all the
time, and I have frequent conversations about it with other people
all the time. You could never ever convince me that it doesn't exist.

As a matter of fact, I have never heard one person suggest that it
doesn't exist.

So, if you think about it, we all finally have something we can
agree on.

The Bible exists!

But what does it say?

Now there is a can of worms for you. Try asking that question to
the next 100 people you come across and see what they all say.

Believe it or not, even most atheists have read the Bible and have
an opinion as to what the overall messageis all about. Although there
are over 30,000 different Christian denominations, most Christians
will tell you that they know exactly what the message of the Bible is.
Are they all correct? They are all different, so what does that tell you?

Evolution is Real!

The way the Bible has been taught has been evolving since it was
first put together. It cracks me up when people now say to us that
we are questioning a 2000 year old message. The message contained
in the Bible is an unsolved mystery. As a matter of fact, the book
has not even been in distribution for much more than 500 years.
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Before that, the Catholic priests pretty much had the only copies,
and they did not believe that the common people would be able to
understand it, so they kept it to themselves. It wasn't until a man
named Martin Luther stood up to what wasin that day the "Currently
Accepted Message" or what we might call mainstream Christianity
today. Today's mainstream Christian church is the result of Luther's
Protestant Reformation.

I'm not going to bore you with the details of this reformation, but
I just want to make the point that what you hear in church today is
not what you would have heard 500, 200, or even 100 years ago.

Why?

Did the message change? Did the Bible change???

No...

Our understanding of that message is changing.

Is that good?

Most church leaders will tell you thatitis important to learn your
Bible, (as they teach it), well and always stick to your guns. They will
warn you to stay away from differing opinions, as they might lead
you astray.

Don't they understand that Martin Luther's differing opinion is
what ended the mess we were in before?

Differing opinions are not dangerous.

Being close-minded is very dangerous.

Adolph Hitler was close-minded. He believed his way was the
only right way and decided that it would be best to rid the world of
anyone not like him.

The Big Question

In early 2007, I sat down in a chair near a very close friend of mine.
She was the Youth Pastor at the church I was attending. I had been
a Youth Pastor myself and I was very interested in helping her build
her ministry up.

"What do we need to do to win more kids to Christ?" I asked her.
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With much hesitation, she proceeded to ask me the biggest ques-
tion I have ever heard in my life.

"Do you think it is possible that the message contained in the
Bible is that Jesus already saved the entire world and nobody is going
to Hell?"

She followed her question with various clarifying statements, but
I can't remember anything else about the conversation we had that
day. All  remember is getting very frustrated and very angry. I stood
up and began my usual nervous habit of pacing.

I proceeded to scold her and explain to her how important our job,
as Christians, was and how disappointed I was in her ability to fall of
the wagon so easily and... Wow! I was mad!

I ended my rant with a promise. I was going to write a short essay
to prove she was wrong.

"The nerve of some people..." I thought as I paced my way to my
room and fired up my computer.

How could she say that? We have been in the same church for
years! She was the Youth Pastor for crying out loud. Had she never
read the Bible?

I opened my computer Bible program and began to read. I knew
exactly where to go to find the evidence I needed to support my claim,
yet when I got there, the passage no longer seemed so clear cut. I
spent 3 hours that night, trying desperately to find some hardcore
evidence to stop her in her tracks. The next day I approached my
brother with the chore I had now undertaken and he agreed to help.

2 weeks and over 80 combined hours of feverish Bible study later,
Itook a deep breath and paused my brain. Why was it so hard to prove
she was wrong? Every preacher I have told this story to has agreed
with me that it should really be very easy to prove she was wrong, so
why was I having so much trouble?

It was at this point that I did what I hope that many of you will
eventually do. I prayed to God for the truth. I had been praying to
God to help me prove my point, but this time, I approached Him in a
different manner.
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"God...1 am no longer worried about trying to prove my point. All
I ask is that you now show me the truth. If I have been right all this
time, then you can show me and I will continue to preach it until I
die. Butif I am wrong, please show me the truth and no matter how
much of a fool I will seem to my friends and the world, I will change
my mind and preach what you show me."

In Acts 17:11, the Bereans are praised for being open-minded and
considering the new thoughts and ideas that were being presented to
them. It is often looked down upon when someone in the Christian
world begins to talk differently than the rest of the group. I am by no
means suggesting that you take every new thing you hear and believe
it, but at least be willing to see that you do not know everything
already.

To know everything is to be like God Himself. Do you know every-
thing? Do you have it all figured out? Obviously some people think
they do. Do you?

I used to think I knew exactly what the Bible had to say, that is
until Itried to answer the big question. It was then thatIrealized that
[ didn't know anything. It was then that I realized that my brain was
stuck in a loop that was unending.

You see, once you stop learning, you stop recording, and your
brain starts running the loop until you sound like a broken record.

The Hour We Least Expected

According to the Bible, approximately two thousand years ago there
was born a Man named Jesus. He made many claims about Himself.
He claimed to be the Son of God. He said He was here to save the
world from the punishment for their sins. He said He would finish
the work that His Father, God, had begun. He talked a lot about sin,
death, and the end of the world. One day, His followers asked Him
when He would finish His work and what the End would be like. He
told them it would happen in an hour they least expected. To this day
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many look for this hour with fear and anticipation because He said it
would be like a thief coming in the night.

The Hour We Least Expected is the moment in time where every-
thing will change. Although no one will know the hour before it
happens, will we recognize that hour after it has come and gone?
Obviously the Christian community believes that the changes that
will take place will be highly visible, so much that the entire world
will definitely know within moments of it happening. But remember
that although the Bible prophesied the coming Messiah, very few
recognized Him. And Jesus often talked very plainly about His coming
death and yet the disciples all seemed so shocked when it happened.

The end of the world is a mystery that everyone seems to be in-
terested in. Will it happen like we have been taught? Or when the
mystery is finally revealed, will we find out that what was prophesied
wasn't anything like we thought it would be?

The Currently Accepted Message

Today's mainstream Christianity teaches several things that we have
always subscribed to. In 2007, however, we were forced to reexam-
ine these common ideas and the conclusions we finally came to are
astounding. We will be examining the following common beliefs and
teachings of mainstream Christianity:
« Does the Bible say that you must believe in Jesus to go to
Heaven when you die?

« Does the Bible say that your eternal destination is your per-
sonal choice?

« Doesthe Bible say that the Earth will be physically destroyed
in the future?

« Does the Bible say that those who do not meet certain re-

quirements will burn in a lake of fire forever?
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« Does the Bible say that Jesus is coming back again?

« Does the Bible say that a rapture will take place and that
every Christian alive at that time will vanish from the earth
and fly away to heaven with him?

« When, does the Bible say, will be The Hour We Least Expect-
ed?

These questions have shaped Christianity for centuries, but what
if we've been looking at them through the wrong lens? What if the
answers aren't what we've always been told? As we dive deeper into
these mysteries, you might be surprised by what we discover about
the true nature of God's plan for humanity.






Chapter Two

WHERE OUR
DIFFERENCES BEGIN

The Foundation That Changes Everything

s we said in Chapter 1, although there are so many different

A versions of Christianity, there are a few ideas that seem to be

consistent throughout the faith. Probably the most popular among

these is the belief that a person is "saved" from the punishment for

their sins if they have personally made the choice to believe in Jesus.

In this chapter, we are going to examine this idea and other ideas
that are closely related to it.

Our existence in a nutshell...

According to the account in Genesis, God created ALL things that are
in existence. In six days, He created the Earth and the sky and all of the
living creatures in the ocean and on land. He made all of the flowers
we look at and the fruit that we eat.

Somewhere in the middle of this new world, He made a special
garden called "Eden" and in this Garden of Eden, He placed His fa-
vorite creation, man. He named this man "Adam" and He made Adam
a companion and Adam called her "Eve".

They lived in this garden where they had everything they could
ever want or need. They could do whatever they wanted to do, with
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the exception of one thing. God had placed a certain tree in the midst
of the garden. It was called the tree of "the knowledge of good and
evil". God gave them one commandment, and that was to NOT eat
the fruit of that tree.

If they did eat of that tree, God had warned them that they would
die.

Being that they were made to be creatures with a free will, they
became very curious about this tree, and with a little persuasion
from a certain snake in the grass, they disobeyed God's command
and ate the fruit. Instantly they experienced a change in their minds
and bodies. They suddenly realized that they were naked and they
became ashamed.

They hid themselves from God and when He discovered what had
happened, He made them leave the garden. This event is commonly
referred to as man's "fall" from the garden. Not only were they made
to leave the garden, but now there seemed to be a disconnection
between them and God that they could not repair. Life was very
different for them as they now had to work hard every day just to
survive.

As time passed by, they had children and their children had chil-
dren and this condition of "sin" (disobedience to God) became worse
and worse. Murder, theft, rape, adultery, and many other sinful acts
became more and more common. Although mankind had the ability
to do whatever they wanted, there was always a desire to become
close to God again.

Many generations later, God made a covenant with a man named
Moses. This covenant is called "The Law". The Law was a list of
rules or commandments that must be followed in order to regain the
righteousness that was lost by Adam.

If anyone could not keep all of the commandments of the law,
certain animal sacrifices would be made by the priest and the per-
son's sins would be forgiven. In time, it became obvious that no man
could keep this covenant with God because it was very difficultif not
impossible. Many tried and ALL failed.
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God, being a very loving Father, would not settle for the evident
outcome so He made a promise to man.

Sprinkled throughout the Old Testament there are many proph-
esies that all state that one day God would send to us a Savior. This
Savior would save us from the penalties of sin.

For hundreds of reasons that we will not be discussing in this
book, this Savior is believed by us to be Jesus of Nazareth.

Jesus lived up to the standards of the Law which is something
no one else was ever able to accomplish. Although He did nothing
wrong, the religious leaders hated Him and had Him arrested.

He stood trial and, even though his judge found no fault with
Him, He was sentenced to die by the option of His own people. They
beat Him, stripped Him, and spit in His face but despite all of this
He only loved them. They made Him carry His own cross up a long
treacherous hill where they nailed Him to it and lifted Him up to die.

While He was on the cross the sun went black and the moon
did not shine for three hours. Then as He took his final breath there
was a great earthquake and not too far from there, the curtain that
separated the priests from the "Holy of Holies" hung in the temple
ripped in two.

Those thatloved Him took and wrapped His body and placed Him
in a tomb. Three days later, still very sorrowful, they came to visit
his tomb. To their surprise, the stone that covered the entrance had
been rolled away and the tomb was empty. He appeared to many for
several days after this and then He ascended to heaven where He sits
at God's right hand.

Where our differences begin...

This much of the story is generally agreed upon. There were several
eye witnesses to confirm these physical events, but like many stories,
itis what happened behind the scenes that really matters and this is
where we now disagree with mainstream Christianity.
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We agree that, while Jesus was on the cross, the sins of the world
were placed upon Him. He paid the penalty for the sins of every man
and woman that ever was and ever would be, therefore restoring the
righteousness or "right standing" that we lost in the garden.

Here is where the differences come into play.

Mainstream Christian teachers will tell you that although Jesus
paid your debrt, it is still your responsibility to "accept" this free gift
He has given.

They say itis like a car that, although it has been given to you, you
have to pick up the keys and drive it for it to be of any use to you. The
way this is said sounds logical and therefore is easily accepted as the
truth. There are many passages in the Bible that also seem to support
this idea and we are going to take a close look at these and see if we
can understand the reasoning of mainstream Christianity.

The first verse that comes to mind to most mainstream Christians
is definitely the most famous and most quoted verse in the Bible. In
fact, it was the first verse [ was ever taught to memorize as a child. It
is John 3:16...

For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life.

Their explanation of this verse seems to make very good sense,
and to the surprise of many, we agree with their explanation, mostly.

Whoever believes in Jesus will have everlasting life and whoever
does not will perish.

We cannot deny that thisis what this verse means, but as we move
through the next few chapters we will uncover the hidden meaning
behind this thought and in order to fully understand what Jesus
meant we cannot stop reading the book of John right here at chapter
3. There are many more chapters to John's book and this issue of the
need for belief in Jesus carries on through every one of them. You will

see very soon what we mean.
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Another commonly used verse that is used to show the need for
our belief and acceptance in and of Jesus is Romans 10:9...

that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus
and believe in your heart that God has raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved.

When read alone, this verse does appear to give weight to their
idea that belief and acceptance is required. Like John 3:16, however,
this verse is not alone and as we move through the next few chapters
we will uncover what the writer truly meant when he penned this
passage.

One more verse we will deal with in the coming chapters is
2Corinthians 5:17...

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new cre-
ation; old things have passed away; behold, all
things have become new.

The use of the word "if" in this passage does seem to lend to
the idea that there are some that are not "in Christ". Again, we will
explain that this passage, when read with the rest of the chapter in
which it was included, actually makes a very different claim than
what has been commonly accepted.

But here's what might surprise you: What if these verses don't
mean what we've always been told they mean? What if there's some-
thing hidden in plain sight that changes everything about how we
understand salvation? In the next chapter, we'll dive into one of Je-
sus's most puzzling teaching methods and discover why He seemed

to make it impossible for anyone to meet His requirements.
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Chapter Three

REQUIREMENTS AND
DISQUALIFICATION

The Impossible Standards Jesus Set

any times in the New Testament the subject of eternal life
M came up as different people would ask Jesus how to obtain
it. Let's look at some of these passages and see what Jesus had to say
about the matter. First let's look at Matthew 19:16-22...

Now behold, one came and said to Him, "Good
Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have
eternal life?" So He said to him, "Why do you call
Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But
if you want to enter into life, keep the command-
ments." He said to Him, "Which ones?" Jesus said,
" 'YOU SHALL NOT MURDER,' 'YOU SHALL NOT
COMMIT ADULTERY,' 'YOU SHALL NOT STEAL,'
'YOU SHALL NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS,' '"HON-
OR YOUR FATHER AND YOUR MOTHER,' and, 'YOU
SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' "
The young man said to Him, "All these things I have
kept from my youth. What do I still lack?" Jesus said
to him, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you
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have and give to the poor, and you will have trea-
sure in heaven; and come, follow Me." But when
the young man heard that saying, he went away
sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

Here Jesus tells this man that he must follow the commandments.

If beliefin Jesus is the only requirement, then why didn't Jesus tell
him that all he had to do was believe?

Did Jesus not want this man to have eternal life?

Then the man tells Jesus that he has kept the commands and
Jesus goes and makes the requirements harder on him by suggesting
something that the man was unwilling to do.

Something just doesn't seem right here.

Even the disciples were bewildered by this. Look what they say
next and how Jesus answers them in Matthew 19:25-26...

When His disciples heard it, they were greatly as-
tonished, saying, ""Who then can be saved?" But Je-
sus looked at them and said to them, "With men
this is impossible, but with God all things are pos-
sible."

"Who then can be saved?" they ask.

Why does Jesus tell them that with men this is impossible?

According to mainstream Christianity, it is the choice of men to
believe and accept Jesus to be saved.

Why didn't Jesus explain that belief in Him was the only way?

Did He not want them to believe?

Was belief in Him impossible for them? Hmmm...

Jesus did in fact just tell the young man to obey the commands to
gain eternal life and this requirement cannot be ignored.

Let's look at other requirements Jesus mentions in His teachings.
John 3:1-15...
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There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicode-
mus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to Jesus by
night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You
are ateacher come from God; for no one can do these
signs that You do unless God is with him." Jesus
answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say
to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God." Nicodemus said to Him, "How
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a
second time into his mother's womb and be born?"
Jesus answered, ""Most assuredly, I say to you, un-
less one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spiritis
spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be
born again.' The wind blows where it wishes, and
you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it
comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who
isborn of the Spirit." Nicodemus answered and said
to Him, "How can these things be?"" Jesus answered
and said to him, "Are you the teacher of Israel, and
do not know these things? Most assuredly, I say to
you, We speak what We know and testify what We
have seen, and you do not receive Our witness. If I
have told you earthly things and you do not believe,
how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things?
No one has ascended to heaven but He who came
down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is
in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish

but have eternal life.

25
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Here, in John 3:3, Jesus explains to Nicodemus that in order to
see or enter in to God's kingdom one must be "born again". We will
explain this more in the next few chapters, but for now we just want
to note a few things.

If you read this whole passage in John 3, you will find that Jesus
never clearly explains what being "born again" means or how to
make it happen.

This makes us question again, why does Jesus give the require-
ment of being born again to Nicodemus but not the requirement of
obeying the commands?

Why didn't Jesus tell the rich young ruler that he needs to be born
again?

Why does Jesus give so many different requirements to so many
different people but never all of them to any one of them?

The fact is that Jesus is giving us hints of something bigger going
on behind the scenes. We are starting to see a pattern that we call
"requirements and disqualification.” Jesus gives a requirement then
demonstrates to the one He gives it to how he or she is disqualified
by the requirement.

As this story pertains to belief, Nicodemus comes professing that
Jesus must be of God since He was able to do all of the miracles that
he saw Jesus do.

Without any regard to Nicodemus' remarks, Jesus immediately
throws him a curve ball and teaches him something that he cannot
understand. Again, when asked to clarify the meaning and the mech-
anism of being born again, Jesus tells him that he cannot understand
it because it is a heavenly thing, like the wind blowing wherever it
will and on whomever it will.

Jesus sends him away bewildered, puzzled and unsatisfied.

Did He want to confuse Nicodemus? Again, why didn't He tell him
to simply believe in Him? Why is there always more to it or another
requirement added to the list? Let's move on.

Look here in John 5:28-29...
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Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in
which all who are in the graves will hear His voice
and come forth— those who have done good, to the
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil,
to the resurrection of condemnation.

Here Jesus says that He will judge the dead according to whether
they have done good or practiced evil.

How many of the dead do you think never practiced evil?

He is saying that they will be judged according to the Law. Once
again, this statement demonstrates that the gift of eternal life is de-
pendent on a person's ability to live according to the Law.

This was hard enough as it was, but look at what Jesus says here
in Matthew 5:21-22...

You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'YOU
SHALL NOT MURDER, and whoever murders will
be in danger of the judgment.' But I say to you that
whoever is angry with his brother without a cause
shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever
says to his brother, 'Raca!' shall be in danger of the
council. But whoever says, 'You fool!' shall be in
danger of hell fire.

We will be explaining the "judgment” and "hell fire" in the com-
ing chapters, but for now, let's focus on the increased difficulty that
Jesus brings to the commandment against murder. Here, Jesus ex-
plains that anger with others is enough to be found guilty of breaking
the Law. Matthew 5:27-28...

"You have heard that it was said to those of old,
'YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY.' But I say
to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for



28 THE HOUR WE LEAST EXPECTED

her has already committed adultery with her in his
heart.

Jesus was teaching the Law as the requirement for eternal life, and
not just the written law, but the full intent of the law.

What we are pointing out here is that belief is not the only re-
quirement Jesus mentions.

So how can mainstream Christianity say belief is the only way
when Christ so clearly says otherwise?

Once again there is something deeper happening here, about
which we will get to momentarily. Let's examine a few more require-
ments. John 6:50-58...

This is the bread which comes down from heaven,
that one may eat of it and not die. I am the living
bread which came down from heaven. If anyone
eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread
that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for
the life of the world." The Jews therefore quarreled
among themselves, saying, ""How can this Man give
us His flesh to eat?" Then Jesus said to them, "Most
assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of
the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no
life in you. Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My
blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the
last day. For My flesh is food indeed, and My blood
is drink indeed. He who eats My flesh and drinks
My blood abides in Me, and I in him. As the living
Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so
he who feeds on Me will live because of Me. This is
the bread which came down from heaven—not as
your fathers ate the manna, and are dead. He who
eats this bread will live forever."
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Looking back on Jesus' words it is easy for us to see that He was
speaking metaphorically. The Jews of the day, however, did not un-
derstand this. Jesus told them that they would have to eat His flesh
and drink His blood in order to obtain eternal life. The word contin-
ues on to show how this saying offended many. John 6:59-66...

These things He said in the synagogue as He taught
in Capernaum. Therefore many of His disciples,
when they heard this, said, "This is a hard saying;
who can understand it?" When Jesus knew in Him-
self that His disciples complained about this, He
said to them, "Does this offend you? What then if
you should see the Son of Man ascend where He was
before? Itis the Spirit who giveslife; the flesh profits
nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit,
and they are life. But there are some of you who
do not believe." For Jesus knew from the beginning
who they were who did not believe, and who would
betray Him. And He said, "Therefore I have said to
you that no one can come to Me unless it has been
granted to him by My Father." From that time many
of His disciples went back and walked with Him no

more.

So again, Jesus gives a requirement that no one was willing to
fulfill and by doing so many went away and did not follow Him
anymore.

Why on earth would Jesus not clarify to these people what He
means when He says all of this? If belief was so important why did
He chase so many away with His teachings? Did He not love them
enough to give them a real chance? Could He not explain to them
what He really meant?
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He has already said the requirements to gain eternal life are to
obey the commands, sell all and give to the poor, become born again
(without explanation), and now eat His flesh and drink His blood?

Mainstream Christianity will tell you thatin order to get to Heav-
en, you must believe in Jesus.

If you ask them why, they will tell you "because Jesus said you
must" (in accordance with John 3:16), but like we said before, main-
stream Christianity cannot say that we only have to believe when
Christ not only mentions belief but specifically mentions these other
requirements as the means in which mankind was to obtain eternal
life.

So why don't we hear mainstream Christian leaders teaching the
Law as Jesus did?

Mostmainstream Christians believe that we do notlive according
to the Old Covenant, or the Law, any longer, but we now live by the
New Covenant, or Grace, that was given to us by Jesus. Then they will
say that the only requirement, for that Grace to be applied to your life,
is to believe in Him, because He said that you must.

So again, our point is that you cannot point out Jesus words
concerning belief, but ignore ALL of the other requirements that He
speaks of.

There is a mystery here. It is not easy to understand, but once you

see it, you will know it is true.



Chapter Four

CouLD THEY BELIEVE?

When Even the Disciples Couldn't Qualify

o the point we are trying to make here is that Jesus says that the

S requirements that must be metin order to receive eternal life go
way beyond belief. That means that believing in Jesus cannot be the
only thing that we must do to get eternal life.

So if we cannot fulfill all of the other requirements that Jesus
mentions, can we really fulfill the belief requirement?

Could the disciples?

They were the ones who walked right beside Him day in and day
out. If anyone could truly believe in Him it would be them, right? Let's
finish this passage found in John 6:67-71...

Then Jesus said to the twelve, '""Do you also want to
go away?" But Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord,
to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal
life. Also we have come to believe and know that
You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." Jesus
answered them, ""Did I not choose you, the twelve,
and one of youis adevil?'" He spoke of Judas Iscariot,
the son of Simon, for it was he who would betray
Him, being one of the twelve.
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Notice Jesus' response when Peter tells Him that they, the twelve,
believe in Him. He sharply points out that He chose them on purpose
and that one of them was even a devil thus really saying that He
knows that they do not believe in Him.

We will show you that He mentions this over and over as we move
forward through the rest of this chapter. He often says "you must
believe..." and then "but you do not"

The Work of Belief

Look at what the Apostle Paul says in Ephesians 2:8-9...

For by grace you are saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works,

lest anyone should boast.

Paul says that we are saved by grace, not of works or deeds or
keeping the law, but by grace only.

So if we cannot get to heaven by keeping the law why did Jesus
teach this as a requirement in some places, but in John 3 he teaches
about belief only?

This seems very peculiar, as does this next verse...John 6:28-29...

Then they said to Him, '""What shall we do, that we
may work the works of God?" Jesus answered and
said to them, "This is the work of God, that you
believe in Him whom He sent."

In this passage, Jesus tells them that belief in Him is a work.

This may not seem like a big deal to many readers, but after hear-
ing your whole life that you are saved by grace and NOT through
works we have become sensitive to this kind of statement.

So is believing in Jesus a "work"?
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Every mainstream Christian I have debated with before writing
this book, says no.

They say we are saved by faith and not works, but then we see
Jesus say that believing in Him is work, it seems a little ironic. As a
matter of fact, they look shocked when I ask this question, or when I
sometimes just suggest this to be the case. But seriously, is belief in
Him a work?

It seems thatif it were not a work that it should be something that
is easy to do, right?

If it is so easy, then why did the disciples have so much trouble
accomplishing this? After all, they were with Him constantly. They
saw with their own two eyes the miracles He did, yet Jesus says that
they don't believe. How is this possible?

If you read the book of James you will find that faith without
works is dead. What does that mean? It means that actions speak
louder than words. The disciples told Jesus several times that they
believed, and He responded to them the same way each time, includ-
ing this time in John 16:29-32...

His disciples said to Him, ""See, now You are speak-
ing plainly, and using no figure of speech! Now
we are sure that You know all things, and have
no need that anyone should question You. By this
we believe that You came forth from God." Jesus
answered them, "Do you now believe? Indeed the
hour is coming, yes, has now come, that you will be
scattered, each to his own, and will leave Me alone.
And yet I am not alone, because the Father is with
Me.

So you see, merely saying that you believe is not good enough.
Your actions have to follow suit. The disciples cast out demons and
healed people too, yet Jesus said that their level of faith was not
enough.
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Why?

Because the requirement was actually faith without doubt which
is something that was impossible for them?

You see, if one really believes without doubt then obeying all of
the commandments like selling all you have and giving it to the poor
and leaving everything behind would be easy.

So why would Jesus set the standard so impossibly high, as if the
law wasn't hard enough?

Let'slook ahead just a little at a passage that deals with belief and
works of the law in regards to the end times. Matthew 7:22-23...

Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have
we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demonsin
Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?'
And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you;
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'

How could anyone who has the ability to prophesy and to cast out
demons not believe?

Nonbelievers, in the terms of mainstream Christianity, would not
even know to do such a thing would they?

So even supernatural practices cannot be counted as proof of be-
lieving to the extent that Jesus' requirement of belief demands. The
fact that Jesus explains this to His disciples not too long before he
sends them out to cast out devilsis also a hint of something else going
on that we will explain more throughout this book.

They Could Not Believe

There is another reason they had trouble believing. This one, at first,
seemed to be even more unusual to me. Look here in Matthew 13:3
4-35...
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All these things Jesus spoke to the multitude in
parables; and without a parable He did not speak to
them, thatitmightbe fulfilled which was spoken by
the prophet, saying: "I WILL OPEN MY MOUTH IN
PARABLES; I WILL UTTER THINGS KEPT SECRET
FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD."

Jesus ALWAYS taught in parables about things that were kept
secret from the beginning of time. I was taught in Sunday school
that Jesus used this form of teaching so that people would better
understand what He was trying to tell them. That is not even close
to the case though. Look at this passage in Matthew 13:13-15...

Therefore I speak to them in parables, because
seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not
hear, nor do they understand. And in them the
prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: '"HEAR-
ING YOU WILL HEAR AND SHALL NOT UNDER-
STAND, AND SEEING YOU WILL SEE AND NOT
PERCEIVE; FOR THE HEARTS OF THIS PEOPLE
HAVE GROWN DULL. THEIR EARS ARE HARD OF
HEARING, AND THEIR EYES THEY HAVE CLOSED,
LEST THEY SHOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND
HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, LEST THEY SHOULD UN-
DERSTAND WITH THEIR HEARTS AND TURN, SO
THAT I SHOULD HEAL THEM.'

This passage suggests that Jesus taught in parables TO CONFUSE
THEM!

Why would He want to confuse them?

Does He not want them to believe? It sure does not seem like
it would benefit anyone not to believe. Check out this very similar
passage in John 12: 37-41...
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But although He had done so many signs before
them, they did not believe in Him, that the word
of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which
he spoke: "LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR RE-
PORT? AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF THE
LORD BEEN REVEALED?" Therefore they could
not believe, because Isaiah said again: "HE HAS
BLINDED THEIR EYES AND HARDENED THEIR
HEARTS, LEST THEY SHOULD SEE WITH THEIR
EYES, LEST THEY SHOULD UNDERSTAND WITH
THEIR HEARTS AND TURN, SO THAT I SHOULD
HEAL THEM." These things Isaiah said when he
saw His glory and spoke of Him.

Why would God blind their eyes and harden their hearts and keep
them from believing?

It seems that there is a bit of bad tag teaming going on here that,
at first glance, doesn't make sense.

On one hand we have Jesus saying that belief is a must, and on
the other hand we have God with His big hands covering their eyes
so that it is impossible to believe.

What is wrong with this picture?

The answer is nothing!

Thereis a very good reason that God had for keeping people in the
dark which we are about to point out.

Itis a mystery, a secret kept from the beginning of time.

Not everything in the Bible is cut and dry.

Many Christians read the Bible and pick up on the first thing that
comes to mind, just like when we read John 3:16. This verse makes it
sound like a very bad thing to be caught not believing, but like much
of the Bible, the meanings to these words are hidden just barely out
of reach.
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It takes an open mind and "out of the box" thinking to dig a little
deeper and search the meanings of the text.
Keep reading, because it will all make sense really soon.

Was Belief a Requirement Before or After the Cross?

Some mainstream Christians say that the "other" requirements for
gaining eternal life were taught because the people were still under
the Law since Jesus had not given them the New Covenant yet. They
say that now the only requirement left of all of the law is to believe.
We agree that until Jesus died people were under the Law, but look
how Jesus worded this in John 3:18...

He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he
who does not believe is condemned already, be-
cause he has not believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God.

Here Jesus says that whoever doesn't believe is condemned al-
ready.

But this is long before the cross.

Why doesn't He say that AFTER the cross, they will have an op-
portunity to believe?

Look at this in John 5:24...

"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My
word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlast-
ing life, and shall not come into judgment, but has
passed from death into life.

Here Jesus says "passed" as in past tense, as in it has already
happened.
Again, this is before the cross.
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He is saying that if one believed in Him, even prior to the events
of the cross, then they would have passed from death to life already.

What would happen if one was to believe in Jesus before He died
on the cross?

Jesus is telling them they must believe or else.

What if they did?

You see, none of them even knew He was going to die yet.

All they heard was "The Kingdom of God is coming" and "You
must believe".

He never said, "After I die, you must believe", in fact, He was
already telling them that it was too late.

He also did not say anything to clear up the matter like "After I die,
then the belief requirement will be the only one that remains."

Like we said earlier, it is a mystery and the answers are in the
details.



Chapter Five

THE MYSTERY IS
REVEALED

The Big Switch That Changed Everything

nJohn 7 and 8, Jesus gives us some very good hints as to how this

whole thing is going to go down. Up until now, we have seen over
and over that Jesus was telling them that they had better believe, or
they would perish. Even though belief was so stressed to them, Jesus
always concluded that their level of belief was not enough to qualify
them. John 7:33-34...

Then Jesus said to them, "I shall be with you a little
while longer, and then I go to Him who sent Me. You
will seek Me and not find Me, and where I am you
cannot come."

This statement made them wonder what He meant. Where was
He going? Why couldn't they go? Again in John 8:21-24...

Then Jesus said to them again, "I am going away,
and you will seek Me, and will die in your sin.
Where I go you cannot come." So the Jews said,
"will He kill Himself, because He says, '"Where I
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go you cannot come'?"" And He said to them, "You
are from beneath; I am from above. You are of this
world; I am not of this world. Therefore I said to
you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not

believe that I am He, you will die in your sins."

See the underlined passage..."for if you do not believe that [ am

He, you will die in your sins." Can you see it yet? Let me restate this

in my own words...

"I am leaving, but instead of coming with Me, you will die in your
sins. That is unless you believe in Me, you will die in your sins."

Again...

"I am going somewhere you cannot go, because you do not believe
in Me. Instead of going with me, you will die in your sins."

Still don't see it? Let's look a few verses past this and see if it
becomes clear. John 8:28-29...

Then Jesus said to them, "When you lift up the Son
of Man, then you will know that I am He, and that
I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me,
I speak these things. And He who sent Me is with
Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I always
do those things that please Him."

"When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that
I am He" Jesus says here that what He means will become clear
when He is lifted up. What does He mean by "lifted up''? He is
referring to His death on the cross. He is saying that when you
lift Me up on the cross, the meanings of these things will become
evident.

So again...

"I am getting ready to leave" (die on the cross)

"You cannot go with Me" (this was His job to do alone)

"Instead, you will die in your sins" (Because they did not believe)
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Again...

"I am going to die on the cross and you are going to die in your
sins"

You seg, it is not a matter of whether or not they would perish as
a result of their disbelief, but rather a "when" and "how" matter.

"When" they die is at the cross when He left them, or when He
died.

"How" they died is "in their sins".

When Jesus died, whoever did not believe in Him died in their
sins, which not so coincidentally was everyone.

Christians today say they believe, but like we read above, so did
the disciples, but Jesus said they didn't. Besides, today is different
than their day, because the requirement of belief was to escape dying
in their sins when He left at the cross. He was not talking about
believing in Him after He did His work. He was saying, "believe in Me
or when I die, you will die in your sins."

Let's look at John 3:16 again.

For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life.

This statement comes from Jesus near the beginning of His min-
istry. As time moves forward He slowly reveals that they cannot and
do not believe. So that means that no one could receive eternal life
through belief. So if anyone is to obtain eternal life it would have to
come by another means.

As it turns out, this is the entire point of the matter!

Jesus disqualified everyone through His fierce application of an
already fierce and unmerciful law.

He made it so that no one could qualify to receive eternal life on
their own. He, in essence, took away the hope of eternal life from all
of mankind.
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Think about that for a moment. He came teaching people who
were already under the law that the law in its fullness, including
the new requirement of belief, was the only way to get into heaven.
When the end came, no one qualified through the work of the law, so
everyone died in their sins.

The Big Switch

So now that Jesus has died, and those who remain here (which was
everyone else except for Him) died in their sins, what way is left for
inheriting eternal life?

Again, thisis the point we are trying to make. Jesus made it so that
He was the only one that could redeem mankind from their sins.

He listed the qualifications for earning eternal life so that
mankind would know beyond the shadow of a doubt that earning
eternal life is impossible.

This brings us to the most climactic point in time in all of human
history.

When the time came for those without sin to be granted eter-
nal life and for those with sin to be punished Jesus stepped in and
made what we call the "Big Switch". That is when He took the sin of
mankind upon Himself and for the first time since the garden of Eden,
mankind was sinless.

While Jesus carried our sin, the punishment came and the only
one deserving of punishment at that time was the sin bearer.

He knew the wrath was coming.

He knew the punishment was coming.

He knew that the peoples of earth, past, present and future, were
about to receive the guilty verdict and face wrath and death.

Then in that moment and with all love and compassion, He
stepped in and switched places with us and took all of the wrath, the
punishment, and the guilt for us.

This is why God wouldn't allow someone the ability to believe.
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If they had believed then He would have been forced to "heal"
them, or make them whole.

The "Big Switch" wouldn't work if anyone had qualified on their
own. So the fact that no one believed was a gift to ALL.

Our "imperfections" as a race are indeed a gift. We are made "im-
perfect" so that He could show His mercy upon us.

When Jesus Died, ALL Died!

Though we feel that the words and actions of Christ prove this to be
the case, we would like to examine other placesin the New Testament
that support our claims. Look what Paul says in (MKJV) Romans
11:32...

For God has shut up all in unbelief, so that He might
show mercy to all.

If youread all of Romans 11, you will find that Paul is talking about
the gift of redemption. He is saying that the Gentiles (non-Jews)
didn't believe in God before Jesus came. The Jews were His chosen
people, but because they didn't believe in Jesus, their Savior, God's
promise also passed to the Gentiles as well. Therefore it was benefi-
cial for ALL that NONE believed.

Look here in 2Corinthians 5:14...

For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge
thus: that if One died for all, then all died;

It seems that Paul came to the same conclusion. If one man, Jesus,
died in place of mankind, then we, ALL of mankind, died as well.

It is simple mathematics. If J (Jesus) represents X (every man),
then J=X, and whatever happens to ], also happens to X, right? Jesus
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(J) represented every man (X) at the cross. When He died, everything
He represented died also.

Right now, we are talking about people, but later, we will be talk-
ing about what else Jesus represented that died when He died.

So why would it be beneficial for everyone to die when He died?

God's scales are honest. He is loving and merciful, but He is also
just.

(This argument is often used against us in debates, but we believe
that this fact lends to our argument quite well.)

He is just and so demands Justice.

If there is a crime, there should be a penalty, and that penalty
should equal the crime, right? An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth...

So how is Justice served if no man is punished for their sins?

Itis simple. Jesus (J) represented every man (X) at the cross. When
J died, X died.

The Bible tells us, and mostif not all mainstream Christians agree,
that when Jesus died on the cross He took upon Himself the sins of
the world.

If J=X, and S represents sin, then JS=XS. Jesus, with the sins of
the world upon Him, is equal to every man with every single sin ever
committed.

If this is true, then when Jesus was punished by death for the sins
of the world, His punishment was also applied to man and man died
too.

You see, Jesus never physically sinned, yet He was punished.

We were not punished although we physically sinned.

Jesus was our representative.

Was Jesus’ Sacrifice Enough??

If I told you that I just changed the oil in my car, it really wouldn't
matter if you believed me or not. I either did or I didn't and your belief
or acceptance of this will not change the outcome.

It is the same with Jesus.
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The Bible says that He saved the World and your belief or accep-
tance or lack of either has no bearing on whether or not this is really
the case.

I am aware that some gifts require acceptance, but hopefully by
the end of this book you will see that not all gifts require acceptance.

In fact, some gifts cannot be turned down, no matter what!

The bigger question I finally found myself asking is "Did God
accept Christ's sacrifice?"

Let's read this account in Isaiah 53. This was written hundreds of
years before Jesus lived, and yet it very accurately describes the plan
that was fulfilled in Christ...Isaiah 53...

Who has believed our report? And to whom has
the arm of the LORD been revealed? For He shall
grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as aroot
out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness;
And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we
should desire Him. He is despised and rejected by
men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.
And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was
despised, and we did not esteem Him. Surely He has
borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we
esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflict-
ed. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He
was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for
our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; We have
turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD
has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was op-
pressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His
mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And
as a sheep before its shearersis silent, So He opened
not His mouth. He was taken from prison and from
judgment, And who will declare His generation?
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For He was cut off from the land of the living; For
the transgressions of My people He was stricken.
And they made His grave with the wicked— But
with the rich at His death, Because He had done no
violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth. Yet it
pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to
grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin,
He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And
the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand.
He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By
His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify
many, For He shall bear their iniquities. Therefore
I will divide Him a portion with the great, And He
shall divide the spoil with the strong, Because He
poured out His soul unto death, And He was num-
bered with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of
many, And made intercession for the transgressors.

Jesus' sacrifice satisfied God!

Is that not enough?

Jesus took His blood to the Father and offered it for the forgiveness
of ALL!

God has accepted His payment of our debt!

Does He now demand payment from me?

Where is Justice if Jesus represents every man (every non-be-
lieving man at that), and was punished, but then God still requires
punishment for sins committed by unbelieving men?

Did Jesus die for believers, or unbelievers?

Look at Romans 5:6-8...

For when we were still without strength, in due
time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for
a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a
good man someone would even dare to die. But God
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demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Christ died for sinners. Christians call themselves "believers" (al-
though no one "truly" believed before, not even the disciples), and
they say that they are no longer sinners because of their belief. But
Paul says that Jesus died for the sinners. Look at verse 10...

For if when we were enemies we were reconciled
to God through the death of His Son, much more,
having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His
life.

Paul, again, says that we were reconciled to God when we were
His enemies.

He did not say that the day we became God's friend He was friend-
ly back and therefore reconciled our relationship.

NO, God made the first move.

We were taught that when we believe, then we are reconciled to
God, but what we see here is reconciliation on God's part first, then
if believing happens the friendship is realized.

He forgave us long before we ever knew Him. He is not waiting on
our move. He desires for us to know of His Love and Mercy, but the
Love and Mercy is there whether or not we ever acknowledge it.

I had a friend just the other day say that Heaven is like a scenario
she was going through. She let some friends stay in her home for
a little while and apparently the children were very disrespectful.
Because of this disrespect, she has not allowed these people to return
to her home. I certainly do not blame her for this. I wouldn'tlet them
stay in my home either.

But God is different. He treats His enemies better than they treat
Him, or they deserve to be treated.

Just like Paul says here in Romans 5, no one wants to die, but for a
good person or a friend, one might be willing to do so.
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What makes Jesus better than any of us is His willingness to die
for those who hate Him. The very people that punched Him in the
face and spit in His eyes, and whipped Him over and over were the
same people that He represented when He died.

Our Representative

Let's look for more evidence of Jesus representing every man at the
cross... Hebrews 2:9...

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than
the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with
glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might
taste death for everyone.

Here again, Paul says Jesus tasted death for ALL. So, Christ died
for ALL, and represented ALL at His death.

How does that effect our eternity?

Like we stated earlier, whatever happens to Christ happens to
man because He represented ALL men.

Jesus died on the cross and we died also.

Three and a half days later He is discovered to be alive again.

So, if J=X, then ALL of mankind, who died with Christ, were given
new life when Christ was also given new life at His resurrection.
Ephesians 2:4-6...

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great
love with which He loved us, even when we were
dead in trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us
up together, and made us sit together in the heav-
enly places in Christ Jesus,
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Here Paul says that when we were dead in our sins God made us
alive together with Christ. We just read that Jesus said that when He
dies on the cross, man would die in their sins. Look how this verse
reads in the NLT...

But God is so rich in mercy, that even while we
were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when
he raised Christ from the dead, (It is only by God's
special favor that you have been saved!) For he has
raised us from the dead along with Christ, and we
are seated with him in the heavenly realms- all be-

cause we are one with Christ Jesus.

You see, Jesus said in John 8 that He was going to leave (at the
cross). Instead of going with Him, He told them that they would die in
their sins because of their unbelief. Here, Paul says that while we were
dead in our sins (when Jesus was dead), God made us ALIVE when He
made Christ come to Life at His resurrection! We were given new life
when Christ was raised, not after we said a prayer and confessed to

believe it.






Chapter Six

SEEMINGLY
CONTRADICTORY

The Context That Changes Everything

o what do we do about the Bible verses that seem to contradict
S our claim?

Just like what we hope you do when you find a verse that seems
to contradict what you think is true, we have chosen to dive into the
passage in question, rather than run from it.

One of the first verses to come up in our debates, (after John 3:16
of course), is Romans 10:9. We mentioned this verse earlier because
it does seem to contradict our view... thatis until you look atit a little

closer. Romans 10:9...

that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus
and believe in your heart that God has raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved.

After spending years in mainstream Christian churches, I was
very familiar with the word "saved". We were taught that one is
"saved" from Hell when they say the sinners prayer, (which we will be
looking into very closely in the upcoming chapters). As you know by
now, we believe that ALL were saved from the penalties of sin when
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Jesus died and rose again. So what does Paul mean by "saved" here
in Romans 10:97 The answer, like ALL the answers, will only appear
during close examination.

Let's look at a few other verses leading up to verse 9. Romans
10:1...

Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for
Israel is that they may be saved.

There is that word "saved" again. Paul says here that it is his wish
that Israel would be saved, but saved from what? verse 2...

For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for
God, but not according to knowledge.

He says that Israel has a zeal for God, but their knowledge is
limited. What knowledge do they lack?

For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and
seeking to establish their own righteousness, have
not submitted to the righteousness of God.

He says they lack knowledge of God's righteousness.

He didn't say that they were having trouble conforming to a cer-
tain standard. He said their problem was their lack of knowledge.

You see, the Jews were still trying to follow the Law of Moses,
which like we said earlier is impossible. Paul has been teaching all
through this letter to the Romans about the Law and the New Right-
eousness that is apart from the Law (Romans 3:21). Here in chapter
10, he is simply stating that he desires for his Jewish people to come
to this knowledge.

Why?

Because it is salvation from the Law. Romans 10:4...
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For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to
everyone who believes.

In other words, if you believe in Christ, your need to follow the law
in order to obtain righteousness is eliminated.

You are saved from the miserably impossible task of following the
law. It is so simple. Paul is saying in Romans 10:9 that if you believe
in your heart and confess with your mouth that Jesus is the Savior,
then you will realize that He gave you your right standing with God
and you are required to do nothing to obtain it.

The Jews rejected Christ, therefore they did not have the knowl-
edge that Jesus had already obtained their eternal life for them,
therefore they were still trying to obtain a right standing with God
on their own, by following the Law.

You cannot find life (real, true abundantlife) by trying to conform
to an impossible standard and attempting to impress God with your
feeble efforts. This path will only lead to misery and destruction.
Many have tried, and ALL have failed in their attempt to enter God's
kingdom by this gate.

Thereis a gate however thatleads tolife, and thatis what Paul was
hoping that his people would discover. This is also the point of the
passages found in Acts 10:43 and Romans 1:16. Paul is simply noting
the benefits of believing and accepting what Christ has done for us.
He is not saying that your unbelief nullifies the work He did. This
same thought is confirmed again in 1Timothy 4:9-10...

This is a faithful saying and worthy of all accep-
tance. For to this end we both labor and suffer re-
proach, because we trust in the living God, who is
the Savior of all men, especially of those who be-
lieve.
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Jesus "saved" the World, but obviously not everyone believes that
or even has any knowledge of the fact.

Look at this passage where Paul describes a ministry of death
versus Christ's ministry that is of Life. 2Corinthians 3:3-17...

clearly you are an epistle of Christ, ministered by
us, written not with ink but by the Spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets
of flesh, that is, of the heart. And we have such
trust through Christ toward God. Not that we are
sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as be-
ing from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God,
who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new
covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the
letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. But if the min-
istry of death, written and engraved on stones, was
glorious, so that the children of Israel could not
look steadily at the face of Moses because of the
glory of his countenance, which glory was pass-
ing away, how will the ministry of the Spirit not
be more glorious? For if the ministry of condem-
nation had glory, the ministry of righteousness ex-
ceeds much more in glory. For even what was made
glorious had no glory in this respect, because of
the glory that excels. For if what is passing away
was glorious, what remains is much more glorious.
Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great
boldness of speech—unlike Moses, who put a veil
over his face so that the children of Israel could not
look steadily at the end of what was passing away.
But their minds were blinded. For until this day the
same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old
Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ.
But even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies
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on their heart. Nevertheless when one turns to the
Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the
Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
liberty.

There is a lot to consider in the above passage.

First of all, Paul clearly describes the 10 commandments and the
Law when he says that the New Covenant is not like the one written
on stone tablets. He says that that covenant is Moses' ministry of
DEATH and Condemnation! He also says that when we look to Moses'
covenant for our righteousness, we have a veil on our hearts.

This is exactly what he was talking about in Romans 10.

Paul's people, the Jews, were looking to Moses for their right
standing with God. This caused them to miss the New Covenant that
Jesus acquired for us. Not that they would not receive the benefits
upon their death, but they surely would not be enjoying the knowl-
edge that Jesus' sacrifice has made us free from the Law.

The New Covenant is Life, while the Old Covenant (which many
still attempt to follow) is Death and destruction.

Jesus mentions these two paths in a parable. Matthew 7:13-14...

"Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and
broad is the way thatleads to destruction, and there
are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate
and difficultis the way which leads to life, and there
are few who find it.

The first time [ was shown this passage, I was told that Jesus was
saying that "sinners have it easy, and so they go in through the wide
gate, but we Christians must take the difficult, narrow path thatleads
to life". That is probably what most people see when they read this
passage, but remember, Jesus taught in parables that are mysterious.
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If you find the answer to the riddle in the first 10 seconds of read-
ingityou are either really smart or you were only seeing what appears
on the surface.

In this passage, it is very easy to interpret Jesus teaching as a
warning to follow the Law to receive life, but like ALL of His parables,
there is a degree of hindsight that must be considered when search-
ing for the answers. Jesus was teaching in parables about the King-
dom of God, but there were parts of the plan that were hidden from
them at the present time. It isn't until after the events of the cross
and resurrection that we can look back and see what He meant by
those things. Obviously He is teaching about two paths, one leading
to life and one to destruction. Paul continues this theme in many of
his writings, comparing the path of Moses' Law that leads to death
and the path to Life that Jesus blazed for us.

Surely you can see that many have found the wide path the main-
stream Christian follows and, with all of the rules and regulations,
this path leads to their destruction. Very few have ever realized that
Jesus did it all for you and you don't even have to try.

God is pleased with you, even on your worst days. Knowing this
is uncommon and is the key to having Life!

The Misleading "IF"

Look at this verse that we mentioned earlier. It is quite popular to
mainstream Christian teachers...2Corinthians 5:17...

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new cre-
ation; old things have passed away; behold, all
things have become new.

In all my years in church, I heard this one verse quoted by itself
hundreds of times. It is almost always used to explain the main-
stream Christian theory that when an individual makes the good
decision to accept Christ, then and only then do they become a new
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creature or are given new life. The use of "if" and "anyone" in this
passage seems to support this claim, but when read with the verses
before it, look what happens...

2Corinthians 5:14-21...

For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge
thus: that if One died for all, then all died; and
He died for all, that those who live should live no
longer for themselves, but for Him who died for
them and rose again. Therefore, from now on, we
regard no one according to the flesh. Even though
we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet
now we know Him thus no longer. Therefore, if
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things
have passed away; behold, all things have become
new. Now all things are of God, who has reconciled
us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us
the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was
in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not im-
puting their trespasses to them, and has committed
to us the word of reconciliation. Now then, we are
ambassadors for Christ, as though God were plead-
ing through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf,
be reconciled to God. For He made Him who knew
no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.

Go ahead and read this passage again, slowly and many times.
You will find that Paul is saying that because Jesus died for ALL, then
ALL died, and if anyone is in Christ, he is made new.

There are two "if"s underlined in the passage. Neither of them are
there to signify doubt or a chance thatit will or did nothappen. These
are "If/Then" statements. Paul is simply saying that IF Christ died for
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ALL, (and we know He did) - THEN ALL died in Christ, and ALL are
made alive as New Creatures.

Look at the end of this passage again. It says "For He has made
Him who knew no sin, to be sin for us, that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.".

The word "might" in this sentence has also been used by main-
stream Christian teachers to suggest that this means this "might" not
happen. But if you read it slowly, it soon becomes obvious that this
"might" is used to show intention just like the IF/THEN statements.

JustasIsay, "I am going to town that I might get some milk". I am
not saying that I think this might not happen. I know there will be
milk at the store. I know I have enough money in my pocket to buy it.
I am merely saying that the purpose of my trip is to get milk.

In this passage, Paul is merely stating that the purpose of God
making Jesus, the one who did not sin to be sin for us, or in our place,
was so that we would become the righteousness of God in Him.

When Jesus represented us on the cross, the sins of the world
were added to Him and the punishment He endured as the result was
credited to us as a paid debt, making us righteous.

Reading the verse again, 2Corinthians 5:17...

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new cre-
ation; old things have passed away; behold, all
things have become new.

The "Old things" that passed away are the Law and now Every-
thing has been made New in the light of the New Covenant. We will
be talking more about New and Old things throughout this book,
but one of my favorite Old/New comparisons will come in Section 3
where we will show you something Old that was made New in the
book of Revelations.

Until then, let's keep going. Romans 6:4-11...
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Therefore we were buried with Him through bap-
tism into death, that just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life. For if we have been
united together in the likeness of His death, cer-
tainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resur-
rection, knowing this, that our old man was cruci-
fied with Him, that the body of sin might be done
away with, that we should no longer be slaves of
sin. For he who has died has been freed from sin.
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall
also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having
been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no
longer has dominion over Him. For the death that
He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that
He lives, He lives to God. Likewise you also, reckon
yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This passage is much like the one we just read from 2Corinthians
5. Paul is again assuring us that when Jesus died at the cross, ALL of
us died. We were symbolically buried with Him into death and when
He rose from the dead, we were given New Life.

Look closely at verse 6... "knowing this, that our old man was
crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with..."

When something is "done away with", it is discarded.

When Jesus was on the cross, the sins of the entire world were on
Him. His body died and therefore, the "body" of sin was done away
with.

When Jesus rose again, He had a glorified body because He was
made new.

In section 4, we will show you more symbolic proof of how the
"body of sin" has been discarded and destroyed by fire in one of the
most controversial passages of the Bible.
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Obvious Tampering...

Many times during our debates, we will argue the point that belief
is a "pre-cross" issue. In defense, we are often presented with this
passage found in Mark 16:15-16...

And He said to them, "Go into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes
and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not
believe will be condemned.

I will admit that for a little while, early in my studies, this passage
had me stumped. It was the only one that I couldn't hurdle. Like all
the others, we chose to confront the passage and see if there was
perhaps something more to it than what we were seeing. Because I
do a lot of studying on my computer Bible, I do not have footnotes
to read. I do however keep a few hardcopies of the book around. It
just so happens that while I was staring at this passage, I thought I
might see what the footnotes in my paper copy said. I also urge you
to find a copy of the Bible with footnotes, or search Mark 16:9-20 on
the internet. You will find, as I did, that this passage was not found
in the oldest of manuscripts, but appears to be added by somebody.
How is that for trusting the "Bible"? You see, as we said before, when
you read any English copy of the Bible, you are not reading what the
authors penned, but rather what a group of translators thought it
meant. If you could trust any one of the English Bibles, which would
it be? You cannot say ALL of them, because there are obvious differ-
ences in them all. Without comparing every passage to the originals,
you can't really take any of it at face value. You must be willing to dig
deeper to find the answers.

The Rich Man
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Belief in Christ, for the purpose of obtaining eternal life, is a pre-cross
issue. No one, includingJesus' own disciples, could do it. Yet today we
have millions of mainstream Christians now saying, as the disciples
did then, that they believe and that their belief qualifies them.

Belief in Christ is very valuable as it can set your mind free from
the thinking that you are at odds with God, but thinking that your
belief is what qualifies you for the prize of eternal life is a legalistic
view that is faulty.

The disciples claimed often that their belief was real and suffi-
cient. Every time, Christreturned their statements with His own view
that their faith was not enough to qualify them.

Did they believe He existed?

Of course, they physically touched Him.

Was it enough?

Jesus said that it was not.

Do you believe in Jesus?

Lhope so, as know whatimpact this belief has had on my life, but
is it enough to qualify you?

Jesus dealt with thisissuein the story of the Rich man and Lazurus
found in Luke 16:19-31...

"There was a certain rich man who was clothed in
purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every
day. But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus,
full of sores, who was laid at his gate, desiring to be
fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's
table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.
So it was that the beggar died, and was carried
by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man
also died and was buried. And being in torments
in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham
afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. "Then he cried
and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and
send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger
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in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in
this flame.' But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that
in your lifetime you received your good things, and
likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comfort-
ed and you are tormented. And besides all this, be-
tween us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that
those who want to pass from here to you cannot,
nor can those from there pass to us.' "Then he said,
'I beg you therefore, father, that you would send
him to my father's house, for I have five brothers,
that he may testify to them, lest they also come to
this place of torment.' Abraham said to him, 'They
have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.'
And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if one goes to
them from the dead, they will repent.' But he said
to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded though onerise from
the dead.'"

There are many wonderful discoveries in the parable of the rich
man and Lazarus, but the punch line remains that even if someone is
raised from the dead people will still not be persuaded, which would
happen if they truly believed. We may believe, but not enough to
qualify us. Instead, He qualified for us. He did this so that it would
be by His love and mercy alone that we are together with Him.



Chapter Seven
Do You Now BELIEVE?

When Belief Becomes Irrelevant

s we mentioned earlier, mainstream Christians will tell you
A that although Jesus paid your debt, it is still your responsibility
to "accept” this free gift he has given. They say it is like a car that,
although it has been given to you, you have to pick up the keys and
driveitforittobeof any use to you. The way thisis said soundslogical
and therefore is easily accepted as the truth.

What we would like to suggest now is that the Gift of God is not
like a car. The word "car" in the English language is a noun. Anounis
athing or anidea. It can be held or perceived. It can also be destroyed.

Jesus gift to mankind is a verb or an action.

Have you ever tried to stop an action after it has already hap-
pened?

That is why the plan was so mysterious. That is why Jesus could
not tell them the whole story. If He made it clear to them that His
death on the cross was the plan, they would not have understood and
they would have stopped it from happening.

The Good News is that they DID NOT understand and therefore
Jesus was able to do His work. Jesus took the sins of the World to
the cross and your belief or lack of does not affect the outcome of His
action.

What is done is done and your acceptance of it is irrelevant when
it comes to its effect.
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Here is further proof..Romans 3:3-4...

For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief
make the faithfulness of God without effect? Cer-
tainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a
liar. Asitis written: ""THAT YOU MAY BE JUSTIFIED
IN YOUR WORDS, AND MAY OVERCOME WHEN
YOU ARE JUDGED."

Again in 2Timothy 2:13...

If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot
deny Himself.

In these two passages, Paul confirms that our belief has nothing
to do with the eternal outcome of the situation.

Jesus' gift is not like a car. Forget the car! Not ALL gifts require
your acceptance. Imagine if a bear were chasing you with an obvious
intent on eating you for dinner. If I shoot the bear, would thatnotbe a
gift? Does this gift require your acceptance? No way. I chose to shoot
thebear. Youmight even have wished to be eaten, but your will in this
instance does not matter. The action is done and whether you believe
or not or appreciate it or not, it is finished. God's gift is irrevocable.

Jesusis the Messiah that was sent to save us from the penalties of
our sin. He did it whether you believe He did or not.

He didn't get any big "high fives" or fireworks or standing ova-
tions like heroes we often think about. Usually a hero's hour of glo-
ry is very obvious, but on this day, hanging from a cross, naked,
bleeding, and weak, this hero saved the world in The Hour We Least
Expected.

I hope you believe it.



Chapter Eight
Is IT YOUR CHOICE?

When Free Will Meets Divine Plan

arlier, we discussed the mainstream Christian view of the issue
E of belief. According to mainstream Christianity, not only is our
eternal security based upon our belief in Jesus Christ, but it is also
required that we make a conscious choice to "make" Him our Lord
and Savior.

The two ideas, belief and choice, go hand in hand and although
they are so very similar, we have decided to look at God's plan for
our salvation from the penalties of sin from the angle of it being our
choice.

Is it our choice to "make" Jesus Lord or is He Lord already?

Is it our choice to "make" Jesus our Savior, or is He the Savior of
the whole world and not by anyone's choice but His? Do we pick Him
or does He pick us? If it is our choice, how do we make it? What do we
need to do to prove that we have made the choice? If He picks us then

does He pick all of us, part of us, or none of us?

The Mainstream Christian Theory

It is the view of mainstream Christianity that we must choose our
final destination. They say that God will not "force" His love on us.
It is up to us to "accept" His love for us and prove our acceptance of
Him by loving Him back.
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According to mainstream Christianity, if we do not make the
choice to "make" Jesus our personal Lord and Savior, then by default,

we have made "Hell" our home for eternity.
In other words, God wants us to live with Him in Heaven forever,

but sinis not allowed in Heaven. Therefore, if we do not accept Jesus'
sacrifice for our sins and let Him wash our guilt away, then we have

chosen the alternative.
Here are a couple of the most common Bible passages that are

used to make these suggestions John 14:6, John 3:3 respectively...

Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.

Jesus answered and said to him, ""Most assuredly, I
say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God."

Is Jesus saying here in these two instances that we have a choice
to make?

Mainstream Christianity says so.

We are going to look even further into what mainstream Chris-
tians believe and what process they say we must go through to com-
ply with these statements made by Jesus and then we are going to
show you why we disagree as we shed some light on the intentions of
these statements that Jesus has made in these two verses and more.

Loopholes

John 14:6...

Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.
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Ask any mainstream Christian leader what you must do to get to
Heaven, and most likely they will tell you that you must believe in
Jesus.

Then ask them what happens to babies when they die.

They will most likely tell you that God has set an age of account-
ability and if a person has not yet reached that age, then they are not
held accountable for making this decision to believe.

Then ask them what happens to people that have never heard of
Jesus.

They will most likely tell you thatit would not be fair for such peo-
ple to be held accountable because of their ignorance of the Savior.

Then ask them what happened to the handicapped that are un-
able to make the decision and you will get a similar answer.

My question is this...

If most people reject Christ when given the opportunity to do so,
why are we telling everyone about Him?

And why are we allowing our children to grow up?

If most adults are going to Hell once they find out about Jesus,
then wouldn't we be doing them an eternal favor by keeping them
unaccountable?

The truth is simple...

Jesus' mission was to save the World. The Good News is that He
pulled it off without a hitch and without our help. He is the Truth and
as we stated before. Truth is no less true due to a lack of supporters.

Where does Mainstream Christianity Get Its Informa-

tion?

As we said, mainstream Christianity believes that we all have a per-
sonal choice to make. According to them, there is a process that one
must go through before they can be called "saved" from the penalties
of sin. Copied below is the famous Romans Road that we were taught
in church to use as a tool to get someone "saved" from the penalties
of sin. You can find this online by searching "Romans Road" or simply
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ask any mainstream Christian teacher and they can probably quote
it for you.

It is called "Romans Road" because of the many verses they have
linked together that are all taken from the letter Paul wrote to the
church in Rome. Here are the verses and how they are explained by
mainstream Christianity and then initalics, what action they say you
must take to comply with the corresponding verse... Romans 3:23

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

We all have sin in our hearts. We all were born with sin. We were
born under the power of sin's control.
o Admit that you are a sinner.

Romans 6:23a

"...The wages of sin is death..."

Sin has an ending. It results in death. We all face physical death,
which is a result of sin. But a worse death is spiritual death that
alienates us from God, and will last for all eternity. The Bible teaches
that there is a place called the Lake of Fire where lost people will be in
torment forever. It is the place where people who are spiritually dead
will remain.

o Understand that you deserve death for your sin.

Romans 6:23b

"...but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord."

Salvationis a free gift from God to you! You can't earn this gift, but

you must reach out and receive it.



ISIT YOUR CHOICE? 69

o Ask God to forgive you and save you.

Romans 5:8,

"But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us."

When Jesus died on the cross He paid sin's penalty. He paid the
price for all sin, and when He took all the sins of the world on Himself
on the cross, He bought us out of slavery to sin and death! The only
condition is that we believe in Him and what He has done for us,
understanding that we are now joined with Him, and that He is our
life. He did all this because He loved us and gave Himself for us!

o Giveyour life to God... His love poured out in Jesus on the cross is
your only hope to have forgiveness and change. His love bought
you out of being a slave to sin. His love is what saves you -- not
religion, or church membership. God loves you!

Romans 10:13
"For "WHOEVER CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE
LORD SHALL BE SAVED."
o Call out to God in the name of Jesus!
Romans 10:9,10
that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Je-
sus and believe in your heart that God has raised
Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the

heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation.
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o If you know that God is knocking on your heart's door, ask Him
to come into your heart.

Along with this process of "accepting” Jesus, there is a special
prayer that basically signifies your choice. They call it the "Sinners
Prayer".

Being that I was a former mainstream Christian, I have said the
Sinners Prayer with hundreds of individuals, each time with a feeling
of relief that they would now be included in God's family and not
tossed out with the sinners.

As we told you in the introduction of this book, we believed these
things and we acted upon our beliefs.

It Seems to Make Sense...

The first time I was shown the Romans Road, it made perfect sense.
Every verse that is listed seems to say exactly what they taught me
that it meant. It wasn't until several years ago that I even thought
to question the whole idea and see for myself what these passages
actually mean.

Before we dive in to the specifics of this plan or process, let's talk
about a few points of logic that we would like you to consider.

First of all, why is this plan not clearly spelled out by Paul in
Romans?

Of course mainstream Christians would like to say that it is and
they have merely simplified it, but really?

Why didn't Paul put this process in the very first chapter and call
it "The Most Important Thing You Will Ever Read in Your Life!"?

If this process is God's perfect plan for your salvation, why did He
prompt Paul with so much "filler" in his letters?

Search the whole Bible, and you will not find one single place
where this plan is clearly spelled out.

You will see very soon that the way this Romans Road hasbeen put
together is very much like editing a recorded interview in such a way
as to make the interviewee say whatever you want him to say. Com-
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bine this edited video with a news reporter stating these things as
facts and you will have everyone believing whatever you want them
to. The power of suggestion by revered individuals, combined with
faulty information can and has caused masses of people to believe
liesregarding any situation. Our only hope is that before you make up
your mind regarding any subject, you will take the time to research
more and not just believe the first story you are told.






Chapter Nine

THE FIRST STEP ON THE
ROMANS ROAD

When Context Destroys Doctrine

e found it to be extremely ironic that the very first step in
w the Romans Road would provide us such a strong piece of
evidence that so clearly states our claim.
Romans 3:23 is the verse that we were taught to use as the first
step in showing someone that they were flawed and that they needed
a Savior. Romans 3:23...

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

What do you notice about this sentence?

The first thing you should notice is that it is not a sentence at all.
It starts with a small letter and ends with a comma.

However, in some literature that was dropped off at my house the
other day by a local church (and in the Romans Road copied above)
the "f" was capitalized and the semi-colon was replaced by a period
thus it was rendered as follows:

"For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God."
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Wow! It is amazing how a simple change in sentence structure
and wording can make a HUGE impact on the meaning or implied
meaning of the message?

Like we will mention over and over again, the Bible was not writ-
ten in chapter and verse. It was written as complete thoughts.

Itis not a bunch of bullet points from which you can pull one out
of the middle and it can stand as complete truth on it's own.

That rings very true in this case. We believe Romans 3 should not
be read without a knowledge of what the first two chapters are about.
After all, this is a letter and was not written in chapters at all.

We will not go through the entire first two chapters, but will give
you a quick recap that you can compare to the text yourself and see if
we are saying it correctly.

In Romans chapter one, you will find Paul starts writing about a
group of people who practice evil things. He mentions some things
that they do and how that even though they know that what they do
is wrong and is punishable by death, they still do them anyway.

(This is a very popular chapter mainstream Christianity often
uses to teach against homosexuality because it seems to be described
in this chapter. We will not necessarily spend any specific time on
this subject of homosexuality, but our stance will become clear as you
continue to read.)

Often in debates the other side of the table will take us to this
chapter to show how Paul feels about such evil activity.

Again we say that Paul didn't just write chapter one, but you will
see that he is using chapter one to set up for chapter two, which is
then used to set up for chapter three and what we call "the big but".

In chapter two, Paul starts by saying..Romans 2:1...

Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you
are who judge, for in whatever you judge another
you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice
the same things.
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He then begins to chew on the people he is writing the letter to,
because even though they are Jews, which were previously God's
chosen people, and have the Law of Moses, and were supposed to
be an example to the rest of the world, they broke the law just like
everyone else. Remember, the Law called for total compliance. Even
breaking one law, like lying, meant you were just as guilty as a mur-
derer.

He goes on to ask them how they expect to escape God's judgment
when they are just as guilty.

(This is also used against us in debates to show that Paul is aware
of a future Day of Judgment. We disagree. Paul is talking to people
who might think this, but he will soon explain himself after "the big
but" of chapter 3. We will be discussing Judgment Day in the next
section.)

In chapter 3 of Paul's letter to the church in Rome, he continues to
discuss the righteousness that comes by obedience to the Law and
comes to the conclusion that we, all of mankind, are guilty...Romans
3:10-18...

Asitis written: "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NO,
NOT ONE; THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS;
THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS AFTER GOD. THEY
HAVE ALL TURNED ASIDE; THEY HAVE TOGETHER
BECOME UNPROFITABLE; THERE IS NONE WHO
DOES GOOD, NO, NOT ONE." "THEIR THROAT IS
AN OPEN TOMB; WITH THEIR TONGUES THEY
HAVE PRACTICED DECEIT"; "THE POISON OF
ASPS IS UNDER THEIR LIPS"; "WHOSE MOUTH
IS FULL OF CURSING AND BITTERNESS." "THEIR
FEET ARE SWIFT TO SHED BLOOD; DESTRUCTION
AND MISERY ARE IN THEIR WAYS; AND THE WAY
OF PEACE THEY HAVE NOT KNOWN." "THERE IS
NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES."
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He makes it very clear here that no one has what it takes to be
declared righteous. Romans 3:19-20...

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to
those who are under the law, that every mouth may
be stopped, and all the world may become guilty
before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law no
flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is
the knowledge of sin.

You see, in chapter 1, Paul is talking about lawbreakers, and in
chapter 2, he comes down on the "pretenders", the ones who acted
like they were keeping the Law, and here in chapter 3, he concludes
that the Law is impossible to be used as a means of justification.

Lawbreakers and those who try to keep the Law fall in the same
category.

No one can keep the Law.

The Law was a tool to put us all in the same position, thatis guilty.

Here is the finale of the setup. He has just disqualified everyone
from being good enough to be considered right with God, and is
now ready for the punch line, or "the big but" as we call it...Romans
3:21-22...

But now the righteousness of God apart from the
law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the
Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through
faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.

For there is no difference;

This new "righteousness", that has now been revealed, doesn't
come by complying with the Law, but came through the faith of Jesus
Christ.
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It has been given to ALL, and is being experienced by ALL who
believe, for there is no difference.

By saying that there is no difference, we must ask "Difference in
what?"

You must have at least two things in order to find a difference
between them. What are the things here?

Read it very carefully and you will see that two groups of people
are being compared here, ALL and All who believe.

I know many will argue here and say that this verse says that you
must believe to qualify, but read this closely. Paul says that this has
been revealed. He doesn't say that a new way to become righteous
hasbeenrevealed, butthattherighteousnessitself hasbeenrevealed.

You see, in verse 20, he says that the Law, or the Old Covenant,
revealed or gave us the knowledge of sin. Sin was always here, but
was revealed by the Law.

This righteousness was also always here, but was not revealed
until Jesus spelled out the terms of the New Covenant by taking all
of the blame and dying in our place.

Look what Paul says here in 2Timothy 1:9-10...

who has saved us and called us with a holy calling,
not according to our works, but according to His
own purpose and grace which was given to us in
Christ Jesus before time began, but has now been
revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ,
who has abolished death and brought life and im-
mortality to light through the gospel,

He says that this grace, which is the new righteousness, was given
to us before time began, but was not revealed until Jesus defeated
death and brought life and immortality to light through His good
work.

So what about our Romans Road? Here was our first stop, but this
time in complete sentences...Romans 3:21-26 (MKJV)...
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But now a righteousness of God has been re-
vealed apart from Law, being witnessed by the Law
and the Prophets; even the righteousness of God
through the faith of Jesus Christ, toward all and
upon all those who believe. For there is no differ-
ence, for all have sinned and come short of the glory
of God, being justified freely by His grace through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus; whom God
has set forth to be a propitiation through faith in
His blood, to declare His righteousness through the
passing by of the sins that had taken place before,
in the forbearance of God; for the display of His
righteousness at this time, for Him to be just and,
forgiving the one being of the faith of Jesus.

Underlined here is the one verse, Romans 3:23 thatis quoted alone
in the Romans Road. Now let's break down this one long sentence...

"For there is no difference, for all have sinned and
come short of the glory of God, being justified freely
by His grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus;"

First notice that it starts with "For there is no difference".

No difference in what?

Look at the sentence above it and all that was discussed in the
letter up until now. Paulis saying that whether you are a Jew or Greek,
a believer or a doubter, THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE... for ALL have
sinned and come short of the glory of God. Paul is merely wrapping
up his huge point that this affects us ALL.

Now look at the next segment. Paul says that ALL have sinned,
AND are being justified FREELY by His grace. The same ALL that
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sinned is also justified freely because of the grace that was revealed
because of what Jesus did for us. The point of this sentence is not to
point out that we are all sinners, but that we are all equal and now
justified.

Let's keep going with this sentence...

whom God has set forth to be a propitiation through
faith in His blood,

Again, read this closely.

Paul says that GOD was the one who gave Jesus the instruction to
do this and be the propitiation, (propitiate means to win somebody's
favor, in this case God's) God did this through faith in Jesus blood.
God did it. So who's faith is this sentence referring to?

Paul is not saying that we have to have faith in His blood. Not
one time in this passage does he mention that you must have faith to
receive it. There are instances where Paul mentions our faith, butitis
for our own mental benefit to believe, not to qualify us for the prize
of eternal life.

Jesus alone, without our help and without our faith, qualified us.

It is the trust in Him that gives us the peace that passes all un-
derstanding, but many trust in their ability to make a wise decision,
and call it trusting in Jesus. But if you know that Jesus has saved you,
whether you asked Him to or not, then there is a peace that comes
over you thatis like no other.

The rest of this sentence...

to declare His righteousness through the passing
by of the sins that had taken place before, in the
forbearance of God; for the display of His righteous-
ness at this time, for Him to be just and, forgiving
the one being of the faith of Jesus.
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This sentence is still about God giving us Jesus. Now read this last
part slowly.

Paul says that Jesus declared His righteousness by the passing of
the sins that took place before.

You see, because God knew what He was going to do long before
Jesus was born on the Earth, He did not punish anyone that died
before the coming of the Lord. This is so that Jesus could take upon
Himself the punishment for ALL sins committed, not just those be-
fore, but after the cross too.

Again, don't read this verse wrong. The end says "forgiving the
one being of the faith of Jesus." It means that God, by sending Jesus
to the cross, and not punishing anyone before, was displaying His
righteousness at this time and His justice, by forgiving those who
were a product of the faith that God and Jesus shared and used to
accomplish this. We are a product of that faith.

Romans 3:27-28...

Where is boasting then? Itis excluded. By whatlaw?
Of works? No, but by the law of faith. Therefore we
conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from
the deeds of the law.

Why would Paul even mention that boasting is excluded if we are
wrong. Christians boast all of the time about how superior they are to
the rest of the world because they were smart enough to accept Jesus.

Again, what they are really trusting in is their ability to make a
good choice. If it is our choice, then boasting is not excluded, because
some are in a better standing with God than others.

So as for the first stop along the Romans Road, we find this point
"that ALL have sinned and fall short of the glory of God", to only prove
our theory that ALL do not qualify on their own, yet ALL are included
in the righteousness that is now revealed.

This discovery is staggering! If the very first step of the Romans
Road actually proves that ALL are justified freely by God's grace, what
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about the second step? In the next chapter, we'll examine Romans
6:23 and see if this pattern continues.






Chapter Ten

THE SECOND STEP ON
THE ROMANS ROAD

The Wages of Sin Were Already Paid

I et's go on to the next stop... Romans 6:23...

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This is the last verse in this chapter. In order to understand the
meaning of this, you must read the entire letter, but at least read
the chapter that it was included in. If you read the whole letter, and
read it slowly, without any preconceived ideas of what it is supposed
to be about, you will find that Paul is saying, in this chapter, that
when Jesus was crucified, those whom He represented, (ALL), were

crucified with Him.
Remember this verse...Matthew 3:11...

I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance,
but He who is coming after me is mightier than I,
whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
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This was John the Baptist words. He baptized with water for the
repentance of sins. But He says Jesus was going to baptize us with the
Holy Spirit and fire. There is no record in the Bible of Jesus baptizing
anyone, so what is John talking about?

Look what Paul says here in Romans 6:3-5...

Or do you not know that as many of us as were
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His
death? Therefore we were buried with Him through
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life. For if we have
been united together in the likeness of His death,
certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His res-

urrection,

Remember what we covered in earlier, and what Paul said in
2Corinthians 5, that if one died for ALL, then ALL died. We died with
Him at the cross.

Remember we learned in John 8:21-24...

Then Jesus said to them again, "I am going away,
and you will seek Me, and will die in your sin.
Where I go you cannot come." So the Jews said,
"Wwill He kill Himself, because He says, '"Where I
go you cannot come'?'"" And He said to them, "You
are from beneath; I am from above. You are of this
world; I am not of this world. Therefore I said to
you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not
believe that I am He, you will die in your sins."

None believed, so ALL died.
Did they have a choice?
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Remember John 12:38-40...

that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be ful-
filled, which he spoke: "LORD, WHO HAS BE-
LIEVED OUR REPORT? AND TO WHOM HAS THE
ARM OF THE LORD BEEN REVEALED?" There-
fore they could not believe, because Isaiah said
again: ""HE HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES AND HARD-
ENED THEIR HEARTS, LEST THEY SHOULD SEE
WITH THEIR EYES, LEST THEY SHOULD UNDER-
STAND WITH THEIR HEARTS AND TURN, SO THAT
I SHOULD HEAL THEM."

The answer is NO, they did not have a choice. It appeared that they
did, because Jesus was saying that belief in Him was a requirement,
but also remember what we said earlier, that Jesus taught many
requirements, including the Law which was impossible for man. So
instead of going with Him (when He left, which was at the cross),
they died in their sins, but that is the GOOD NEWS!

Ephesians 2:4-7...

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great
love with which He loved us, even when we were
dead in trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us
up together, and made us sit together in the heav-
enly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come
He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in
His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

The Good News is that when we were dead in our sins (after Jesus
died), God made us alive with Jesus (at His resurrection).
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When Christ died, our sins were forgiven and forgotten. They
were burned away, forever separated from God, leaving us pure and
righteous in God's sight. The righteousness that Jesus maintained on
Earth was given to us when He traded places with us at the cross. He
traded His perfect, righteous life for the sins of the whole world, and
therefore received the wages of sin, which is death as stated here in
Romans 6:23, the second stop in the Romans Road.

The pattern continues! Once again, a verse used to prove indi-
vidual responsibility actually demonstrates God's universal work of
salvation. If Jesus received the wages of sin on behalf of everyone, and
we were all raised with Him, what does the third step of the Romans
Road really teach? In our next chapter, we'll examine Romans 5:8.



Chapter Eleven

THE THIRD STEP ON
THE ROMANS ROAD

When God Loved His Enemies

T he third stop on the Romans road is Romans 5:8...

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Surely by now, you see that this verse only adds to our theory, but
if you're still not there, we really must analyze this whole chapter.

Romans 5 is by far one of the clearest indicators of our common
future.

Remember in Romans 1, Paul is talking about all of the wicked
people out there that surely will not qualify for eternal life. Then in
chapter 2, he turns on his audience by saying that if it is true that
these wicked people don't qualify, then it is especially true for them,
because they were God's "chosen people"” and even though they had
the Law to guide them, they still messed up (none of us are perfect as
the Law demanded).

In Chapter 3, Paul introduces us to the "big but". He says that
ALL deserve punishment and judgment, BUT, God has given us a
righteous standing that doesn't require us to follow the Law. He then
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goes on to say that this was given to us becauseit was God's plan from
the beginning. That is why he says that God did not punish anyone
for their sins before the Lord had come. He says that the Faith of Jesus
has saved us.

In Chapter 4, you will find that Paul shows that this faith of Jesus
mirrors the faith and promise of Abraham that he would become
the Father of many nations. Then look at what Paul says in Romans
4:14-16...

For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is
made void and the promise made of no effect, be-
cause the law brings about wrath; for where there
is no law there is no transgression. Therefore it is
of faith that it might be according to grace, so that
the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only
to those who are of the law, but also to those who
are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us
all

Here he again says that the Law is not what makes us part of God's
family, because the Law only brings wrath, but where there is no Law,
there is no transgression.

What did he mean by that?

We will be discussing more about the End of the Law later in Sec-
tion 3. He says, instead, that it is because of Faith we have been given
the Grace (which is the unmerited favor of God, meaning the favor of
God that we do not deserve because we did nothing to qualify) Then
he says this was so the promise would be made to ALL the seed, not
just those under the Law, but to those who were the product of the
faith of Abraham which he then says is the Father of us ALL.

Abrahams promise was fulfilled by grafting us ALL into his family.
This promise wasn't dependent upon us, but his faith. This promise
was made to him. Jesus made good on that promise when He died on
the cross. He, by His choice, forgave us and adopted us into the family.
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So then we get to chapter 5. Romans 5:1-2...

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom also we have access by faith into this
grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the
glory of God.

Remember, this letter was not written in chapter and verse form.
This next paragraph is built on the paragraphs before it. So when
Paul says that we have been justified by faith, you must look at what
was said before now to see that this was not our personal faith that
justified us.

Jesus died on the cross for my sins whether I believe He did or not.
Paul says that because we have been justified, we now have peace
with God. Those who were under the Law did not have peace with
God, because their eternal life was always in jeopardy before Jesus
came. Jesus opened the door with this faith and has given us access
to this grace. Now read verses 6-8...

For when we were still without strength, in due
time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for
a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a
good man someone would even dare to die. But God
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Now look at this... Why would Paul say this if we are wrong?

He says that Christ died, not for righteous people, not even good
people, but He did it for even the lowliest, most wretched sinners.
Then look what he says next...verses 9-10...
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Much more then, having now been justified by His
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.
For if when we were enemies we were reconciled
to God through the death of His Son, much more,
having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His
life.

He says that Jesus did this while we were His enemies. We were
taught, by our mainstream Christian teachers, that the day you give
your life to Jesus is the same day that you are forgiven and reconciled
to God.

Here Paul says that we were reconciled to God at the cross and that
He forgave us before we decided to love Him.

He loved us first.

You see, this reflects the Jesus that was described to us the day He
was crucified. He was punched, kicked, whipped, stripped, stabbed,
mocked, and returned nothing but compassion for them.

He died for His enemies.

He forgave them whether they asked for it or not.

They cursed Him, He blessed them.

They hated Him, He loved them.

Anyone can love someone that loves them back, but to love and
forgive someone who hates you is what makes Him different from us.

Sure, we have a hard time understanding it. It makes no sense to
us that He would let someone, who spent their entire life hating Him
and doing evil, have eternal life, but this is His choice. He is God and
can forgive whomever He wants.

This is exactly the point Paul makes in Romans 9:15-26

For He says to Moses, "I WILL HAVE MERCY ON
WHOMEVER I WILL HAVE MERCY, AND I WILL
HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOMEVER I WILL HAVE
COMPASSION." So then it is not of him who wills,
nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy.
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For the Scripture says to the Pharaoh, "FOR THIS
VERY PURPOSE I HAVE RAISED YOU UP, THAT I
MAY SHOW MY POWER IN YOU, AND THAT MY
NAME MAY BE DECLARED IN ALL THE EARTH."
Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and
whom He wills He hardens. You will say to me then,
"Why does He still find fault? For who has resisted
His will?" But indeed, O man, who are you to reply
against God? Will the thing formed say to him who
formed it, "Why have you made me like this?" Does
not the potter have power over the clay, from the
same lump to make one vessel for honor and anoth-
er for dishonor? What if God, wanting to show His
wrath and to make His power known, endured with
much longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared
for destruction, and that He might make known the
riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He
had prepared beforehand for glory, even us whom
He called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gen-
tiles? As He says also in Hosea: "I WILL CALL THEM
MY PEOPLE, WHO WERE NOT MY PEOPLE, AND
HER BELOVED, WHO WAS NOT BELOVED." "AND
IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THE PLACE WHERE IT
WAS SAID TO THEM, 'YOU ARE NOT MY PEOPLE,'
THERE THEY SHALL BE CALLED SONS OF THE LIV-
ING GOD."

Here, Paul says "So then itis not of him who wills, nor of him who
runs, but of God who shows mercy". This is exactly the point of this
entire chapter. It is up to God, not up to you.

Moving on, verses 12-15 of Romans 5...

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered
the world, and death through sin, and thus death
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spread to all men, because all sinned—(For until
the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed
when there is no law. Nevertheless death reigned
from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not
sinned according to the likeness of the transgres-
sion of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to
come. But the free gift is not like the offense. For
if by the one man's offense many died, much more
the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one
Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many.

Notice how he starts this passage... "just as".

"Just as" means "the same way that".

Paul says here that the gift came the same way that sin came.

Sin came because one man, Adam, chose to disobey.

When sin came, it came upon us ALL.

The free gift came the same way.

One man, Jesus, made a choice to obey God even unto death, and
because of His choice and NOT yours, the gift came to ALL.

Yes, I read the verse 15 where you see the word "many".

You should notice that the word "many" is used for both the re-
cipients of sin and the gift.

So how "many" received sin as a result of Adam's choice?

ALL, right?

The free gift came the same way and to the same many.

The Greek word and for this English word "many" is polus or
polos and can mean part, or most, or common which is ALL. It just
means a group. Itis up to you to decide what the original intent was of
this word. Let's read further and we will see more evidence of Paul's

intention for this word to mean "ALL". Romans 5:16-18...

And the gift is not like that which came through
the one who sinned. For the judgment which came
from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the
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free gift which came from many offenses resulted in
justification. For if by the one man's offense death
reigned through the one, much more those who re-
ceive abundance of grace and of the gift of right-
eousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus
Christ.) Therefore, as through one man's offense
judgment came to all men, resulting in condemna-
tion, even so through one Man's righteous act the
free gift came to all men, resulting in justification

of life.

Did Paul just say that "Judgment" came to ALL men?

But we were taught that "Judgment Day" was in the future.

How can "Judgment" come before "Judgment Day"?

We will be discussing that in next section, but for now, look at
how he words this.

He repeats himself three more times here, as he tries to get the
point pounded in our heads.

Death came by one to ALL, Life came by one to ALL. He goes
on..Romans 5:19-21...

For as by one man's disobedience many were made
sinners, so also by one Man's obedience many will
be made righteous. Moreover the law entered that
the offense might abound. But where sin abounded,
grace abounded much more, so that as sin reigned
in death, even so grace might reign through right-
eousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

There's that word "many" again in verse 19. I hope we've cleared
that up that the intention of the word is "ALL", even though King
James men may have thought otherwise.

Look at verse 20...
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"Moreover the law entered, that the offense might

abound".

What does Paul mean here?

It almost sounds like he is saying that God gave us the law so that
we would sin more. I don't believe that is the case. I believe he is
simply repeating something he said earlier in this chapter, that even
though sin was here before the law came, it wasn'tidentified as being
sin until the written Law was made manifest.

In other words, more sin can be identified because we have this
book of rules to show us what sin is. The point of this verse is the end
though.

Paul says that even though the Law revealed an enormous
amount of sin, EVERYWHERE sin abounded (notice the past tense),
Grace did much more abound.

Why does he use past tense?

Because he is referring to "Judgment Day".

ALL were found to have sin on Judgment Day because the Law was
so broad scoped that it included everyone, but everywhere sin was
identified, there was an even greater amount of Grace identified by
the New Covenant.

Don't believe me??

Read this...2Timothy 1:8-10...

Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of
our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with
me in the sufferings for the gospel according to
the power of God, who has saved us and called us
with a holy calling, not according to our works,
but according to His own purpose and grace which
was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began,
but has now been revealed by the appearing of our
Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and
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brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel,

This passage says so much. I just have to repeat it in my own
words...

"God saved us and called us, NOT because we deserved it, but
rather because He wanted to. He gave us Grace in Christ, BEFORE
TIME BEGAN, but just now revealed it by sending us Jesus who has
given us the New Covenant to shed light on our condition of life and
immortality."

Sin was here before the first covenant revealed it, everyone agrees
on that.

What mainstream Christianity disagrees with is that grace was
always here too, but wasn't revealed until the New Covenant.

This means that it was God's intention from the beginning to
forgive us ALL and let us ALL live with Him forever.






Chapter Twelve

THE FINAL STEP ON THE
ROMANS ROAD

The Road That Leads Somewhere Else

We've now examined three steps of the famous Romans Road
and discovered that each one, when read in proper context, actually
supports universal salvation rather than individual choice. Now we
come to the final step - the climactic verses that supposedly seal the
deal on personal salvation. Will this pattern hold true to the very
end?

The last step in the Romans Road is one that is brought up alotin
discussions we have. Let's read it again... Romans 10:9-10, and 13...

that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Je-
sus and believe in your heart that God has raised
Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the
heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation.

For "WHOEVER CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE
LORD SHALL BE SAVED."
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We already covered this in earlier, but it also fits here, so let's
review it again.

If you just read the text shown here and listen to the entire expla-
nation they give you, then it makes perfect sense the way they say it.
But just like everything else, you have to read the whole thought in
order to understand the intentions of the writer.

These versesread alone sound like you have to take action in order
to be "saved".

It seems to contradict what we are saying.

The problem with the popular theory on the meaning of this pas-
sage is in the word "saved". This word has become so popular asitis
used to describe the supposed final result of the process defined by
these verses in the Romans Road, but we find that the word is used
a few different ways and is not always referring to the commonly
accepted meaning.

Sometimes the Bible says things like "God saved us" asin the verse
we just read in 2Timothyl. Obviously in that verse it means that we
were saved from Death (and Hell for those who haven't read Section
4 yet).

In Romans 10, however, it means something very different.

Let's go to the beginning of the chapter to show you what I
mean...Romans 10:1-4...

Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for
Israelis that they may be saved. For I bear them wit-
ness that they have a zeal for God, but not accord-
ing to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's
righteousness, and seeking to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted to the right-
eousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for

righteousness to everyone who believes.

In verse one, Paul says he wishes that Israel would be saved, but
from what?
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He says they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.
This means that although they Love God and want to please Him,
they don't know what has really happened.

He goes on to say that they are ignorant or unaware of the right-
eousness that God has now revealed to us. Instead of understanding
what Jesus did and accepting it as truth, they try to establish their
own righteousness by attempting to comply with the law.

The last verse here sums up Paul's intentions in this chapter. He
says that Christis the END OF THE LAW, for ALL who believe.

What does this mean?

Paul is saying that anyone who understands that Jesus was 100%
victorious also understands that the former covenant called the Law
is over. If one doesn't believe that Jesus already accomplished this
task, they will spend their life trying to become righteous on their
own rather than just accepting Jesus' victory.

Of course mainstream Christians will tell you that you MUST ac-
cept what Jesus did.

Acceptance and belief is definitely encouraged in the scriptures,
but not as a means to be found righteous.

You are right with God because of one thing... Jesus' decision to go
through with the plan.

Taken on its own, this passage, Romans 10:9-13, does seem to
indicate a necessary action on your part, but read it with the rest of
the chapter and you will see that Paul is merely showing us why he
hopes people will believe in Jesus.

Truth Needs No Supporters

Remember, truth needs no supporters to remain the truth.

Jesus tasted death for ALL whether anyone believes it or not.

Believing that Jesus saved the world is the only thing that will end
the power of the law IN YOUR HEAD.

If you think that you have a choice in the matter then you will live
in fear, forever worrying about your friends and family and yourself.
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God doesn't want you to bear that burden.

Jesus said His yoke is easy and His burden is light.

It is definitely no light burden thinking that you are in control of
your eternal destination and possibly in control of your friends and
families eternal life.

Believing that some people will die and burn in hell for all of
eternity is a very torturous idea for Christians.

Itis horrible and unnecessary.

The Romans Road has been completely dismantled! Every single
step, when examined in its proper biblical context, actually supports
the very opposite of what it's been used to teach. But if this foun-
dational evangelical tool is based on misinterpretation, what other
mainstream Christian teachings need to be reexamined? In our next
chapter, we'll look beyond the Romans Road to see what else Scrip-
ture reveals about God's true plan for humanity.



Chapter Thirteen

BEYOND THE ROMANS
ROAD

The Verses They Don't Quote

oving beyond the very crooked, bumpy Romans Road, let's
look at other passages that indicate that a choice was made
for you. After all, Jesus did make a decision, did He not? Why did
Adams decision effect ALL, but Christ's decision didn't? That idea is
not at all logical.
Check this out in Ephesians 1:3-11...

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He
chose us in Him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and without blame before

Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as
sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the

good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory

of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the
Beloved. In Him we have redemption through His

blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the rich-

es of His grace which He made to abound toward us
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in all wisdom and prudence, having made known
to us the mystery of His will, according to His good

pleasure which He purposed in Himself, that in the
dispensation of the fullness of the times He might

gather together in one all things in Christ, both
which are in heaven and which are on earth—in
Him. In Him also we have obtained an inheritance,

being predestined according to the purpose of Him

who works all things according to the counsel of His
will,

Now read it again! Paul wrote a lot here. There are several points I
would like to make right here before we move on to the next passage.

First of all, I underlined the parts of the sentences that clearly
indicate choices that God made on our behalf.

The first one is enough to at least make someone consider that
mainstream Christianity is wrong.

"He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world".

Wait a second; I thought we had to choose Him?

Why would Paul word things like this?

What other point could he be making?

He chose us before He made the world. He chose us to be His
family before He even made Adam!

That means that He knew before He placed the first drop of water
on the earth that YOU were going to exist.

If He knew that, then He knows ALL things before they happen.
What would you think of a person who makes a decision to conceive a
baby, and then once itis born, takes it and tosses it into a fire? Would
you consider that person to be loving and caring? No way! Well, if
God creates people, knowing that they will fail (because He created
us human), and then when they do, decides to burn them, thatis not
consistent with love and care.

Notice the part where Paul says "He made us accepted in the
Beloved".
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God made us accepted when He sent His son Jesus to the cross.

HE MADE US THAT WAY!

How does one become accepted in any scenario???

Have you always been and/or felt accepted in all situations?

Let's use logic here.

Who decides who is accepted in any situation?

Is it the acceptor, or the accepted?

Itis up to me whether I accept you. You might want me to accept
you, but that decision will always fall on the one who does the ac-
cepting.

I know, I know, mainstream Christianity says that God has laid
out the terms of His decision to accept us.

Itis true there are two covenants that He considers when deciding
if you will be accepted.

Number one is the Law and guess what? You failed miserably.

The Good News is that the Second Covenantreplaced the first one.
According to this one, God sees you in a new light, the light of Jesus
and His choice to MAKE you right.

Look what else Paul says in this passage... "that in the dispensa-
tion of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all
things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth"...
We will be discussing this in the next section in further detail, but
Paul seems to indicate his belief that the "fullness of the times" was
fulfilled by Christ's work on the cross. He also says here that God's
plan included gathering ALL things in Christ. You will find several
passages in the Bible that say "in Jesus" or "in Christ". Mainstream
Christianity explains these passages to mean that those who are "in"
are "in" because they chose to be "in". Here, however, Paul says God's
plan was to bring ALL things "in Christ".

Look at what Paul says in the last verse of this passage...

"according to the purpose of Him who works all things ac-

cording to the counsel of His will"
Is Paul confused here?

Did he mean something other than what he said?
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Does God work out ALL things according to the counsel of His own
will?

If so, then God makes choices for you.

Dead in Your Sins? Good Time to be Born Again

Earlier we mentioned a few passages that are often used by main-
stream Christians to argue their theory of choice. Let's look into this
one found in John 3:3...

Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I
say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God."

Do you remember Nicodemus' reply? John 3:4...

Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born
when he is 0ld? Can he enter a second time into his
mother's womb and be born?"

Very good question Nicodemus!

How is one to become "Born Again"?

Is it their choice?

This analogy was chosen very carefully by Jesus to prove that
your choice is not relevant in this particular matter concerning the
Kingdom of God.

Why do we say that?

First of all, the fact that He is comparing this "change" to birth, is
a clue.

What choice did you have in your being born physically?

Obviously it was not by your will that you are living. It is because
of the choice of your parents that you live today.

Here Jesus tells Nicodemus that we must be "Born" again!
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Itis right for Nicodemus to be confused considering the analogy.

Let's see if we can clarify what He meant by this term "Born
Again".

Remember this from earlier...John 8:24...

Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins;
for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in
your sins.

Earlier, we showed you that Jesus was referring to the time frame
of when He was on the cross.

He said that whoever didn't believe WHEN He left (His death on
the cross), they would die in their sins.

Then we showed you that when the time for Him to die came,
ALL of His closest friends left Him, indicating that no one believed
(atleast not enough to take action), so ALL died in their sins.

Now, dying in your sins sounds like a very bad thing, but look

what Paul says here in Ephesians 2:4-6...

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great
love with which He loved us, even when we were
dead in trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us
up together, and made us sit together in the heav-
enly places in Christ Jesus

Paul says here that when we were dead in our sins (while Jesus
was dead), God MADE us alive WITH Jesus.

When Jesus rose from the dead, so did we.

He was dead and then made alive.

We were dead with Him, and made alive with Him.

Again, read it the way it was translated in the New Living Trans-

lation...
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4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so
much, 5 that even though we were dead because of
our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from
the dead. (It is only by God's grace that you have
been saved!) 6 For he raised us from the dead along
with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly
realms because we are united with Christ Jesus.

Obviously God made the choice for us.

When Jesus died, ALL died.

When Jesus was given new life (Born Again), so were we!

Itis not your choice.

Jesus alone is the way.

ItisnotJesus + Your Choice = The Way, butrather Jesus = The Way.
John 14:6...

Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.

Jesus is the Way, and it was by His choice.

When He died, You died.

You were given new life (born again) when God raised Christ from
the dead!

Does God hold us to a higher standard than Him-
self?

According to mainstream Christianity, we must ask God to for-
give us for our sins. At first this seems reasonable, but consider
the flipside of this.
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Ask any mainstream Christian leader what you are supposed
to do if someone wrongs you in some way. Most of them will tell
you that we are supposed to forgive everyone, no matter what
they do to us.

What if they do not ask us to forgive them?

It does not matter; we are supposed to forgive them.

If that is true, then why do some believe that God doesn't
forgive everyone, no matter what they do?

Itis a two sided standard that doesn't make sense.

The truth is simple...

God would not ask you to do something that He is either
incapable of or unwilling to do.

The Good News is that God wanted to forgive you and thatis
why He sent Jesus. His forgiveness is unconditional as is His love.

If you are ever confused on this issue, consider the day Jesus
went to the cross.

Then ask yourself what God would do if you punched Him in
the face.

The answer is that He would do the same thing He did that
day when they did punch Him in the face...

He forgave them all the way to His own death!

It Is Not Your Choice...

It is never the choice of the guilty to be forgiven.

The one doing the forgiving has the power to decide who is for-
given and who is not.

For example, a man on death row may plead for his life, but the
real power lies in the hands of the governor to make the choice to
pardon him.

Mainstream Christianity twists this logic by saying that although
God has the power to forgive ALL, He has laid out His ground rules
and therefore put the ball in your court so to speak.

We disagree.
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Look at this passage found in Matthew 5:43-48...

"You have heard thatit was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE
YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.' ButIsay to
you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you,
do good to those who hate you, and pray for those
who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you
may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes
His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends
rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love
those who love you, what reward have you? Do not
even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet
your brethren only, what do you do more than oth-
ers? Do not even the tax collectors do so? Therefore
you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is
perfect.

Look closely at what Jesus is saying here!

He says that we are to treat others with Love, regardless of their
actions.

Bless those who curse you?

Do good to those who hate you?

Love your enemies?

Ask a mainstream Christian where one will spend eternity if he
hates God.

Ask yourself that right now.

If I hated God, what would He do to me?

Mainstream Christianity makes this question hard to answer. Itis
not hard to answer though. It is actually quite simple.

Hate God and He will return that hate with Love. Curse God and
it will not faze Him because He loves you and only wants blessings
for you. Punch God in the face and He will do the same thing He did
when they punched Him in the face 2000 years ago... He will forgive
you and only return love for your hate.
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As Jesus said in this passage, even evil people can love those who
love them back, but God is different. He is merciful to those who do
not deserve or even want mercy. You do not have to ask Him to forgive
you.

Jesus tells us that we are to forgive everyone who sins against us,
but God doesn't do the same?

Nonsense.

Isit hard to believe that God would save even the worst of us?

At first it took me a while to come to this realization and to accept
it.

It is unexpected.

We have been conditioned to feel guilty and undeserving of any
good things.

The Good News is that God does things in a way that you would
never expect and the greatest of these things is done in the hour we
least expected.

This completes our examination of belief and choice, but it raises
even more profound questions. If God has already accomplished uni-
versal salvation through Christ, what about all the biblical prophe-
cies concerning the end of the world? What about judgment day, the
rapture, and Jesus's second coming? Have these events already oc-
curred in ways we never expected? In our next section, we'll explore
what might be the most shocking revelations of all.






Section 3

THE END OF
THE WORLD






Chapter Fourteen

WHEN Is THE END?

The End That Already Happened

We've now completed our examination of belief and choice, dis-
covering that God accomplished universal salvation without our in-
putor decision. But this raises profound questions: If God has already
reconciled all humanity to Himself, what about the dramatic prophe-
cies concerning the end of the world? What about judgment day,
the rapture, and Jesus's second coming that mainstream Christianity
teaches are still to come?

In the previous section, we discussed the fundamental beliefs of
mainstream Christianity, regarding the subjects of belief in Jesus for
your personal salvation from the penalties of sin, and the idea of
free will as it applies to your choice as being the deciding factor for
determining your final destination upon death.

We have found that some concepts taught in mainstream Chris-
tianity are stacked on other concepts.

In other words, you can't just say that everybody goes to Heaven
and that the Bible is your source of knowledge for that conclusion
without dealing with other concepts like Hell, End time prophecy, the
Rapture, the Lake of Fire, the prophecy of the 70 weeks of Daniel and
more.

In this section and the next, we will discuss what we believe to be
the correct interpretation of these concepts and more.
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Two thousand years of teaching can't be wrong... Can
it?

Very often we are accused of teaching something that goes against
2,000 years of teaching.

Atfirst,I saw the point that our accusers were trying to make. Why
would God reveal something to us that very few had seen yet?

As we pondered this for a while and did a little research, we found
out that we are definitely not the only people who have ever claimed
to have found a truth in the Bible that was previously hidden.

Infact,if you belong to any number of the thousands of protestant
Christian churches, you cannot say that what you believe has been
taught for 2,000 years.

A simple historical research study will reveal that the beliefs that
your faith subscribes to are closer to 500 years old rather than 2,000
years old. Up until 500 years or so ago, the Catholic Church was
mainstream.

Why did that change?

Where did all of these other denominations come from?

Go look up the history of the protestant movement and you will
find that sometimes it takes somebody willing to risk being called
crazy to get us to open our eyes and consider that we might have been
wrong.

In fact, the world has changed a lot over the past 2,000 years, and
many changes have taken place as the result of new knowledge that
surfaces along with people who dare to stand for the change that s

necessary.

Solving Mysteries Takes Time

The truth is that it takes time to figure anything out. Consider the
horrible events of 9/11/2001. Obviously on that day we had no idea
what was happening. In fact, we are still searching for clues to the
puzzle and as time passes.
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Hopefully we will learn more and more about how this all went
down.

Itjust takes time and research to figure things out.

What happened when Jesus died and rose again 2,000 years ago
should be getting clearer and clearer as time goes because thatis how
it works.

So how do you know you have it all right now?

I used to think I had ALL the answers.

I knew what my church believed and I actually believed it more
than they did. If you would have asked me back then if I had the
correct version of Christianity, I would have at least said that we had
90% or more of the Bible figured out.

HAHAHA!

Today, will I tell you I am right?

No way!

I will tell you thatI think I'm right.

I am brave enough to debate my newfound faith against what I
used to believe, but to say that you are right is to say that you know
it all and have nothing left to learn.

I am not willing to make that statement again.

Only God is 100% right.

Until we are like Him, we must be willing to consider that we
might be 100% wrong.

Are you like Him yet?

If not, then you might want to think about having an open mind
and realize that anything is possible.

John's Flashback

When John wrote the book of Revelation, he said he was “in the
Spirit on the Lord’s Day” (Revelation 1:10). Many people assume
that means Sunday or the Jewish Sabbath, but the language
actually points to something far more significant: the day that
belonged to the Lord, the cross and resurrection.
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In other words,John wasn’tbeing transported into the far-off
future. He was being shown the events of the Lord’s Day itself,
a vision that pulled him back to the central moment of history:
when Jesus died and rose again. Revelation was not meant to
frighten us with predictions of what might someday happen, but
to disclose what already took place in Christ’s finished work.

That changes the whole way we read the book. What mat-
tered wasn’t the calendar date when John received his vision
on Patmos, but the reality of when the vision was given to Je-
sus, before His death, so that He would carry into the cross the
knowledge of what it accomplished. John was then shown that
same disclosure, so we could see with fresh eyes the victory that
had already been won.

Scary stuff!

The soon coming end of the world is something I have heard about all
of my life. In fact, it is a very popular subject throughout the entire
world.

Thousands of movies, books and sermons have been produced
with many interpretations as to how this final event will take place.

Does the Bible have anything to say about the end of the world?

I thought you would never ask.

If you ask a mainstream Christian leader about the end of the
world, they will most likely tell you that it is coming very soon and
thatitis going to be awful for anyone who does not believe in Jesus.

But for those who have been wise enough to choose Him as their
personal Savior, they say it will be the great day in which we will
move to our new home where the streets are paved with gold and the
gates are made of pearls.

I have believed this to be true since I was 7 years old. [t wasn't until
the age of 31in 2007 that I finally had a reason to ask the question,
"But where do they get this information?"
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In the coming chapters, we will be looking at a few key passages
and to see if the end is near or if we are merely dealing with more
possible misinterpretations.






Chapter Fifteen

THE NEwW HEAVEN...
STREETS OF GOLD?

The City That Isn't a City

et's begin our journey to the end by looking at the last book of
L the Bible, Revelations.

In this book, the author is describing the things he sees in a vision
from God. When he gets to chapter 21, he sees some awesome, dra-
matic stuff happen.

He sees the passing of Heaven and Earth. He sees a New Heaven
and Earth form. Then he sees a city floating down from the sky,
landing on the Earth. Itis the New Jerusalem.

Then he hears a voice out of Heaven say that everything is differ-
entnow and there will be no more tears, no more death, no more pain.
Then one of the angels takes him in for a closer view of the city. It is
made of jasper, and sapphires, and pearls and emeralds, and even the
streets were paved with pure gold.

When I read this passage for the first time, I saw the same thing
that my preacher had taught in church, which is a beautiful place to
live forever.

But is that what this part of the vision is referring to?

Before we show you what we found, let's go back to the beginning
of this book for just a second ...Revelation 1:1...
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The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him
to show His servants—things which must shortly
take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel
to His servant John,

When I first began to question mainstream Christianity, I knew
that the book of Revelations would have to be a very large part of our
study.

At first, I was nervous about it, but I refused to just skip the parts
of the Bible that seemed difficult and only look at the "easy" books.

One day, I decided to just dive into it and just see what I would
find. As I did in every other part of my new study, I decided to read it
as if it was my first time ever reading it.

If this was the only book I had in front of me, and I had never been
taught by anyone what it meant, what would I get? Let's just see.

Rev1:l

A Revelation of Jesus Christ,

This sentence fragment is the subject of the book. The word "rev-
elation", in this passage, comes from the Greek word "apokalupsis",
which means "disclosure". According to dictionary.com, the English
word "revelation" means "to reveal or disclose something that has
not been realized".

With that in mind, I saw that this book is the full "disclosure" of
Jesus, or the revealing of something about Jesus that we did not know
before. Going on...

which God gave Him to show His servants— things
which must shortly take place. And He sent and sig-
nified it by His angel to His servant John,
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This part of the sentence is often interpreted to mean that the
events that are described in this "disclosure" have not happened yet.
Often the phrase "shortly take place" has been believed to mean
that the events were to happen soon after the "disclosure" was writ-
ten, or that when the events began, they would happen very quickly.
Either of these explanations seems possible, especially given that
mainstream Christianity has spent so much time on this subject, but
as with everything, we want to encourage you not to assume any-
thing to be true or untrue until you have looked into every possible

answer.

When was this "Revelation" given?

The first thing I would like to point out here is a very huge piece of the
puzzle.

For a long time, the Book of Revelations has been considered to
be the account of how things will happen in the future when Jesus is
finally ready to finish things up.

The reason we have believed that for so long is because we have
developed ideas about what the world will be like and look like once
He has finished.

Because the things that we see with our eyes do not match the
visions in our heads, meaning we do not see what we expect to see,
we will always see things as unfinished.

Remember that Jesus is still not believed to be the Messiah by
many because He was not what they expected Him to be. So if they
were wrong about the Messiah, is it possible that what we are ex-
pecting to happen could happen in a way that we least expect?

We already believe that it will happen in an hour we least expect,
so how do we know that we have the "how it will happen" figured
out?

The fact that John doesn't get the vision and write these things
down until way after Jesus has left the Earth has led to some confu-
sion also.
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Because the first verse says "must shortly come to pass", com-
bined with the timing of John's writing of the vision, this leads us
to believe that the events described in this vision will happen AFTER
John writes the vision down.

What we now hope to clarify is that God gave this "disclosure" to
Jesus first, not John and that the phrase "must shortly come to pass"
isinreference to the timing of the Revelation being given to Jesus, not
John.

In other words, we are questioning whether this vision "must
shortly come to pass" after it was given to Jesus or it "must shortly
come to pass" after it was given to John to write down.

Look athow the verse reads and you will see thatitis given to John
last. I've heard mainstream Christian teachers state this before but I
did not see the significance of it until now.

If it was only given to John after Jesus left, then we might be
wrong, but because it was given to Jesus first, then sent to John by
an angel brings a new question to mind.

When was this "disclosure" given to Jesus?

When it was given to John, you will see very soon, is irrelevant.
Let's read this part again...

which God gave Him to show His servants— things
which must shortly take place.

My version...

"Which God gave to Jesus to show His servants things that were
about to happen"

When you think about the verse this way the phrase "things that
must shortly come to pass", moves to a different position in time.

This leads us to ask the question:

When did God give this "disclosure" to Jesus?

Have you ever even thought to ask that question?

I never even thought to ask that question until now.

So when did it happen?
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Let's flip our Bibles back to Matthew 24:3...

Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples
came to Him privately, saying, ""Tell us, when will
these things be? And what will be the sign of Your
coming, and of the end of the age?"

Here, the disciples, (Jesus servants), ask Jesus when the end of the
age will be and what will it look like.

Jesus goes on to answer these questions by describing several
events that we find also described in the book of Revelations.

For example... Matthew 24:29-30

"Immediately after the tribulation of those days the
sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its
light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers
of the heavens will be shaken. Then the sign of the
Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the
tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the
Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with

power and great glory.

Compare this passage in Matthew to Revelations 6:12-13...

Ilooked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold,
there was a great earthquake; and the sun became
black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became
like blood. And the stars of heaven fell to the earth,
as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a
mighty wind.

So again, I have to ask you... When was Jesus given this "disclo-

sure"?
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The whole idea, that God had to give Jesus anything, tells us that
at one point in time, Jesus did not have all the answers. It is really
never talked about, but when did Jesus learn all of these things re-
garding what He was supposed to do and when? Was He just born
with this knowledge? When He was 3 years old was He thinking
about how He was going to die on a cross? Or was this knowledge
given to Him a little at a time as He grew up?

Obviously He knew what was up before He answered the ques-
tions of the disciples in Matthew 24.

Obviously by this point in His life, He knew ALL things as God
knows ALL things.

My guess is that Jesus was clued into these things around the
beginning of His ministry that started when He was baptized by
John the Baptist and then spent the next 40 days in the wilderness.
It seems like a good time to me to let Him in on the full plan, but
regardless of the exact time of this "disclosure" being given to Jesus,
itmust have been given prior to this time when He described it to the
disciples. So let's read it again with the thought that God gave this
"revelation" to Jesus before Jesus speaks in Matthew 24...

Let's look at Rev 1:1 again, but this time, I'm going to add, in

parenthesis, some clarifying words...

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him
(at the beginning of His ministry) to show His ser-
vants— (the disciples) things which must shortly
take place.

Jesus was given this "Revelation" so that He could tell His disci-
ples what was about to happen.

How else could Jesus have quoted things that are in Revelations
without having read it?

The fact that John doesn't get this vision until well after Jesus is
gone only lends to the timelessness of God.



THE NEW HEAVEN... STREETS OF GOLD? 125

Why is this important?

You will see why very soon, but first we need to make a few more
points, so please stick with us here...

Is the book of Revelations literal or symbolic?

Ask just about any mainstream Christian and they will tell you that
Revelations is very symbolic but also contains passages that are
meant to be taken literally.

I used to see that as being true, but as with anything, the power
of suggestion will often cause you to overlook things that are in plain
sight.

If the leader you trust says that this is literal, you will most likely
never even think to second guess his/her opinion.

We hope that you will see some things in this section that will at
minimum cause you to consider the possibilities that you were mis-
led. As we said earlier, it is always best to consider every possibility
and do not make a decision until you have heard all sides of the story
first.

Let's look at the last part of this passage...Revelations 1:1...

And He sent and signified it by His angel to His ser-
vant John,

Not only is the timing of this disclosure a big clue, but the word
"signified" in this verse is also a big deal.

I have never heard any mainstream Christian teacher point this
word out when discussing this book.

You will not find this word in every English translation, but it is
present in the Greek as the word "semaino".

I don't know why some versions leave it out, unless the transla-
tors just failed to see the word as significant.

The word "signify" means "to make known by signs".
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As soon as you begin to get into this book it becomes very clear
that this vision is written in signs and symbols when the writer be-
gins transcribing what he sees.

Here are a few obvious examples:

Revelations 1:12-16...

Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me.
And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands,
and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like
the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the
feet and girded about the chest with a golden band.
His head and hair were white like wool, as white
as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; His feet
were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and
His voice as the sound of many waters; He had in
His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a
sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was
like the sun shining in its strength.

This is the first thing that John sees.

Is it symbolic or literal?

The symbolism is explained a couple verses later...
Revelations 1:19-20...

Write the things which you have seen, and the
things which are, and the things which will take
place after this. The mystery of the seven stars
which you saw in My right hand, and the seven
golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels
of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands
which you saw are the seven churches.



THE NEW HEAVEN... STREETS OF GOLD? 127

Here the one speaking, Jesus, tells John to write down the things
he has seen already, and whatever he sees now and finally whatever
else he sees after this.

You see, John "saw" lamp stands.

He didn't see seven churches.

Clearly this is symbolism.

What about this? Revelations 12:1-4...

Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet,
and on her head a garland of twelve stars. Then
being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain
to give birth. And another sign appeared in heaven:
behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads
and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. His
tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw
them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the
woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her
Child as soon as it was born.

He said "a great sign appeared in heaven".

Was this woman literal or symbolic?

What about the dragon?

He sweeps a third of the stars from the sky!

That is a big dragon.

Read this whole "disclosure" and you will find obvious symbolism
on every page. With so much symbolism, how do we know which
parts are to be taken literally?

John sees a dragon, two separate beasts, and several horses gal-
loping across the sky.

Towards the end of the book, he sees a city made of gold floating
down to the New Earth.

Is that literal?
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I was taught that it was.  would venture that 99% of mainstream
Christian teachers will claim that it is literal.

What do they base this claim on?

Does the writer of this book tell us to take it literally?

If the writer did not mention anything regarding how thisis to be
taken, then we might be able to assume that it is possible that it is
literal.

The problem I have with this is that the writer DID say something
about it, and in the very first verse.

This message hasbeen "signified" or formatted in a symbolic code
that cannot be taken at face value, but is to be interpreted.

The New Jerusalem... a Literal City, or Something
Else?

Let's jump back again towards the end of this book and read about
the city we started writing about in the beginning of this sec-
tion...Revelations 21:1-4...

Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the
first heaven and the first earth had passed away.
Also there was no more sea. Then I, John, saw
the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband. And I heard a loud voice from heaven
saying, ""Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,
and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His
people. God Himself will be with them and be their
God. And God will wipe away every tear from their
eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor
crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former

things have passed away."

Here John sees a new heaven and earth.
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Could this be symbolic?

Then he sees the holy city coming down from Heaven.

What is this city?

Is it where we will live in the future like mainstream Christianity
teaches?

Look at what John says in verse 9...

Then one of the seven angels who had the seven
bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me
and talked with me, saying, ""Come, I will show you
the bride, the Lamb's wife."

Look at the words I underlined here, "the Lamb's wife".

Who is the Lamb's wife?

John sees the city "prepared as a bride adorned for her husband"
and then the angel calls the city "the Lamb's wife".

So what is going on here?

Is this a literal city, or is it symbolic?

Remember that the first verse in this book says that this message
is symbolic.

Could it be that this is symbolic?

Most mainstream Christian leaders will tell you that we will live
in this city forever.

Most Christians, when asked to describe what heaven looks like,
will describe in detail this city.

They believe this city is literal, but the angel calls it "the Lamb's
wife".

We were taught that the bride of Christ is a symbolic term for
God's people.

Obviously there is some symbolism here, but what does it mean?

Is this a city, or God's people?

Is Jesus going to marry some golden streets?

Let's refer to some other Bible passages and see if we can make

sense of this.
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O Jerusalem

In the Old Testament, when God was speaking to His people, He said
things like this in Isaiah 52:1...

Awake! Awake! Put on your strength, Zion; put on
your beautiful robes, O Jerusalem, the holy city. For
never again shall come to you uncircumcised and

unclean ones.

In this verse, God is speaking to "Jerusalem".

Is He talking to the city, meaning the buildings and streets, or is
He using the name of the city symbolically in reference to the people
of the city?

Obviously He is talking to the people.

Jerusalem is a real city, but city names are very commonly used
symbolically. For example, if you have ever been to a concert, often
theband leader will at some point yell out "Hello New York City!" and
all of the people who identify with the city will shout back.

That is what is happening in this verse.

God is using the name of the city symbolically.

So now back to Revelations, the angel shows John the New
Jerusalem.

Isit a literal city?

If so, why does the angel call it the bride which is obviously a term
to reference His people?

The New Jerusalem is symbolic of God's people who were made
New.

Rev 21:10...

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great
and high mountain, and showed me the great city,
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the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from
God,

This is revolutionary! If the New Jerusalem represents God's peo-
ple rather than a literal city, and if this entire vision is symbolic
rather than literal, what does this mean for everything else we've
been taught about the end times? In our next chapter, we'll explore
what the "New Deal" really represents and discover why everything
had to be made new.






Chapter Sixteen
THE NEw DEAL

When Everything Changed at the Cross

he city is symbolic of God's people.

Jerusalem was symbolic of God's people in the Old Testa-

ment, now God's people are symbolized by the New Jerusalem.

Why is it new?

The city is new because the Old Covenant is gone and, because of
Jesus, everything was made New.

The new heaven, the new earth, and the new city are all symbolic
of something new.

Look at how the writer explains this newness in verse 4...

... for the first things passed away.

The NIV says "for the old order of things has passed away"

The new heaven and earth and city are symbols of something
made new, "for the old order of things has passed away".

What "old order" has passed away?

Whatis something that was old that was used for "order" thathas
now been made new?

Look at what the writer of Hebrews says about something that
was Old that has been replaced by something New.

Hebrews 8:6-13...
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But now He has obtained a more excellent min-
istry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better
covenant, which was established on better promis-
es. For if that first covenant had been faultless,
then no place would have been sought for a sec-
ond. Because finding fault with them, He says: ""BE-
HOLD, THE DAYS ARE COMING, SAYS THE LORD,
WHEN I WILL MAKE A NEW COVENANT WITH
THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE
OF JUDAH—NOT ACCORDING TO THE COVENANT
THAT I MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS IN THE DAY
WHEN I TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO LEAD
THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT; BECAUSE
THEY DID NOT CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT, AND
IDISREGARDED THEM, SAYS THE LORD. FOR THIS
IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE
HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE
LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS IN THEIR MIND AND
WRITE THEM ON THEIR HEARTS; AND I WILL BE
THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.
NONE OF THEM SHALL TEACH HIS NEIGHBOR,
AND NONE HIS BROTHER, SAYING, 'KNOW THE
LORD,' FOR ALL SHALL KNOW ME, FROM THE
LEAST OF THEM TO THE GREATEST OF THEM.
FOR I WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR UNRIGHT-
EOUSNESS, AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAW-
LESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE." In
that He says, "ANEW COVENANT," Hehas made the
first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and
growing old is ready to vanish away.

The writer of Hebrews says here that the Old Covenant, which is
the Law, has been replaced by a new one.
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That sounds like "the old order of things has passed away" to me.

In other words, it is a whole new world since Jesus died and rose
again and gave us the New Covenant.

The old way was made obsolete and now we live in the new world.

Even our calendar started over that day.

The New Heaven and Earth and City are symbolic of the New
Covenant which replaced the Old one.

When Jesus died, the Old Covenant died with Him, but when He
rose again, everything was made new with the confirmation of the
New Covenant.

Remember this verse we read in chapter 2, 2Corinthians 5:17...

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new cre-
ation; old things have passed away; behold, all
things have become new.

The Old things have passed away and ALL things have become
new. This is just another example of what happened when the Old
Covenant was replaced with the New Covenant.

Not One Little Thing...

Are you still not convinced that the new Jerusalem and heaven and
earth are symbolic of the end of the Law or Old Covenant?

Then let's jump to the side for just a bit so I can make another
point.

Let's talk about the "Old" way.

The Law is the Old Covenant. Has any part of the Law changed
since the coming of the Lord?

Many mainstream Christian teachers will agree that when the
New Covenant was given to us, at the cross and resurrection of Jesus,
the Law was made obsolete.

Some mainstream Christians still cling to the Law, saying that it
is still fully in effect, while others just dismiss certain parts of it.
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All I'm asking now is this:

Did ANYTHING change regarding the Law when Jesus died and
rose again?

The writer of Hebrews claimed the Old Covenant was now obso-
lete. That sure sounds like a change to me.

Also Peter had a vision regarding the law. Remember the vision he
saw of the unclean food that God said was now clean? Acts 10:9-16...

The next day, as they went on their journey and
drew near the city, Peter went up on the housetop
to pray, about the sixth hour. Then he became very
hungry and wanted to eat; but while they made
ready, he fell into a trance and saw heaven opened
and an object like a great sheet bound at the four
corners, descending to him and let down to the
earth. In it were all kinds of four-footed animals of
the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of
the air. And a voice came to him, "Rise, Peter; kill
and eat." But Peter said, '""Not so, Lord! For I have
never eaten anything common or unclean." And a
voice spoke to him again the second time, "What
God has cleansed you must not call common." This
was done three times. And the object was taken up
into heaven again.

According to the Law, the food on this sheet was not to be eaten.
In this vision, Jesus tells Peter to eat it. Peter knew it was wrong, so he
resisted at first, but He insisted that He had made these foods clean.

Now some mainstream Christians will explain that this vision
was symbolic of how the Gentiles were now able to be clean if they
believed in Jesus, but even that would mark a change in the Law
since the Gentiles were excluded from the Old Covenant and are now
included in the New.
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So, if this vision was truly from God, and we can now freely eat
pork, (mmm... bacon), then we must agree that something regarding
the law has changed.

That being so, let's look at this verse in Matthew where there is
another hidden clue that will add some weight to our claim.

Matthew 5:18...

For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass
away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass
from the law till all is fulfilled.

Let's clarify some things. The word "jot" here comes from the
Greek word "iota" which is the name of the eighth letter of the
Greek alphabet. It is used here to figuratively describe something
very small. Have you ever heard someone use the term "not one iota"
to mean "not one little thing"? A "tittle" is very similar. Let's reword
this verse to clarify what it means...

My version...

For truly I say to you, Till the heaven and the earth pass away, not
onelittle thing shall in any way pass from the Law until allis fulfilled.

Let me restate that again...

Until heaven and earth pass away, NOTHING about the Law will
pass until ALL is fulfilled

Let me restate that again...

ALL things will be fulfilled when the Law has passed and Heaven
and Earth have passed.

Again...

Heaven and Earth and the Law will pass at the same time, signi-
fying that ALL has been fulfilled.

One more time...

When everything is finished, Heaven and Earth and the Law will
pass away.

Can you see what is happening here?
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Jesus says that NOTHING about the Law is going to change until
Heaven and Earth pass away.

The Law changed when Jesus died!

What does that mean for Heaven and Earth?

Obviously when Jesus died, symbolically, everything died be-
cause He represented ALL of creation.

Heaven and Earth passed away when Jesus died on the Cross.

When Jesus rose again, ALL of Mankind was made New.

Heaven and Earth were made New.

Everything is New today because the Old order of things, or the
Law is gone!

A Whole New World

Look what Paul says about Jesus here in Colossians 1:15-20...

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn
over all creation. For by Him all things were created
that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or princi-
palities or powers. All things were created through
Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and
in Him all things consist. And He is the head of the
body, the church, who is the beginning, the first-
born from the dead, that in all things He may have
the preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in
Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to
reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether
things on earth or things in heaven, having made
peace through the blood of His cross.

Jesus is the creator of ALL things. By Him, through Him, and for
Him, ALL things were created. Verse 19 says "For it pleased the Father
that in Him all the fullness should dwell".
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If ALL things dwell in Him, then what would happen to ALL things
when He died?

ALL things would die, right?

Look what Paul says here in 2Corinthians 5:14...

For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge
thus: that if One died for all, then all died;

We discussed this passage more in depth earlier in Section 2. Jesus
represented ALL things. When He died, ALL things died. When He
was made New, the day He rose again, ALL things were made New.

Q. In Matthew 5:18 Jesus says that NOTHING shall pass from the
law until when? A. Until heaven and earth pass away.

Q. When did the Law change? A. When Jesus gave us the New
Covenant at the cross and resurrection.

Q. When did it become ok to eat pork? A. At the cross and resur-
rection of Jesus.

Q. When did the old order of things pass away? A. When Jesus
passed away at the cross.

Q. When did everything become new? A. When Jesus became new
at the resurrection.

Q. When did heaven and earth pass away? A. When Jesus passed
away at the cross.

Q. When was Heaven and Earth made new? A. When Jesus rose
from the dead.

Am I making my point clear?

The New Heaven and Earth are symbolic of the New Covenant
that was given to us at the cross and resurrection of Jesus. The New
Jerusalem symbolizes the change that happened to us when this was
accomplished.

And, look what else Jesus said in Matt 5:18 "until all is fulfilled".

ALL things were fulfilled at the cross and resurrection of Jesus.

There is nothing left to be completed.

It is finished!
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This changes everything! If all biblical prophecy was fulfilled at
the cross and resurrection, and we're already living in the new heaven
and earth under the New Covenant, what does this mean for the
concept of being "born again"? In our next chapter, we'll discover
that this familiar Christian term has a completely different meaning

than we ever imagined.



Chapter Seventeen

You MuST BE BORN
AGAIN!

The Birth You Didn't Choose

ou see, this "disclosure", known as the book of Revelations, was
Y given to Jesus so He could tell His servants about the events that
were getting ready to happen.

He was telling them these things all throughout His ministry.

All of His stories were concerning these events.

The climax of the book of Revelations is the passing of the old
heaven and earth and the beginning of the new heaven and earth,
just as the climax of the entire Bible is the Cross and Resurrection of
Jesus.

These events in Revelations are not to be taken literally.

They are symbolic of the spiritual change that took place when
Jesus died and rose again.

When He died, ALL of creation symbolically died, and when He
was given new life, ALL of creation was "Born Again"!

That is what Jesus was referring to when He told Nicodemus in
John 3 that unless you are "Born Again", you cannot enter the king-
dom of God.

The reason He used the analogy "Born Again" is because it re-

quires nothing of you.
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Think about it... What role did you play in being born? Did you
make any decisions that led to your birth?

Of course you didn't. The one being born has no choice in the
matter.

That is why Jesus did not explain to Nicodemus how to be born
again, and neither is this process explained anywhere in the Bible,
because it is not about you or your choice, but about Him and His
choice that had an effect on you.

So if the new heaven and earth and the new Jerusalem symbolize
the end of the Law and Beginning of the New order of things, then
ALL of that has already happened!

So the "End" of the world, as referenced in the Bible, has already
taken place.

There is no future "End" found other than the personal end we
will each face when we die.

We will be looking into what the Bible says about what happens
to us when we die in the coming chapters, but for now, we want to
continue to talk about the Law to further demonstrate the fact thatit
is now obsolete like the writer of Hebrews claimed it to be.

Moses' Ministry of Death!

Many mainstream Christians will tell you that Law is obsolete. Some
will say itis still in effect. Very few will claim thatitis to be completely
disregarded like we believe it is to be.

Even the mainstream Christians that claim the law is obsolete,
usually still cling to the Ten Commandments.

As a matter of fact, in an effort to get the public schools to dis-
play the Ten Commandments a few years ago, a certain religious TV
station was featuring a special about the Ten Commandments. The
show was being hosted by the owners of the network and to my dis-
belief, one of them made the statement that the Ten Commandments
were "the single greatest gift that God ever gave to mankind".

"Seriously!??", I wanted to ask this person.
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What about Jesus?

As you will see in the next few scripture references we will be dis-
cussing, the Ten Commandments were the base of the Old Covenant.

Jesus is the base for the New Covenant.

Jesus, before He died, was representing the Old Covenant, but
spoke often about the end of it.

Look what John says in the opening verses of his gospel...

John 1:1-5

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things were made through
Him, and without Him nothing was made that was
made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of
men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not comprehend it...

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace
and truth.

Jesus was the "Word made flesh".

What "Word" is John referring to?

Up until this point, the only written word claimed to be the word
of God was the Old Testament which is the Old Covenant.

Everything in the Old Covenant is actually referring to Jesus.

Here, the Old Covenant was made into a man. Look what Jesus
says here in John 5:37-47...

And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified
of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time,
nor seen His form. But you do not have His word
abiding in you, because whom He sent, Him you do
not believe. You search the Scriptures, for in them
you think you have eternal life; and these are they
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Jesus says in verse 39 that the "scriptures” or the writings of the
Old Testament were referring to Him. He then goes on to tell them
that they never really believed in Moses (the one who obtained the
Law from God) or they would believe in Him, because Moses wrote
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which testify of Me. But you are not willing to come
to Me that you may have life. "I do notreceive honor
from men. But I know you, that you do not have the
love of Godin you. I have come in My Father's name,
and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his
own name, him you will receive. How can you be-
lieve, who receive honor from one another, and do
not seek the honor that comes from the only God?
Do not think that I shall accuse you to the Father;
there is one who accuses you—Moses, in whom you
trust. For if you believed Moses, you would believe
Me; for he wrote about Me. But if you do not believe
his writings, how will you believe My words?"

about Him.

Jesus was the Law, or the Old Covenant. When He died, so did
it. The Old Covenant was never meant to be in effect forever. It was

always God's plan to replace it with Jesus.

Look at what Paul says about the Old Covenant here in 2

Corinthians 3:1-18...

Do we begin again to commend ourselves? Or do
we need, as some others, epistles of commendation
to you or letters of commendation from you? You
are our epistle written in our hearts, known and
read by all men; clearly you are an epistle of Christ,
ministered by us, written not with ink but by the
Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but
on tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart. And we have
such trust through Christ toward God. Not that we
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are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as
being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from
God, who also made us sufficient as ministers of
the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spir-
it; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. But
if the ministry of death, written and engraved on
stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel
could not look steadily at the face of Moses because
of the glory of his countenance, which glory was
passing away, how will the ministry of the Spirit
not be more glorious? For if the ministry of con-
demnation had glory, the ministry of righteousness
exceeds much more in glory. For even what was
made glorious had no glory in this respect, because
of the glory that excels. For if what is passing away
was glorious, what remains is much more glorious.
Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great
boldness of speech—unlike Moses, who put a veil
over his face so that the children of Israel could not
look steadily at the end of what was passing away.
But their minds were blinded. For until this day the
same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old
Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ.
But even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies
on their heart. Nevertheless when one turns to the
Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the
Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
liberty. But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as
in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being trans-
formed into the same image from glory to glory, just
as by the Spirit of the Lord.

145
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In verse 6, Paul says that he has been made to be a minister of the
New Covenant. He says it is "not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the
letter kills, but the Spirit gives life".

The letter kills?

We were taught that this written book was life for us, but Paul says
thatit kills.

What did he mean by that?

In verse 7, Paul goes on to call the Ten Commandments and the
Old Covenant the Ministry of Death, engraved on stones.

He says that any time the Old Testament is referenced, that a
"veil" lies on our hearts.

He then contrasts that in verse 17, saying that Jesus is the New
Covenant of the Spirit, and He has given us Liberty.

The written Law was given to us for no other reason than to bring
condemnation to us all, placing us all equally in trouble.

Look what Paul says here in Romans 3:19,20...

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to
those who are under the law, that every mouth may
be stopped, and all the world may become guilty
before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law no
flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is
the knowledge of sin.

The Law was given "that every mouth may be stopped". This
means that we do not have the right to point fingers at anyone else
concerning their shortcomings in reference to the Law because, as
verse 20 says, no one is justified by the Law.

The Law was merely given to bring definition to sin, thereby in-
cluding ALL of us as recipients of its penalties.

The Good News is that when Jesus died, the Law died too because
He represented the Law and ALL of us who were subject to it.

When He rose again, the New Covenant took over, eliminating the
Old Covenant.



Chapter Eighteen
A BETTER COVENANT

When Unconditional Became Reality

A s previously mentioned, the Old Covenant was never meant to
rule forever. Look what God says about the Old Covenant here
in Jeremiah 31:31-34...

"Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when
I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah— not according to the
covenant that I made with their fathers in the day
that I took them by the hand to lead them out of
the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke,
though I'was a husband to them, says the LORD. But
this is the covenant that I will make with the house
of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put
My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts;
and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.
No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and
every man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,'
for they all shall know Me, from the least of them
to the greatest of them, says the LORD. For I will
forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember

no more."
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Here God says that He is going to one day give us a New Covenant.
He says that it will NOT be like the one He made when He delivered
His people from Egypt. The covenant He is talking about is the Law
He gave Moses right after they escaped Egypt.

According to this passage, the New Covenant would be written on
our hearts and minds.

This sounds very much like the way Paul describes the Old and
New Covenants in 2Corinthians 3 that we just read.

Look at verse 34. It says that when the New Covenant comes,
it will no longer be necessary to teach your neighbor or brother to
"Know the Lord".

When the New Covenant He is describing comes, ALL will know
Him, because ALL will be included in the forgiveness of their sins.

Time to Grow Up

We are often ridiculed for saying that the Law has been made
obsolete. But why is that such a terrible thing? Do we really need
God breathing down our necks with rules in order to do what s
right?

Think about it. Do you believe that tossing out the rule book
will suddenly cause people to start murdering? People murder
every day, even though they already know the Ten Command-
ments forbid it. Rules alone never stopped sin.

I once had this discussion with a longtime preacher friend.
He challenged me: “So you're telling me that God wouldn’t be angry
if I had shelves full of pornography instead of religious books?”

I asked him, “If you knew God would not be angry, what kinds of
books would you choose to keep on your shelves?”

That’s the point. By removing the Law as our master, God has
placed the responsibility back in our hands. Will we choose what
is right because it is right, or do we only behave when we are
afraid of punishment?

It’s time to grow up.
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When I first read this passage to the pastor of the church I was
attending when I first began this journey, he told me that this partic-
ular covenant had not been fulfilled yet. He said this because of the
wording found in this verse...

Revelations 21:3...

And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, '"Be-
hold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will
dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God
Himself will be with them and be their God.

He was right.

This passage in Revelations does match the wording found in
Jeremiah 31:33 that we just read.

The problem he was having is that he believed Revelations to be
a future event, and because of its obvious parallelism with Jeremiah
31:33, this could not have already happened.

He then cornered me and asked if I really believed that this had
been accomplished.

I told him that at that point in my study, I couldn't be certain, but
that the writer of Hebrews seemed to think that it had been.

Check this out here in Hebrews 8:1-13...

Now this is the main point of the things we are
saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seat-
ed at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty
in the heavens, a Minister of the sanctuary and of
the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and
not man. For every high priest is appointed to offer
both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary
that this One also have something to offer. For if
He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since
there are priests who offer the gifts according to the
law; who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly
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things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he
was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, ""SEE
THAT YOU MAKE ALL THINGS ACCORDING TO
THE PATTERN SHOWN YOU ON THE MOUNTAIN."
But now He has obtained a more excellent min-
istry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better
covenant, which was established on better promis-
es. For if that first covenant had been faultless,
then no place would have been sought for a sec-
ond. Because finding fault with them, He says: ""BE-
HOLD, THE DAYS ARE COMING, SAYS THE LORD,
WHEN I WILL MAKE A NEW COVENANT WITH
THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE
OF JUDAH—NOT ACCORDING TO THE COVENANT
THAT I MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS IN THE DAY
WHEN I TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO LEAD
THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT; BECAUSE
THEY DID NOT CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT, AND
IDISREGARDED THEM, SAYS THE LORD. FOR THIS
IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE
HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE
LORD: 1 WILL PUT MY LAWS IN THEIR MIND AND
WRITE THEM ON THEIR HEARTS; AND I WILL BE
THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.
NONE OF THEM SHALL TEACH HIS NEIGHBOR,
AND NONE HIS BROTHER, SAYING, 'KNOW THE
LORD,' FOR ALL SHALL KNOW ME, FROM THE
LEAST OF THEM TO THE GREATEST OF THEM.
FOR I WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR UNRIGHT-
EOUSNESS, AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAW-
LESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE." In
that He says, ""ANEW COVENANT," He has made the
first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and
growing old is ready to vanish away.
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The writer describes the Old Covenant as faulty and then quotes
Jeremiah 31:31-34, saying that this IS the New Covenant that was
made for us when Jesus died and rose again.

He then says thatthe Old Covenantis obsolete and ready to vanish
away.

So, YES, Jeremiah 31:31-34 has been fulfilled by the death and
resurrection of Jesus some 2,000 years ago, which, just as my former
pastor said, sounds a lot like the wording found in Revelation 21:3,
which means that has been fulfilled also.

""No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and
every man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,'
for they all shall know Me, from the least of them
to the greatest of them, says the LORD. For I will
forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember
no more."

As a close friend of mine pointed out the other day, there are no
stipulations found in this passage. It doesn't say "If you believe" or
"If you try hard" or anything. It simply states that when the New
Covenant comes, it will be for everyone and include everyone.

This is absolutely revolutionary! If the New Covenant has already
been established and includes everyone without conditions, then
every promise of God has been fulfilled. But this raises the ultimate
question: Is there really nothing left for God to accomplish? In our
next chapter, we'll explore the profound meaning of Jesus's final
words: "Itis finished!" and discover what this means for every bibli-

cal prophecy and promise.






Chapter Nineteen

IT IS FINISHED!

When Jesus Meant What He Said

esus was the fleshly manifestation of the writings and prophecies

described in the Old Testament. He came to Earth and taught the
Law and its consequences. He also talked a lot about the end of the
age and what that was going to be like.

There is no way He could have talked about the end if it had never
been revealed to Him. It, however, was revealed to Him, as were ALL
things. That is how He was able to describe the things written in the
book of Revelations that was not penned until years after His death,
resurrection, and ascension to Heaven.

Because Jesus was the Old Covenant made into Man, when that
Man died, so did the Old Covenant.

The End of the World described in the Bible is symbolic of the end
of the Old Order of things.

Let's look at some other passages that appear to describe the end
as having already been accomplished. Hebrews 9:24-28...

For Christ has not entered the holy places made
with hands, which are copies of the true, but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God
for us; not that He should offer Himself often, as the
high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year
with blood of another—He then would have had to
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suffer often since the foundation of the world; but
now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared
to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. And as
it is appointed for men to die once, but after this
the judgment, so Christ was offered once to bear
the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him
He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for

salvation.

Look at verse 26. The writer states that Jesus has appeared NOW,
at the End of the Ages to "put away" sin by the sacrifice of Himself.

Doesn't this sound like the end was at the sacrificing of Jesus?

Many mainstream Christians read verse 27, "And as it is appoint-
ed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, so Christ was of-
fered once to bear the sins of many", and say that it points to a future
judgment, but what the writer is saying here is that the sentence or
consequences of the judgment will be rendered to each man upon his
death.

The Good News is that Jesus took all the penalties of our sin upon
Himself and gave us eternal life.

Thelastverse hereisjustto give hope to those who believe in Jesus
that He will be there to collect us when we die. It doesn't mean that
He will not be collecting everybody when they die, but the writer is
simply confirming to those who care, the ones eagerly expecting this,
that they will not be disappointed.

Look what Paul writes here in 1Timothy 1:8-10...

Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of
our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with
me in the sufferings for the gospel according to
the power of God, who has saved us and called us
with a holy calling, not according to our works,
but according to His own purpose and grace which
was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began,
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but has now been revealed by the appearing of our
Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and
brought life and immortality to light through the

gospel,

He says here that this Covenant was always meant for us to have,
even before time began. He says that it was only revealed by the
appearing of Jesus who has abolished death and brought life and
immortality to light.

Remember that Paul called the Old Covenant the ministry of
Death.

Now, compare this passage to Paul's letter to the Romans in Ro-
mans 5:12-14...

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered
the world, and death through sin, and thus death
spread to all men, because all sinned—(For until
the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed
when there is no law. Nevertheless death reigned
from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not
sinned according to the likeness of the transgres-
sion of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to
come.

Here Paul is talking about the fact that even though the Law had
not been given yet, sin was still here. Sin, however was not revealed
until the Old Covenant was given, which defined sin. Once the Old
Covenant was given, it was obvious that sin was here, because the
parameters were laid out, exposing our faults.

Now back to 1Timothy 1:8-10, Paul is saying that even though the
parameters of the New Covenant were notrevealed yet, doesn't mean
that God's grace was not already here.
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"grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before
time began, but has now been revealed by the ap-
pearing of our Savior Jesus Christ"

The grace was always here, as was sin.

The Old Covenant revealed sin to the World, just as the New
Covenant has now revealed God's grace to the same World.

Itis really quite simple as Paul explains in Romans 5:18...

Therefore, as through one man's offense judgment
came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so
through one Man's righteous act the free gift came
to all men, resulting in justification of life.

Adam sinned and brought condemnation to the entire World, and
Christ reversed the effects with His act of obedience.

The End!

And that was the End!

The end of the way things used to be, the end of the "old order
of things" as described in Revelations 21:4, coincides with the cruci-
fixion of Jesus, and the beginning of the New Heaven and Earth and
God's Kingdom, coincides with the resurrection of our Savior, Jesus.

Is it what you expected?

After hearing my entire life that the end of the world, as described
in the Bible, was going to be catastrophic, itis to me, quite refreshing
to finally realize that there will be no end to the life we all share on
this planet.

His kingdom was established 2,000 years ago. Check out this
passage found in Isaiah 9:6-7...
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For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is giv-
en; And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of
the increase of His government and peace There
will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over
His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judg-
ment and justice From that time forward, even for-
ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.

And this one found in Luke 1:32-33...

And behold, you will conceive in your womb and
bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS.
He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne
of His father David. And He will reign over the house
ofJacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no
end."

I have found that most people do not believe God's kingdom has
been established, because they are expecting a physical kingdom
centered around the new Jerusalem. In fact, when sharing this idea
with a mainstream Christian leader that I have always respected as
a very intelligent man and Bible scholar, he laughed at me. He then
went to another room and came back with a shoe box full of notes
from his own studies. Among these notes were several renderings of
what he expected the new Jerusalem to look like.

You see, he expected a physical city that he could see.

Because he cannot see it with his eyes, he cannot accept thatitis
here already. Jesus covered this in Luke 17:20-21...
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Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the
kingdom of God would come, He answered them
and said, "The kingdom of God does not come with
observation; nor will they say, 'See here!' or 'See
there!' For indeed, the kingdom of God is within
you."

The word "observation", in this passage, means ocular evidence
or evidence that can be seen with the eyes. That tells me that we will
never "see" the kingdom. It is among us, just as we have shown you.
In fact, the New Jerusalem is us. We are God's people. We are His
kingdom. Matthew 16:28...

Assuredly, I say to you, there are some standing here
who shall not taste death till they see the Son of
Man coming in His kingdom."

Jesus said this before He died, indicating that His kingdom was
nearly here.

There are so many more things to show you. Forget about what
you were taught, or what you were expecting, because Jesus is far
greater than that. He did more than we ever thought possible. He did
itin the hour we least expected.

This revelation is staggering! If Jesus established His kingdom
2,000 years ago and ALL prophecy was fulfilled, what about the
cornerstone belief of Christianity - that Jesus is coming back? Have
we been waiting for something that already happened? In our next
chapter, we'll examine one of the most cherished beliefs of the faith
and discover whether the "second coming" means what we think it

means.



Chapter Twenty

Is JEsus COMING
BACK?

The Return That Already Happened

arlier, we showed you that the end of the world, as described in

E the Bible, was actually just a symbolic reference to the end of
the Old Covenant, or the Law. It was the end of the world, because
it was the end of the way the world operated at that time. The "old
order of things" passed away and the new order began with the res-
urrection of Jesus.

Mainstream Christianity has alotofideas thatare all interlocking.
In other words, you cannot say the end of the world has happened
without dealing with other doctrinal beliefs such as, "the second
coming of Christ", "judgment day", "the rapture", "the resurrection
of the dead", "the separation of the sheep and the goats", "the 70
weeks of Daniel" and the things Jesus said in Matthew 24 and Luke
17.

In this section, we will cover these ideas one at a time and show
you how they each fit into our new belief.

Common Doctrines Not Found in the Bible

Several months before the completion of the final revision of this
book, we sentout a "test" copy to 30 people that we knew and trusted
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to give us an honest review. Some of these people were already in
agreement with us, some were blind-sided with this information,
and some we knew would be in total opposition to what we are
saying.

One of my old friends, who still remains in total opposition to our
message, pointed out a phrase that we had typed and noted that this
phrase was not found anywhere in the Bible.

The phrase was "Jesus saved the entire world".

He is correct.

This phrase, with this exact wording, is not found in the Bible.

Does that mean that it is not true?

If so, then we believe thatitis time tolook at some phrases that we
hear mainstream Christianity use daily that are nowhere to be found
in the good book.

Where can one find "the age of accountability” in the Bible?

Or how about the "sinners prayer"?

The common word "rapture" is nowhere to be found.

Where does the Bible say that I must make Jesus my "Personal
Lord and Savior"?

My point is that we have all heard these words and phrases used
so much that we are shocked when we find out they are not in the
Bible.

The Second Coming

Coincidentally, the phrase "second coming" is nowhere to be found
in the Bible either. It is one of the most talked about events in the
Christian world, but where is it mentioned in the Bible?

Like we said before, there are so many ideas stacked on top of
each other in mainstream Christianity, we just cannot simply say
that Jesus is not making another trip to planet Earth without dealing
with all of them.

So for now, we will just say that some of the things that "scholars"
believe will happen at the second coming of Jesus, already happened.
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They just happened in a way that we least expected and in the hour
we least expected.

How could it be that we overlooked these things?

Well, the Bible is a mystery and mysteries take time to solve.

Let's move on to some of the sub-events that are supposed to
coincide with the "second coming" and see if we can determine if
they have happened yet.

This is a shocking challenge to one of Christianity's most fun-
damental beliefs! If the "second coming" isn't even mentioned in
the Bible by that name, and if the associated events happened in
ways we never expected, what does this mean for other end-times
doctrines? In our next chapter, we'll examine "Judgment Day" and
discover when this pivotal event actually took place.






Chapter Twenty-One
JUDGMENT DAY

The Verdict That Was Already Rendered

J udgment Day is a big deal.

If mainstream Christianity is right, there will be a day, in the
near future, that Jesus will return to Earth and every one of us will
stand before Him and be held accountable for everything we have
done.

If they are correct, that Judgment Day is in the future, then we
must say that we are 100% wrong about everything.

Everyone cannot go to Heaven like we are suggesting, unless the
Day of Judgment has already been accomplished.

We already pointed out some wording that Paul used in Romans
that sounds like he believed the Judgment to be final. Check it out,
Romans 5:18...

Therefore, as through one man's offense judgment
came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so
through one Man's righteous act the free gift came
to all men, resulting in justification of life.

Paul is saying here that ALL of mankind was judged and con-
demned as a result of the actions and decision of Adam.
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Coincidentally, he is also suggesting that the choice of Jesus has
reversed this effect on us.
Look what Jesus said about Judgment Day in John 5:19-29...

Then Jesus answered and said to them, "Most as-
suredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Him-
self, but what He sees the Father do; for whatev-
er He does, the Son also does in like manner. For
the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things
that He Himself does; and He will show Him greater
works than these, that you may marvel. For as the
Father raises the dead and gives life to them, even
so the Son gives life to whom He will. For the Father
judges no one, but has committed all judgment to
the Son, that all should honor the Son just as they
honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son
does not honor the Father who sent Him. "Most
assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and
believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life,
and shall not come into judgment, but has passed
from death into life. Most assuredly, I say to you,
the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will
hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who
hear will live. For as the Father has life in Himself,
so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself,
and has given Him authority to execute judgment
also, because He is the Son of Man. Do not marvel
at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are
in the graves will hear His voice and come forth—
those who have done good, to the resurrection of
life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrec-
tion of condemnation.
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In this passage, Jesus says that God, the Father, has given Jesus
the job of judging the world. Jesus then says that if anyone believes,
then they will not come into the judgment. (Don't forget what we
said in Section 2 that nobody believed.) Then He says that He is going
to judge us by our works, those who have done good, and those who
have done evil.

The point of showing you this passage is that Jesus tells us that
this hour is coming very soon.

Did He say these things in the 1980's?

No, He said this 2,000 years ago.

Does that mean that He is just a little slow?

No way!

I have learned that when something in the Bible doesn't fit my
doctrine the way I think it should, then thatis a good time to question
my doctrine, rather that just forcing it to fit by saying that the verse
doesn't mean what it says.

Now to one of my favorite passages...John 12:31-33...

Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler
of this world will be cast out. And I, if I am lifted
up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself."
This He said, signifying by what death He would
die.

Here Jesus says that it is finally time for judgment.

He also says that if He is lifted up, He will draw ALL to Himself.

What does this tell us?

Verse 33 says that Jesus was talking about His death, so that tells
me that the time for the judgment was at the cross.

Whether you are with me on this or not, just think about this for
abit.

The Bible says that when Jesus was on the cross, the sins of the
entire world were placed on Him.
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Jesus says in John 5 that at the time for judgment, He is going to
judge us according to the Law. Sin or evil will be punished, and good
(no sin) will be rewarded.

If Jesus took the sins of the world upon Him at the cross and then
the judgment was determined at that moment, then Jesus would be
punished for everyone's sins, while everyone else would be set free.

So does the Bible say that Jesus paid our penalty for sin?

Check out Hebrews 2:9...

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than
the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with
glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might
taste death for everyone.

It doesn't make any sense that Jesus would pay for the sins of the
world before the world was judged. Everyone knows that a sentence
is not given until the verdict is read.

Judgment Day was at the cross and Jesus paid our debt.

This is earth-shattering! If Judgment Day already occurred at the
cross, with Jesus taking the punishment for everyone's sins, what
does this mean for another major end-times belief - the rapture? In
our next chapter, we'll examine this popular doctrine and discover
whether millions of Christians will really disappear from the earth,
or if we've misunderstood this teaching entirely.



Chapter Twenty-Two
THE RAPTURE

The Event That Never Was

robably one of the most bizarre and fanciful doctrines in main-
P stream Christianity is the idea that one of these days, ALL of
the Christians are going to disappear, leaving the rest of the world in
utter chaos.

Not all Christians believe this, but there are many mainstream
Christian camps out there stating this future event to be a fact.

Many books and movies have been made about this fictitious
event, and no doubt lots of money has been made from the sales of
these books and movies.

If you are a believer in the rapture theory, then you are going to
either be very upset when you read this, or very pleased when your
fears are put to rest.

I did believe in this event for most of my life. As we said earlier in
this book, we believed most everything our pastors and teachers told
us. When a person gets on the platform at church and speaks with
authority, people are apt to believe what they say.

Unfortunately, up until now, nobody has been able to tell them
they are wrong, because they always have the argument that it just
hasn't happened yet.

Now we are going to show you just where they get these ideas,
and how they have so grossly misinterpreted a very simple text into
a very imaginary event that will not happen.
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Hereis the text thatis most commonly used to support the rapture
doctrine...1Thess 4:13-18...

But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you
sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we be-
lieve that Jesus died and rose again, even so God
will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. For
this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we
who are alive and remain until the coming of the
Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep.
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with
a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with
the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise
first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with
the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these
words.

When the preacher in church explains this passage to a group of
unquestioning people, it is easy to see his point of view.

According to most mainstream Christian teachers, this passage
means that one day, there will be a sounding of a trumpet and then
the dead will come out of their graves and then ALL those who believe
in Jesus will disappear as He delivers them from this planet.

Obviously if this were true, then it would be a scary event for those
who remain here afterwards.

For those of you who want a good laugh after you read our expla-
nation of this passage, go to the internet and search "rapture videos".
You will find quite a selection of video interpretations of this passage.

So let's look at this passage and see what it really means. Let's
start with the subject first. Reread verse 13...
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But I would not have you ignorant, brothers, con-
cerning those who are asleep, that you be not griev-
ed, even as others who have no hope.

My interpretation...

"Let me tell you about what happens to people when
they die so you don't worry like those who do not have
this information and therefore do not have the hope
that you do"

Verse 14...

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even
so God will also bring with Him all those who have
fallen asleep through Jesus.

"Because we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
we also then believe that God also brought with Jesus
those who were already dead"

Verse 15...

For we say this to you by the Word of the Lord, that
we who are alive and remain until the coming of the
Lord shall not go before those who are asleep.

169
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"For we quote the Word when we say that we who were
still alive when Jesus came are not going to go to be
with Him before those who were already dead before
He came"

Verse 16...

For the Lord Himself shall descend from Heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and
with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ
shall rise first.

Still quoting from the Word, Paul says that the Word says that
Jesus "shall descend"...

Many "scholars" will tell you that because it says "shall descend"
makes this a future event, and we agree.

The problem with their theory is that they have failed to see that
Paul was interpreting an old scripture when he wrote this. He was not
saying thatit "shall" happen, but thatthe Old Covenantsaid it "shall"
happen. You must pair this verse with 15 to see that Paul is referring
to prophecies of old when he was telling us how things work now.

Me...

"For the Word said that Jesus Himself shall descend
from Heaven with a shout, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the trump of God. And the dead in
Christ will rise first."

I know some of you will say, "you see it says "in Christ" meaning
only those who accepted Him."

Butwait... we are talking about those who were dead before Christ
ever came to earth.
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They never had a chance to accept or reject Him, and we surely
cannot say that their status was dependent upon their actions, or
there would be no one set free. The Bible makes it very clear that...
Romans 3:10

"There is none righteous, no not one".

And then Paul repeats this in Romans 3:20

"because by the works of the Law none of all flesh
will be justified in His sight; for through the Law is
the knowledge of sin."

So their "in Christ" status cannot be dependent upon their ability
to keep the law.

As we have seen in previous chapters of this book, ALL were in
Christwhen He died. ALL were drawn to Him upon the cross and were
raised with Him at the resurrection.

Verse 17...

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air. And so we shall ever be with the
Lord.

"Then we who are still alive when this happens shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds (when we
die), to meet the Lord in the air. And so we shall ever be
with the Lord."
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You have to add the words "when we die" because that is the
subject of the paragraph.

Paul is simply explaining how death works now that the Lord has
come and finished His work.

Verse 18...

Therefore comfort one another with these words.

Here is another clue.

What about the rapture theory is comforting?

It would take a very selfish evil person to find comfort in the idea
that the people left behind on earth will be in total chaos after alarge
number of people vanish?

Obviously Paulis not describing any such idea, or surely he would
have elaborated a little longer.

Re-read this passage over and over until you see that Paul was
simply describing what happens to people when they die.

Before Jesus came, those who "fell asleep” went to a place called
"sheole" to await the Judgment Day, when their final destination
would be determined.

In the upcoming chapters, you will find further explanation of
this, but here Paul is explaining that things have changed since Jesus
rose from the dead and that we can have peace regarding our brothers
who have passed.

In the Twinkling of an Eye

The other passage in the Bible that Christians claim is about the
rapture is found in 1Corinthians 15:51-52...

Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep,
but we shall all be changed— in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the
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trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised in-
corruptible, and we shall be changed.

Once again, Paul is merely discussing death.

Read the entire chapter carefully and you will see that it is about
what happens to people upon death, but for some reason these 2
verses are made out to be about a crazy event that will leave the world
in chaos.

Paul is merely explaining a mystery to us.

What happens to people when they die?

Paul here says that "we shall not all fall asleep". He is referring
to the way it used to be before Jesus came. When someone died,
they went to a holding cell called "sheole" or "hades" to wait for
the coming of the one who would set them free. They were those
captives, asleep in the grave.

Paul says that this is no longer how it works. At the moment
that the trumpet sounds (the cross and resurrection), we will all be
changed (because everything changed).

Another one of the flaws in the thinking that this is about some
future rapture is that they have failed to realize that ALL of mankind
did change in the twinkling of an eye.

Do you remember what happened to the veil in the temple when
Jesus died? Matthew 27:51...

Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two
from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the
rocks were split,

The significance of this is that this veil served a very big purpose.

It was the barrier that protected the priests from the power of God
that was behind the curtain, coming from the Ark of the Covenant.

The stone tablets from the First Covenant were inside this golden
box.
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If the priests were to go into the room that contained the Ark,
without the proper preparations, they would die.

So why did they not die when the curtain ripped, exposing them
to the Ark?

Itis because when Jesus died, ALL of mankind was changed.

The Ark did not have any power over us anymore because it was
symbolic of the Old Covenant that was contained inside.

The truth is simple...

There is a New Covenant now and it is contained inside of us! It
was prophesied in Jeremiah 31:31-34...

Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when
I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah—not according to the
covenant that I made with their fathers in the day
that I took them by the hand to lead them out of
the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke,
though I'was a husband to them, says the LORD. But
this is the covenant that I will make with the house
of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put
My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts;
and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.
No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and
every man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,'
for they all shall know Me, from the least of them
to the greatest of them, says the LORD. For I will
forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember
no more."

When did this happen?

Mainstream Christian leaders will tell you to expect this to hap-
pen in some future hour.

The ironic thing is that Jesus said that it would happen in The
Hour We Least Expected!
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This completely dismantles the rapture doctrine! If Paul was sim-
ply explaining what happens when people die now that Jesus has
completed His work, then no oneis going to suddenly disappear from
the earth. But what about the "resurrection of the dead" that's sup-
posed to happen at Christ's return? In our next chapter, we'll discover
when this monumental event actually took place.






Chapter Twenty-Three

THE RESURRECTION OF
THE DEAD

When ALL Rose With Christ

ow many mainstream Christians will tell you that the dead
have not risen yet and are still "asleep"” waiting for Judgment
Day, but look at what Jesus says here in John 5:25...

Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and
now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son
of God; and those who hear will live.

Look how He says "the hour is coming and now is". He was saying
that this time was just about to happen, 2,000 years ago.

What better time for the dead to hear His voice than when He
makes His visit to Sheole/Hades (when He dies) to set the captives
free?

Many preachers will tell you that when Jesus died, He at least
visited the dead and took some of them with Him.

Why wouldn't He take them all?

Is it possible that He went to Sheole and took an altar call and
some didn't want to go with Him?

They were already dead!
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Who there wouldn't go?

This makes no sense.

When Jesus died, we were ALL found guilty, but rather than face
eternal death, He took our place and tasted death for all.

When He rose again, ALL who were dead rose also and went to be
with Him forever.

Back to 1Corinthians 15 MKJV for more proof...Verses 12-20...

But if Christ is proclaimed, that He was raised from
the dead, how do some among you say that there
is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no
resurrection of the dead, neither has Christ been
raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then our
proclamation is worthless, and your faith is also
worthless. And we are also found to be false wit-
nesses of God, because we testified of God that He
raised Christ; whom He did not raise if the dead

are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then

Christ is not raised. And if Christ is not raised, your

faith is foolish; you are yet in your sins. Then also
those that fell asleep in Christ were lost. If in this
life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men
most miserable. But now Christ has risen from the
dead, and has become the firstfruit of those who
slept.

Notice that the writer says "Christ has risen from the dead, and
has become the firstfruit of those who slept.”

Slept!

Past tense!

Christ rose from the dead, and so did ALL who were dead.

This whole passage of 1Corinthians 15 is explaining that the dead
have been raised. Read the underlined section from above again and
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notice that the writer is stating that the resurrection of Christ and of
the dead is a simultaneous and combined event.

In other words, you cannot have one without the other.

Now look at the next 2 verses. Verses 21-22...

For since death is through man, the resurrection of
the dead also is through a Man. For as in Adam all
die, even so in Christ all will be made alive.

Asin Adam, ALL died, so in Christ ALL are made alive!
How much simpler can it be?
Verse 23...

But each in his own order: Christ the first-fruit, and
afterward they who are Christ's at His coming;

Paul says that it will happen in this order, Christ first, then those
who were already dead when He came. Verses 24-26...

then is the end, when He delivers the kingdom to
God, even the Father; when He makes to cease all
rule and all authority and power. for it is right for
Him to reign until He has put all the enemies under
His feet. The last enemy made to cease is death.

Then is the end.

Many will say "see here, he says the end isn't here yet".

That's not what he is saying. Paul is telling us how it was going to
happen. He says that Jesus would be here until He put all the enemies
under His feet, the last one being death.

Then look what he says next in verse 27...
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For He put all things under His feet. But when He
says that all things have been put under His feet, it
is plain that it excepts Him who has put all things
under Him.

He said the end will be when Jesus put His enemies under His feet,
and the last enemy is death. Then Paul said Jesus DID put all things
under His feet. That means it is over.

Jesus put death under His feet when He rose from the dead.

To reiterate an earlier point, let's look at Revelation 20:13-14

And the sea gave up the dead in it. And death and
hell delivered up the dead in them. And each one
of them was judged according to their works. And
death and hell (hades) were cast into the Lake of
Fire. This is the second death.

As discussed before, the book of Revelation has been taught as
containing future events, however we have demonstrated how that
Jesus, through His death and His resurrection, has defeated death.

Here in Revelation we see this event from a different angle.

The dead were released and judged against the law, as Jesus said
would happen in John 5:28-29

Do not marvel at this, for the hour is coming in
which all who are in the graves shall hear His voice,
and shall come forth, those who have done good to
the resurrection of life, and those who have prac-
ticed evil to the resurrection of condemnation.

So to tie this all together, according to the passage in 1Corinthians
15, Jesus has indeed defeated death, which is shown here again from

a different perspective in Revelation 20.
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This also demonstrates that the judgment of the dead, that Jesus
said was about to happen in John 5, is the same event described in
Revelation 20.

Once more, this also demonstrated that Hades itself, that is the
world of the dead, has been destroyed as well in the same fire judg-
ment that we will be discussing further in upcoming chapters.

The point is that this has all already happened, it just happened
in a way that we least expected.

That sums up the rapture and the resurrection of the dead.

Notone of the verses that mainstream Christianity uses to explain
this event is used correctly.

These verses are all simply explaining death and how things work
now that Jesus has put death under his feet.

Death has been destroyed.

The revelation keeps coming! If the resurrection of the dead has
already occurred, and death itself has been destroyed, what about
one of the most complex end-times prophecies - the 70 weeks of
Daniel? In our next chapter, we'll tackle this technical passage and
discover how it perfectly aligns with everything being fulfilled at the
cross and resurrection.






Chapter Twenty-Four

THE 70 WEEKS OF
DANIEL

When Prophecy Met Its Perfect Timing

have mentioned the 70 weeks of Daniel to many people in the last

few years, and it seems that most average Christians or church
goers do not know much about this Old Testament prophecy, but I
understand that I cannot possibly say that the end has come without
explaining the 70 weeks of Daniel.

This is a very technical passage of scripture and a mystery that
thousands have tried to solve.

We will now add our name to the list of people who have a theory
as to what this passage is all about.

Let's look at the text, Daniel 9:24-27...

"Seventy weeks are determined For your people
and for your holy city, To finish the transgres-
sion, To make an end of sins, To make reconcilia-
tion for iniquity, To bring in everlasting righteous-
ness, To seal up vision and prophecy, And to anoint
the Most Holy. "Know therefore and understand,
That from the going forth of the command To re-
store and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince,
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There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks;
The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in
troublesome times. ""And after the sixty-two weeks
Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; And
the people of the prince who is to come Shall de-
stroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall
be with a flood, And till the end of the war des-
olations are determined. Then he shall confirm a
covenant with many for one week; But in the mid-
dle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and
offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be
one who makes desolate, Even until the consum-
mation, which is determined, Is poured out on the
desolate."

This prophecy was given to Daniel, giving us clues to when the
end would come. It says thatit will take 70 weeks to accomplish these
things:

« to finish the transgression

« tomake an end of sins

« to make reconciliation for iniquity

e to bring in everlasting righteousness
« seal up the vision and prophecy

« to anoint the Most Holy

Most theories, regarding this prophecy, put this as a future event.

Mainstream Christian leaders will tell you that this event could
not have happened because of the six things that were supposed to
be accomplished have not been accomplished.

By now, I hope you can see that we have already made a case for
each of these details, but we will quickly review them.
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« to finish the transgression

Transgression in this passage means "arevolt". Itis describing the
rebellion of God's people against the Law since no one has been able
to keep it. Obviously the revolt is over since we are forgiven and the
Law has been made obsolete.

« to make an end of sins

As we have already pointed out, sin is to transgress or break the
Law. When Jesus died, the Law died too. There is no longer any writ-
ten definition of sin, therefore sin, by definition, is over.

« to make reconciliation for iniquity

If Jesus did not make reconciliation for iniquity, then what did He
do?

« to bring in everlasting righteousness

When Jesus died and rose again, He revealed His righteousness
which does not come by keeping the Law, but simply because of His
grace.

Itis simple.

He wanted to forgive you, so He did and He did it forever.

« seal up the vision and prophecy

As we pointed out earlier, when Jesus said "it is finished", it was.
All Bible prophecy was fulfilled with the death and resurrection of
Jesus. Matthew 5:18...

For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass
away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass
from the law till all is fulfilled.

When Jesus died, the Law died also which, according to this verse,
means that heaven and earth passed away and ALL things have been
accomplished.
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« to anoint the Most Holy

In John 12, Jesus says that it was finally time for Him to be glori-
fied. Jesus is the Most Holy Messiah, and the event that makes Him
the Messiah is the cross and resurrection.

The Gap Theory

According to the prophecy, there is a period of time that has been
specifically planned to accomplish those 6 things. That period of time
is 70 weeks.

It is very important that we point out that the Hebrew word that
was translated into the English word "weeks" means "sevened". This
word can mean 7 days, 7 months, or 7 years.

Many mainstream Christian leaders will insist that it only means
7 years, but consider this passage of scripture found in the very next
chapter. Daniel 10:2-3...

In those days I, Daniel, was mourning three full
weeks. I ate no pleasantfood, no meat or wine came
into my mouth, nor did I anoint myself at all, till
three whole weeks were fulfilled.

Daniel surely doesn't mean that he did not eat for 21 years.

There are plenty of other passages, in the Old Testament, that
include this word, and it is easy to see that sometimes it is referring
to days and sometimes years.

The prophecy says that the weeks are divided into 7 weeks, 62
weeks, and then one final week.

Like we said, the timing of this prophecy is a huge mystery.

Many theories have been derived from many different dates and
mathematical methods. In order to save trees, we will not go into all
of the different ones, but simply share the one that makes sense to us.
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What we believe to be the most popular and accurate theory
places the first 69 weeks as ending on the day Jesus rode into town
on the colt. This makes sense to us because of the following passage,
Luke 19:35-40...

Then they brought him to Jesus. And they threw
their own clothes on the colt, and they set Jesus on
him. And as He went, many spread their clothes on
the road. Then, as He was now drawing near the
descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude
of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with
aloud voice for all the mighty works they had seen,
saying: " 'BLESSED IS THE KING WHO COMES IN
THE NAME OF THE LORD!' Peace in heaven and
glory in the highest!" And some of the Pharisees
called to Him from the crowd, "Teacher, rebuke
Your disciples." But He answered and said to them,
"I tell you thatif these should keep silent, the stones
would immediately cry out."

This day was prophesied and if the people did not declare Him the
Messiah, He says the rocks would have cried out.

This is significant because this was the last day of the 69th week
of years.

The prophecy says that the 69th week will end on the day that the
Messiah comes and this is the day that Jesus was officially declared
the Messiah.

The gap theory suggests that the last "week" has not happened
yet, so there is a gap between the 69th and 70th week.

Many believe this last week is a week of years like the others
obviously are, however, because of the way the weeks are divided,
it is possible that this last week could be any size week, including a
week of days.
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Several times I have asked pastors and other teachers if this is
possible, and although no one has told me that it was not, they all
seem to agree that it would be very inconsistent to change the last
week to days when the others are years.

Although I agree that it may appear inconsistent, I still cannot
find how this inconsistency is relevant.

Also, doesn'tit seem very inconsistent that the first 69 weeks were
consecutive and the last one happens thousands of years later?

I mean if God is going to make it work out to the very day, why
would he then leave a gap between the 69th and the 70th?

Also, no one seems to think it is odd that one of the biggest
prophecies in the Bible given by the Messianic Angel, Gabriel, who
always spoke of Jesus, leaves the biggest climactic event of the Bible,
(the cross and resurrection), in the gap?

That would mean that the cross and resurrection have nothing to
do with the fulfilling of this prophecy!

Most mainstream Christianity will say that the very event that
makes Jesus the Messiah actually happens outside of the context of
the 70 weeks prophecy in which the very subject of the prophecy IS
the Messiah Himself!

This seems very inconsistent to me, especially since Jesus said
that the Law and the Prophets were always referring to Him.

You cannot possibly leave the most pivotal and most important
and defining event in all of human history, that is the event that
defines Jesus as our Messiah, in a gap outside of the timeline of the
70 weeks prophecy!

That is an absolutely absurd ideal!

Let's move on...

Perfect Timing

This is our theory on the timing of the 70th week.
The first 69 weeks were of years and they ended with the tri-
umphant entry of Christ on Saturday.
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The next day was Sunday.

It was day 1 of the final week of days.

Monday was day 2.

Tuesday was day 3.

Wednesday was day 4 and Jesus was hung on the cross where He
died at the ninth hour (Y2 way through the day).

(Although tradition places Jesus death on a Friday, itis now wide-
ly accepted that it was on Wednesday.)

Thursday was day 5.

Friday was day 6.

And Saturday was day 7.

At the beginning of day 8, Sunday, Mary discovered the empty
tomb, meaning that Jesus had risen just before the beginning of the
8th day, or at the end of the 7th day.

7 days exactly, with His death exactly in the middle.

Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for
one week; But in the middle of the week He shall
bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the
wing of abominations shall be one who makes des-
olate, Even until the consummation, which is de-

termined, Is poured out on the desolate."

In the midst of the week, Jesus became the ultimate sacrifice and
offering, therefore ending God's recognition of any future animal
sacrifices.

This also correlates with what Jesus said about this period of time
as found in Matthew 24:22...

And unless those days should be shortened, no flesh
would be saved. But for the elect's sake, those days
shall be shortened.
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You see, the last week of the seventy weeks prophecy was cut or
divided or made special and different from the other weeks.

The first were sixty nine weeks of years, but in keeping with the
details of the prophecy and making both the days of the tribulation
shortened and maintaining the definition of the word "week" God
chose to make this last "week" a week of days.

When this timeline is considered and superimposed on top of the
details found in this and related prophecies, I see nothing more than
the absolute clearest picture I have yet to see concerning the event.

This explanation deals with all of the details that couldn't be
explained through the foundational point of view of mainstream
Christianity.

So what about the destruction of the city and sanctuary or tem-
ple? Remember when Jesus said this in John 2:19...

Jesus answered and said to them, "Destroy this
temple, and in three days I will raise it up."

Jesus was the sanctuary.

Mankind was the city.

When Jesus died, ALL of mankind "died".

Remember what we said earlier about how God often spoke to
"Jerusalem" in the Old Testament? "Jerusalem" was symbolic of the
people of God. When Jesus died, they died.

When Jesus rose again, ALL of mankind was made New!

When "the people of the prince who is to come", (God's people,
the Jews), killed Jesus on the cross, they did not realize they were ful-
filling the prophecy of Daniel by destroying the "sanctuary” (Jesus)
and the "city" (God's people).

One Or Two Princes?
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Mainstream Christian teachers will also use this prophecy to lend
credibility to their theory that the "Anti-Christ is going to come into
power in the near future.

Their reason for this is the mentioning of two Princes in the
prophecy.

In verse 25, it says "Messiah the Prince" and in verse 26, it says
"And the people of the prince who shall come".

They are both the same Hebrew word "nagiyd". The argument
that these are two different princes is made by many because of two
main reasons.

One is that the first one says "Messiah the Prince" and the other
just says "prince", and therefore cannot be the same prince.

The other reason is that the second one says "the prince who shall
come" and therefore means that this one is coming later.

I have read this passage over and over and I no longer see the
relevance of either of these two arguments.

Firstof all, if Daniel wrote "Messiah, the Prince", just one sentence
before writing "the prince", is it not possible that he felt no reason to
reconfirm it was the same one?

For example, if I said "Justin, my friend, is coming over for dinner",
and then said "My friend is bringing dessert", nobody would argue
that the second "friend" is Justin.

Secondly, to say that because the second "prince" was "to come"
is also irrelevant, because the prophecy is also saying that the first
"prince" wasn't here yet either, so they both are "to come".

A simple understanding of language can make it quite possible
and most likely that these two "princes" are the same.

It is Finished

The 70 weeks of Daniel were concluded with the week of the cross
and resurrection of Jesus and the timing is perfect.
God confirmed His New Covenant to us during this week, just as

the prophecy states.
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This is the same covenant that Jeremiah wrote about in Jeremiah
31:31-34.

There is not a 3rd Covenant coming.

Itis finished!

If the 70 weeks of Daniel culminated in the cross and resurrection
with perfect timing, then every major biblical prophecy has been
fulfilled. But there's one more crucial passage we need to examine:
Matthew 24, where Jesus Himself described "The Hour We Least
Expected."



Chapter Twenty-Five

THE HOUR WE LEAST
EXPECTED

When Victory Looked Like Defeat

atthew 24 is a very big chapter for those discussing the end

M times. In this chapter, Jesus says many things that have puz-
zled people for years.

Of course the most commonly accepted theory regarding the
prophecies in this chapter is that they still have not happened.

I will point out some of the most obvious flaws in the theory that
marks this prophecy unfulfilled.

Hereis the text and my commentary as we go...Matthew 24:1-2...

Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple,
and His disciples came up to show Him the build-
ings of the temple. And Jesus said to them, '""Do you
not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not
one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall
not be thrown down."

Remember the verse we just read above where Jesus said that He
would rebuild the temple in three days?
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Many scholars suggest that Matt 24:2 is fulfilled in 70AD when
the Romans attacked Jerusalem and left it in shambles.

The biggest reason that I have a problem with this theory is that
Jesus states here that "not one stone shall be left here upon another,
that shall not be thrown down."

There still remains to this day, 2,000 years later, a wall called "the
wailing wall". It is kept by the Jews in remembrance of the temple
that was destroyed in 70AD. Although the physical temple was de-
stroyed, it does not fulfill the prophecy spoken by Jesus here in Matt
24:2 because He said "not one stone shall be left here upon another,
that shall not be thrown down." The remaining of this wall renders
that theory incorrect.

So what then was He referring to?

I believe this teaching in Matt 24 is like every other teaching of
Jesus in that it is symbolic.

Jesus always taught with symbolism, making the true meanings
of His stories a mystery to be deciphered. So again, I see this as an-
other symbol of the destruction of the Old Jerusalem that took place
symbolically when Jesus died at the cross, just as we mentioned in
the segment of the 70 weeks of Daniel. Jesus was the "temple" and
His people, the "city".

Matthew 24:3...

Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples
came to Him privately, saying, ""Tell us, when will
these things be? And what will be the sign of Your
coming, and of the end of the age?"

And mainstream Christianity still asks today.

Remember what we wrote earlier, that Jesus could not have ex-
plained the end if He had not been given the Revelation. Note Reve-
lations I:1...
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The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him
to show His servants—things which must shortly
take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel
to His servant John,

God gave this Revelation to Jesus, so He could show His servants
(the disciples) what was going to happen.

In Matthew 24, Jesus quotes things that are written in the Reve-
lation.

How could He have done this when Revelation was not written by
John until several decades later?

verse 4-6...

And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed
that no one deceives you. For many will come in
My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will de-
ceive many. And you will hear of wars and rumors
of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these
things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.

"but the end is not yet"

Many people use modern day events to suggest that the end is
coming, but here Jesus says that these things DO NOT mark the end.
Verse 7-12...

For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. And there will be famines, pesti-
lences, and earthquakes in various places. All these
are the beginning of sorrows. "Then they will deliv-
er you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be
hated by all nations for My name's sake. And then
many will be offended, will betray one another, and
will hate one another. Then many false prophets



196 THE HOUR WE LEAST EXPECTED

will rise up and deceive many. And because lawless-
ness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.

Although I understand why many think these things sound like
events of today, they were also true of the time when Jesus was here.
Wars, earthquakes, famines, false prophets, all happened back then.

Verses 13-14...

But he who endures to the end shall be saved. And
this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all
the world as a witness to all the nations, and then
the end will come.

Here is a very large stumbling block for many mainstream Chris-
tians.

Because it is still tradition to see the need to accept Jesus in order
to receive the grace He provided, many see the "gospel” as not hav-
ing reached the whole world, but further study of these words will
reveal that "the world" meant the Roman empire, and "the gospel
of the kingdom" is not the Good News of Christ's victory, but rather
the proclamation that "the kingdom of God is at hand" which was
accomplished by John the Baptist and the sending out of the disciples
into the various cities of the Roman empire prior to Christ's crucifix-
ion.

Verse 15...

"Therefore when you see the '"ABOMINATION OF
DESOLATION,' spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
standing in the holy place" (whoever reads, let him
understand),
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The fact that the writer says "whoever reads, let him understand"
is a clue that this statement given to us by Christis a clue or a hint of
something deeper going on.

Justlike Christ referred to the temple but was really talking about
Himself, I believe that the abomination of desolation is also symbolic
of what happened to Christ during His death.

Verse 24 in this passage explains that the tribulation of this time
would be greater than anything before this time until then, nor
would it ever be this bad again afterwards.

I believe that the abomination, or the filthy and detestable thing,
is the sin of the entire world that was taken on by the purest being
that ever walked the planet.

The filthy and detestable was put on the purest and most holy
One and He carried this burden, this judgment, and the wrath that
followed it.

As we have mentioned before, this is the "Big Switch" which was
the most unexpected event in human history.

The wrath and judgment was on its way to all of mankind, just
as Jesus and many others before Him had prophesied, however, He
chose to step in and take upon Himself the abomination, that is the
sin of the entire world, and thus declaring Himself to be the only one
deserving of the punishment and wrath that befell Him.

I can only begin to try to imagine what that must have looked like
behind the scenes.

What does the spirit of Jesus look like as His perfection is mixed
with all that is imperfect?

What did He feel?

There was such a major contrast happening inside of Him, it must
have been awful.

As His father looked down on Him during this time, what did He
see?

For amoment, even God Himselfhad a hard time dealing with this
situation and briefly turned His head, but He remained with Jesus
still the same.
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He who hears needs to understand that this was THE event in
which the unconditional love of the creator was demonstrated and
proven.

Verses 16-20...

"then let those who are in Judea flee to the moun-
tains. Let him who is on the housetop not go down
to take anything out of his house. And let him who
is in the field not go back to get his clothes. But
woe to those who are pregnant and to those who
are nursing babies in those days! And pray that your
flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath.

This passageis symbolic of the fear of the pouring out of the wrath
of God that thankfully was taken on by Jesus instead of being poured
on those who deserved it, mankind.

Verse 21...

For then there will be great tribulation, such as has
not been since the beginning of the world until this
time, no, nor ever shall be.

The wording of this sentence is peculiar. "since the beginning of
the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be." If Jesus is talking
about "the end" of something, why does He make this period of
tribulation in the middle of this sentence?

In other words, by saying "from the beginning until now, nor any
time after this", implies that this time was very close at hand and that
this distress would not be repeated any time after this.

So what about the distress?

Again, I say that because Jesus endured the wrath of God for us,
He alone experienced this great tribulation on the cross.

Verse 22...



THE HOUR WE LEAST EXPECTED 199

And unless those days were shortened, no flesh
would be saved; but for the elect's sake those days
will be shortened.

Yes, the terrible events were shortened from a 7 year period, down
to a 7 day period, and thankfully taken on by Christ, Himself.

This verse also gives credibility to my theory that Daniel's 70th
week was not of years but of days, making the expected time much
shorter.

Verses 23-27...

Then if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the
Christ!' or 'There!' do notbelieve it. For false christs
and false prophets will rise and show great signs
and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.
See, I have told you beforehand. "Therefore if they
say to you, 'Look, He is in the desert!' do not go out;
or 'Look, He is in the inner rooms!' do not believe it.
For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes
to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of
Man be.

Jesus day was as a bolt of lightning, it was quick and over before
anyone even knew what happened. Even to this day, we are still
working on solving the mystery of what actually happened.

Verse 28...

For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be
gathered together.
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This is obviously more symbolism. This time a carcass, or dead
body, is referring to His death on the cross. We (the eagles) were
drawn into His dead body, (if one died for all, then all died).

Check out this verse in Isaiah 26:19...

Your dead shall live; Together with my dead body
they shall arise. Awake and sing, you who dwell in
dust; For your dew is like the dew of herbs, And the
earth shall cast out the dead.

This passage is further proof to support our claim that when Jesus
died, ALL died. We were drawn, symbolically, into Jesus body when
He died, because He was our representative.

Verse 29...

"Immediately after the tribulation of those days the
sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its
light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers
of the heavens will be shaken.

Remember, the sun was dark for three hours and there was a great
earthquake when Jesus was dying on the cross, (Matthew 27:51-53).

The phrase, "the stars shall fall from the heaven", is repeated
symbolism in Rev 13 when the dragon slapped 1/3 of the stars from
the sky with his tail.

This event was mentioned by Jesus in John 12:31. Jesus said it was
time for the prince of this world to be cast down, referring to Satan's
defeat at the cross. So the dragon, (Satan), was cast down and the
heavenly bodies, (Satans angels), were taken down with him.

Verse 30...

Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heav-
en, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn,
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and they will see the Son of Man coming on the
clouds of heaven with power and great glory.

The sign of Jesus is the cross and it appeared in the sky as Jesus
was lifted up on it finishing the work He had come to do and it was
with great power and glory that He did it.

Verse 31...

And He will send His angels with a great sound of
a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the
other.

This is more symbolism.

Although thereisnorecord of anybody audibly hearing a trumpet,
and it was probably very quiet when the cross was lifted, the cross of
Jesus still, to this day, resounds around the world.

Verses 32-34...

"Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When
its branch has already become tender and puts
forth leaves, you know that summer is near. So you
also, when you see all these things, know that it
is near—at the doors! Assuredly, I say to you, this
generation will by no means pass away till all these
things take place.

Here is a huge key verse... "this generation will by no means pass
away till all these things take place" Many Bible teachers explain this
away by saying that since these things didn't happen, then it will
be the generation that sees these things happen that will not pass.
They only say this because they don't understand that these things
did happen.
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Look at what Jesus said in Luke 9:27...

But I tell you truly, there are some standing here
who shall not taste death till they see the kingdom
of God."

Obviously, this means that the kingdom of God was not 2,000
years away from being established.
Verses 35-39...

Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will
by no means pass away. "But of that day and hour
no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but
My Father only. But as the days of Noah were, so
also will the coming of the Son of Man be. For as
in the days before the flood, they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until
the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not know
until the flood came and took them all away, so also
will the coming of the Son of Man be.

Heaven and Earth, the old order of things as mentioned in Reve-
lation 21, passed away when Jesus died on the cross. As we have said
before, this is symbolic of the passing of the Law or Old Covenant.

Nobody knew what was happening until it was over, and even
then itis taking a long time to recognize just what happened because
it happened in a way we least expected.

Verses 40-44...

Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken
and the other left. Two women will be grinding at
the mill: one will be taken and the other left. Watch
therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord
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is coming. But know this, that if the master of the
house had known what hour the thief would come,
he would have watched and not allowed his house
to be broken into. Therefore you also be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.

The taking of one and leaving the other is symbolic of the sepa-
ration of us from our sins as also described as the separation of the
sheep and goats or the wheat and tares in other various parables of
Jesus. These parables are explained further in detail in section 4 of
this book.

What physically appeared to be Jesus defeat (an hour you do not
expect) was in fact His finest hour.

No one, at the time, believed that Jesus won the battle when He
was hanging there, bloody, beaten, naked, and dying on a cross.

This was the least expected time to count as a victory.

Once again this is our claim and the driving point behind this
book.

The Hour We Least Expected is the most unlikely hour in which it
would seem that God had achieved the ultimate victory over sin.

However, after stepping back away from looking at one verse at a
time and examining the whole of the Bible, it becomes increasingly
clear that everything in the entire Bible points to this time Jesus
spent on the cross, as being the climax in the ultimate story of true,
unconditional love

Verses 45-51...

"Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his
master made ruler over his household, to give them
food in due season? Blessed is that servant whom
his master, when he comes, will find so doing. As-
suredly, I say to you that he will make him ruler
over all his goods. But if that evil servant says in
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I believe this last passage symbolizes the grief that comes to those
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his heart, "My master is delaying his coming,' and
begins to beat his fellow servants, and to eat and
drink with the drunkards, the master of that ser-
vant will come on a day when he is not looking for
him and at an hour that he is not aware of, and will
cuthim in two and appoint him his portion with the
hypocrites. There shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.

who do not understand that Jesus was 100% victorious.

Many Christians today are grief stricken due to the belief that
millions of people will live in hell forever and that Jesus work was not

finished while He was here.

Notice the line 'My master is delaying his coming,".

We find this passage very ironic, considering the fact that so many

do believe that the Master has delayed His final work.

The Hour We Least Expected

For thousands of years, the world expected a Messiah...
Isaiah 53...

Who has believed our report? And to whom has
the arm of the LORD been revealed? For He shall
grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as aroot
out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness;
And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we
should desire Him. He is despised and rejected by
men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.
And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was
despised, and we did not esteem Him. Surely He has
borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we
esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflict-
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ed. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He
was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for
our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; We have
turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD
has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was op-
pressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His
mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And
as a sheep before its shearersis silent, So He opened
not His mouth. He was taken from prison and from
judgment, And who will declare His generation?
For He was cut off from the land of the living; For
the transgressions of My people He was stricken.
And they made His grave with the wicked— But
with the rich at His death, Because He had done no
violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth. Yet it
pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to
grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin,
He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And
the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand.
He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By
His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify
many, For He shall bear their iniquities. Therefore
I will divide Him a portion with the great, And He
shall divide the spoil with the strong, Because He
poured out His soul unto death, And He was num-
bered with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of
many, And made intercession for the transgressors.

Jesus was NOT the Messiah that mankind expected.
He was not attractive. He was not rich. He did not wear a crown
or command huge armies. His birthplace was a cold manger. He was

from a small town.
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Nothing about Him said "Prince", yet He spoke with authority and
baffled even the wisest of leaders. He taught many things that had
the sound of glory, yet as they all watched Him take His last breath,
glory was not what they were thinking.

Jesus time on the cross appeared to be defeat. It was quiet and
lowly, even embarrassing. But as is God's way, He chose this seem-
ingly sad moment to be the hour in which He would save the World.

The World still doesn't believe He did it, but when He cried "It is
finished", it was, and it all happened in the hour we least expected.

This brings us to the climax of our entire journey. We've now seen
how every major doctrine - salvation, choice, judgment day, the rap-
ture, the resurrection, biblical prophecy - all points to one stunning
conclusion. But what about the most feared teaching of all? What
about Hell and the Lake of Fire? In our final section, we'll tackle the
most controversial topic in Christianity and discover that even here,
God's love and mercy shine brighter than we ever dared imagine.



Section 4

HELL & THE
LAKE OF FIRE






Chapter Twenty-Six

SO WHAT ABOUT
HELL?

When Fear Becomes the Foundation

We've journeyed through questions about belief, choice, the end
times, and resurrection. But now we come to perhaps the most emo-
tionally charged topic of all. It's time to tackle the question that
makes even the boldest theologians uncomfortable: What about
Hell?

The Hour We ALL Dread

Imagine you are lying in your bed and your family is all gathered
around visiting.

Your daughter is sharing with everyone the story about the time
that you took her to get her first pet.

Everyone is laughing at her funny story and nodding their heads
in agreement as if to confirm that the story fits the character of the
person they have loved their whole life.

As the laughter ends, she hands you a card that reads "To My
Dad".

The letter inside is long and beautiful and rich.

As you read the words, there is silence.
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The smiling faces around you are suddenly wet with streams of
love and heartache flowing down until they are absorbed by the soft
white tissues they all brought in their pockets.

As you finish the letter and place it on your lap you can't speak.
Instead you look each one in their eyes and nod.

There is no need for words anyway, because they already know.

You love them and they love you.

With the long release of a deep breath, your reality fades to a
different scene.

Before the Judge

Suddenly you are standing in a large auditorium with what seems
like a spotlight right in your face.

As a large book is opened in front of you, your knees begin to
shake.

Your peaceful nature is overcome with fear and anxiety.

The figure in front of you shakes His head in disappointment as if
to confirm that what He was looking for cannot be found.

Suddenly, on what looks like a thousand video screens, you rec-
ognize the video thatis playing.

Scene after scene, every detail of your life is played in a very fast
but chronological order.

There you are at your first day of school, then your high school
graduation where you gave your big speech, then the birth of your
kids.

Various moments of your life pass by quickly on the screens until
all of a sudden the video slows way down.

You are puzzled because you don't even recognize the scene.

Very confused, you continue to watch the video of yourselfin your
recliner flipping through the channels on your new television.

Then the doorbell rings and you get up to answer it. Very quickly
you dismiss the gentlemen at the door and the video is paused.

Every eye in the room turns from the video to you.
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Then a very deep voice asks you if you remember who those peo-
ple were.

Quivering, you answer, "Yes... They were from the church just
down the street. They were inviting me to church and I said no."

The silence is overtaken by the whispering of thousands as they
can't help but discuss the situation.

"SILENCE!" the figure says.

You continue by explaining that you just never believed in su-
pernatural things, especially the idea that an all-powerful being had
hand formed you and all things that existed.

Humbly you ask the figure "Was I wrong?"

Silence filled the room again until it was broken by the reading of
the verdict.

"Guilty!"

He closes the book and you are escorted out of the room.

You have no idea where you are going, but your gut tells you that
itis not good.

When Did You First Learn About Hell?

I'm going to end the story there, because we all know where itis going
and I can no longer stomach the descriptions.

The "you" in this story describes millions of people that have lived
good lives, doing well unto others, but for whatever reason, they did
not buy the story about the Creator and His Son and their need to
believe in Him.

According to mainstream Christianity, this person will be sen-
tenced to an eternity of physical pain and mental torment based
solely on the answer to a yes or no question.

"Did he/she accept Jesus as his/her Savior?"

I'm not for a second going to argue about this with God, because
if thatis the rule, then that is the rule.

What we are going to do is what we have done throughout this
entire book. Thatis, we are challenging those who have assumed they
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are correct in identifying the rules and consequences, and simply see
if their story is solid or if there is another explanation that makes
much more sense.

The concept of Hell has become such a huge part of our daily life
that it is hard for us to pinpoint the first time we were even taught
aboutit.

Do youremember where you were when you were firstintroduced
to this idea of Hell?

If I am remembering correctly, it is possible that Yosemite Sam
was the first to paint the picture for me.

Do you remember the scene where the devil tells Sam that he will
let him go if he can just somehow catch a certain "wascally wabbit'?

My point is that the concept of Hell is so intermingled into every-
day things that we never stop to question the validity of it.

On top of that, people whom we have trusted have told us that it
is definitely real.

Did you ever stop and wonder how they know?

I asked an old pastor friend of mine that question once and he told
me that when God calls a man to become a minister, He reveals these
deep mysteries to them.

How convenient.

The mainstream Christian teacher knows, because it's his/her job
to know, and we are not supposed to question it, right?

Assuming for a moment that you find this to be as peculiar as I do,
where do you think these teachers came up with the idea of Hell?

Was it the Bible that first introduced them to it?

I don't think so.

They heard about it the same way most people did, that is, from
somebody they trusted.

Where did the person they trusted hear it from?

Sure, it can be argued that the conceptis in the Bible, but my point
is that most people believed in Hell before the thought to question it
ever came into their minds.

Atleast that's how it went for me.



SO WHAT ABOUT HELL? 213

By the time I cracked my Bible for myself, I already "knew" that
Hell existed and who all was probably going to be there in the end.
Then, as I followed along while the preacher read the Good Book, I
saw exactly the picture he was painting and it made sense.

Does "Hell" Make Sense?

Does the idea of "Hell" make sense to you?

According to most mainstream Christian teachers, Hell is a prison
for sinners, and not just any prison, but actually one that is far worse
than any prison camp that has ever existed.

Think about the scariest scene you have ever seen on television,
and then multiply that by a billion!

Some descriptions that I have heard, from people that "know" a
lot about the subject, have included details like, (of course), fire over
your entire body, worms eating your flesh, smells of death and worse,
severe mental anguish, and the sounds of screaming and pain in all
directions.

When I stop and try to picture this "place", I feel physically ill.

Why would God create this place?

What is the purpose?

Is it for corrections?

It can't be because it is eternal!

Corrections are temporary and designed to "correct" a problem.

Is it for revenge on the sinners?

Does God hate it when people make bad decisions so much that
He has to torture them forever?

Most mainstream Christian members will argue from the point
thatwho burnsin this prisonis not up to God, but up to the individual
who ends up there.

That is quite a convenient answer I think.

That argument reminds me of people who do not think con-
sumers should have the right to sue tobacco companies when they
end up with lung cancer.
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They are the ones who made the decision to puff the cancer stick
20 times a day, right?

This argument takes ALL of the blame off of the creator of the
problem. If cigarettes did not exist, then no one would die from them.
The blame clearly lies with the creator of the drug.

So why does God not share in the blame when it comes to Hell?

He made us human and then expects us to change or else be
thrown into a fiery pit forever and that is somehow our fault?

Why isn't this argument used for people who murder their wives?

Clearly if she had not said the wrong thing, he wouldn't have had
to shoot her, right?

I'm sure he warned her, so it is her fault!

Again, let me say that if this was God's way, then that is just how
it has to be, but we are going to look into it a little bit and see if by
chance somebody has been confused about God's plan.

But what if everything we've been taught about Hell is based on
mistranslations and misunderstandings thathave been passed down
for centuries? What if the God who is described as love itself never
actually created a torture chamber at all? In our next chapter, we'll
examine what the Bible actually says about the fate of the dead - and
you might be shocked to discover what's been lost in translation.



Chapter Twenty-Seven

THE WORLD OF THE
DEAD

When Translation Changes Everything

ell is mentioned daily in cartoons, by television preachers, in
H comedies, in dramas, in suspense movies, butifitisreal, where
is the first place it should be mentioned?

This is where deductive reasoning plays a major role when trying
to make sense of all of this.

Thatis to say that oftentimes it is good to look for what is missing
from the picture in order to get a full understanding of what is actu-
ally going on.

So if God created a torture chamber, who should have been the
first ones to be made aware of it?

How about the first people to ever be given the opportunity to
disobey God's Law?

How about Adam and Eve?

Did God warn them of the consequences of their actions?

Genesis 2:16-17...

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying,
"Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you
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shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you
shall surely die."

What does that mean....to die?

To understand what this word actually means, we need to look at
the original Hebrew. One of the simplest ways to do that is by using
Strong’s Concordance, which is a standard reference tool that lists the
Hebrew and Greek words used in the Bible along with their basic
definitions.

According to Strong’s, the Hebrew word here is H-4191, mooth,
which simply means ‘to die’ or ‘to cause death.

There it is plain and simple. It means to be dead, that is, NOT
ALIVE!

What does the Bible say death is?

H-4194, maveth. This word simply means ‘death’ — the state
of being dead. It can refer to natural death, violent death, or the
condition of the dead. It’s also used to describe the realm or state
of the dead, sometimes called Hades.

In other words, death is the condition or state of the being
after the body dies.

So God told Adam and Eve that the consequence of their disobe-
dience to His one law was to die and to remain dead.

The worst punishment they faced was to not exist!

By contrast to the torture chamber we were taught about that
doesn't seem so bad, but think about this for a few minutes.

As a being that is alive can you imagine simply not being in exis-
tence?

I absolutely love life in the good times and in the bad.

I cannotimagine not having the gift, the chance, and the freedom
to live life to its fullest.

I'm sure it was the same for Adam and Eve. The thought of not
existing must have been just as horrifying for them as it is for me.
They didn't have children yet, but I do and when I think about not
existing and never seeing them again it makes me sick.
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I hold on to the hope that we will all be together on the other side,
butif that wasn't the case I would be the most miserable man on the
planet.

What happens to the meaning of this life if there is no afterlife?

This life would have no meaning whatsoever, save live for plea-
sure until you die because at that point it doesn't even matter!

However, we believe this is not the case. Our bodies will die but
our true life, our spirit, moves on to exist in eternity.

Back to the point at hand, I am sure Adam and Eve would have
thought about their choice a little bit more had they been aware of
the place of torment you and I were taught about. Maybe they would
have still messed up, or perhaps that would have been the design
of the creator still the same, but to let your creation be aware of the
consequences of their actions AHEAD OF TIME seems like a very fair
and kind principle to follow.

As it is, they were told ahead of time what it was they would face
if they made the wrong choice. They in fact made the wrong choice
as we all know and we believe that to have been by design as well as
we will discuss in the final section of this book.

The fact of the matter is that God didn't mention a place of eternal
torture to Adam and Eve.

He didn't mention it to Abraham or Isaac or Jacob.

He failed to mention it to Moses and the rest of the crew that came
out of Egypt.

He didn't mention it to the prophets, not to the wise Solomon, not
to Samuel, nor anyone else in the entire Old Testament.

The concept for a place of eternal torture and punishment does
not exist in the Old Testament anywhere!

The King James Bible contains the word "hell" thirty one times in
the Old Testament.

Wait a second though.

The word "hell" is an English word.

What is the real word used in the Hebrew that was translated
"hell" by King James and the crew?

Itis "sheole".
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H7585 [Jsh e '0oAl sh e '0Al sheh-ole', sheh-ole'

From H7592; hades or the world of the dead (as if a subterran-
ian retreat), including its accessories and inmates

So by definition sheole is simply the place where the dead are
stored. It is the world of the dead. It is translated in the KJV Bible as
the grave, hell, or pit. It is translated "hell" 31 times, but "sheole" is
mentioned sixty five times. The other times it is translated as grave
or pit.

Doesn't that seem just a little funny to you?

It does to me.

They had one word with one meaning yet it gets three different
words in the English which, to us, have very different meanings.

Here is an extremely great example of how the meanings of things
get changed when the meanings themselves are tampered with.

When you see "hell", you think of the torture chamber.

When you see "grave" you think of the cemetery.

When you see "pit" you think of a hole in the ground.

These describe three very different places in the English language,
but it becomes completely clear what this place is when the original
meaning is found out and applied.

When someone died, before the events at the cross, they wentinto
a dormant state and were kept in "sheole", or the world of the dead,
until their resurrection.

When I talk to pastors/preachers/teachers I ask them where hell
is in the Old Testament and most of them agree that it doesn't exist
there.

So naturally the next question I ask is, "So when does it get men-
tioned?"

This part truly makes me laugh out loud (LOL for those of us who
can't read full text).

Their answer is thatit doesn't get mentioned until Jesus mentions
itin the gospels!

First things first, what does the word "gospel" mean?

It means the "good news".

So really the good news should have started like this...
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"and Jesus said to His disciples, 'Boys, I've got really good news
and some really baaaaddddd news. Which do you want first?'"

I mean, before the good news, the bad news was that without a
Savior we would cease to exist, but, as a divine surprise, God kept
this secret hidden from the beginning of time to unleash on mankind
the supposed truth of an everlasting torture chamber where humans
would really go if they indeed chose incorrectly as Adam did!

Does this humor you as much as it does me?

Are they serious about this?!

So the savior of the world comes and really only reveals that
things are so much worse than we could ever have expected or imag-
ined.

After all, mankind had been leftin the dark since the beginning of
time. I'm sure upon the announcement of such a place Adam and Eve
and everyone else would have gasped and been really upset with God
(of course they couldn't because they were, you know, dead!).

Let's get completely serious again and look at what Jesus was
really talking about when He walked the earth 2000 years ago.

In the New Testament, you will find that Jesus used two different
words that King James and the gang translated into "hell".

These two Greek words are "gehenna", and "hades".

You should notice that the second word looks familiar because it
is in the definition of the first word we looked at, "sheole".

One of the first places "hades" is found in the New Testament is...
KJV..Matthew 16:18...

And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it.

G86 hades From Gl (as a negative particle) and G1492; prop-
erly unseen, that is, "Hades" or the place (state) of departed
souls
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It appears that this place is the same place mentioned in the Old
Testament. In fact, as we just pointed out the word "hades" is actually
in the definition of the word "sheole".

They are both the place of departed souls, and the world of the
dead.

If you study this out, you will find that every human went to
"sheole/hades" when they died.

It was not just for "bad" people.

It was basically a symbolic holding cell.

Think about it. If God had two destinations to choose from, how
would He know where to put a person unless He first judged them?

There is only 1 Day of Judgment described in the Bible to deter-
mine your final destination.

"sheole/Hades" was just the place to keep the dead until thathour
we least expected came.

Now the question becomes even more intriguing: If the Hebrew
"sheole" and Greek "hades" simply meant "the world of the dead"
- a holding place for all souls awaiting judgment - then what about
that other word Jesus used that gets translated as "hell"? In our next
chapter, we'll examine "gehenna" and discover it wasn't the super-
natural torture chamber we've been taught about, but something
much more mundane that every person in Jesus's audience would
have immediately recognized.



Chapter Twenty-LEight
THE CiTYy DUMP

When Gehenna Was Just Garbage

he other Greek word that Jesus used that was translated "hell"
was "gehenna".

Most mainstream Christian teachers will not let this one go with-
out a fight, but let's take a look at it and you can decide for yourself
what it means.

It was the first word Jesus uses in the New Testament that was
translated into "hell"...Matthew 5:22...

But I say to you that whoever is angry with his
brother without a cause shall be in danger of the
judgment. And whoever says to his brother, 'Raca!'
shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says,
'You fool!' shall be in danger of hell fire.

G1067 gehenna of Hebrew origin (H1516 and H2011); valley of
Hinnom; a valley in Jerusalem, used figuratively as aname for the
place or state of everlasting punishment.

When we discuss this word with mainstream Christian leaders,
they usually start by pointing to the last part of the definition here
"used (figuratively) as a name for the place (or state) of everlasting
punishment". We are going to look at this in just a bit, but before we
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do, let's look at "the valley of Hinnom". This physical place is first
found in Jeremiah 7:30-31...

For the children of Judah have done evil in My sight,"
says the LORD. "They have set their abominations in
the house which is called by My name, to pollute it. And
they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in
the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and
their daughters in the fire, which I did not command,

nor did it come into My heart.

"The Valley of the son of Hinnom" is where they were burning
their own children as a sacrifice to the false god Molech. Notice how
God says "which I did not command, nor did it come into My heart."
He called it an abomination to burn their children in the fire!

What would you call it?

Be prepared to answer that question in a few moments.

By definition the word "gehenna" means the valley of the son of
Hinnom, but whoever wrote the definition of the word says it also is
"used (figuratively) as a name for the place (or state) of everlasting
punishment”, and of course the word "hell" is the only word that
King James and his posse translated the word into.

I have a few problems with this based on nothingless than precise
and sensible logic.

Problem number one is, why in the world would King James
translate two very different words into the same word "hell"?

How could he possibly find it logical to call "hades" AND "gehen-
na" all by the same word? They do not mean the same things and they
certainly do not mean what "hell" was thought to be then or now by
most unstudied people.

Perhaps King James and the gang were already influenced into
believing that "hell", the place of eternal punishment and torture,
existed or perhaps they wanted to be a key part in making millions
more believe that it existed by using that word.
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After all, religion generally, and particularly the belief in "hell",
can influence people into being controlled by the ones who are offer-
ing the answer or the escape from such a place.

So again, the first problem we have is either based on ignorance
or straight up manipulation, two things that do not really need to be
found in a group trying to translate and communicate the Bible to
anyone else on the planet.

Secondly, who gets to say that this place is used figuratively of a
place of eternal punishment?

The concept didn't exist before and was certainly not explained,
implied, or brought to light in any manner by Christ.

We would have to know that this was what Christ meant when
He was using this word, and there is absolutely no way that we could
possibly know that now.

Wait a second... actually we can.

Here is the case where deductive reasoning comes in handy.

What is there?

The word "gehenna", which everyone back then knew to be the
valley of the son of Hinnom or the burning trash heap on the outskirts
of town is "there".

What is not there?

Jesus explaining that He was using this word figuratively of a dif-
ferent placeis not "there", and apparently the place He was supposed
to be comparing it to has no name of its own!

"gehenna" is the valley of the son of Hinnom, but how does this
line of speculation get into a dictionary?

There is simply no basis for assuming that to be true. This part
of the definition may be true in the sense that people today use this
word figuratively of an eternal torture chamber, but how do the writ-
ers of the dictionary sleep at night by saying that this is how Christ
was using the word?

Simplelogic shows that there is no basis whatsoever for assuming
Christ meant anything else but what the word actually meant to the
people of those days.

The third issue needs some pretext.
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I entered into a discussion with a much studied mainstream
Christian member who is very well respected in his church. He re-
minded me of what most of my previous Bible teachers taught. When
studying the scripture one has to consider who is talking, who they
are talking to, the culture of the time so as to understand figures of
speech and whatnot, and the pre-existing knowledge of the group
the person was talking to is so as to understand more how the re-
ceivers of the message would understand and interpret the message
given to them.

This respected mainstream Christian member and teacher re-
minded me of this as we entered into our discussion so that I would
not take things out of context or presume things to be there that are
not. Ironically, he was the very one who did not follow his own logic.
Please allow me to explain in the next chapter.



Chapter Twenty-Nine

THE CASE OF THE
MIiSSING WORD

The Hell That Has No Name

esus is speaking to people in Israel 2000 years ago and he says
this in Matthew 5:29...

If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and
castit from you; for it is more profitable for you that
one of your members perish, than for your whole
body to be cast into hell.

The original word that King James translated into "hell" here is
"gehenna".

So think about this.

Let's say that I am a Jew living 2,000 years ago and I have no prior
knowledge or even the concept of a place of everlasting punishment
in my thoughts.

Jesus just tells me that it is better for one member to perish than
to be thrown into "gehenna".

Immediately I think of the place He just mentioned to me. I look
over my right shoulder and low and behold there it is, the valley of
the son of Hinnom. I can smell the smoke coming from it. I know that
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this place is where the city trash is taken to and is burned. I also know
thatif you are a hard core criminal you could end up facing the most
dreaded punishment of not only the death penalty but after you are
dead your body being thrown into this fire pit.

Then mainstream Christianity comes along and makes it just so
confusing for this poor guy because they say that Jesus was simply
using the word "gehenna" as the closest comparison to the place of
eternal torture that they later invented.

The problem is that no one ever informed him of this news until
hundreds of years later, after he was dead.

This poor guy thinks Jesusis talking about the real "gehenna" and
not this new place that was kept secret for so long.

It just seems to me that Jesus, being the creator of all things in-
cluding us, would actually be able to communicate with us effective-
ly.

Doesn't that make sense?

Not according to mainstream Christianity.

They say Jesus was using "gehenna" to explain what THAT place,
the "real hell", was actually like.

Here is the crux of my point.

WHERE is the REAL WORD for that place?

What s the place of eternal torture really called?

Why was it kept secret only to be revealed during the "good news"
period and then not given a name of its own?

This is what we call the "Case of the Missing Word".

Wouldn't it be fair for Jesus to have said...

"Hey guys, there's a place in the afterlife that is a place of eternal
punishment. If you do not believe in me and ask for forgiveness of
your sins and try to live a good life then you will go there and burn
in a fire forever and ever. You will be in torment day and night, you
will beg for mercy and receive none, you will cry out to God and He
will only make the fire hotter and watch you twist and writhe in
pain and suffering of the like in which you have never even imagined
before....etc. etc. etc. and the only place you have here to compare it to
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is gehenna, so while I am here I am going to call it gehenna because I
haven't quite chosen a name for the real place yet."

I guess I couldn't blame Him for the whole name thing, after all
what could you call that place in one word to accurately get your
message across?

"Hell" I suppose would work, but Jesus never used the word
"hell". He used the word "gehenna" and never said anything to in-
dicate that He was comparing it to another place.

"Gehenna" was a real place. The people Jesus was speaking to
knew all about it. Jesus did not have to explain it to them because
they were all very familiar with the city dump.

Do you know what they were not familiar with?

They were not familiar with a place where God burns people for-
ever. They had never heard of this place, nor did Jesus ever mention
such a place.

The only other place "hell" shows up is in2Peter 2:4...

For if God did not spare the angels who sinned,
but cast them down to hell and delivered them into
chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;

The word for "hell" here is "tartaros"

G5020 tartaroo From Tartaros (the deepest abyss of Hades);
to incarcerate in eternal torment

Once again, uh oh right?

The definition includes the words "eternal torment". Let's think
about this a minute. "Tartaros" is literally the deepest abyss of Hades,
which we know is simply the world of the dead. The punishment of
being in Hades or the sentence being served there is death, which is
the opposite of being alive and conscious, not eternal burning flames
of torment. "Tartaros" is simply the deepest part of that place, signi-
fying the severity of the act those did to deserve to be there.

Regardless, this place called hades or sheole gets destroyed by
Christ Himself in the "lake of fire" as found in the book of Revelation.
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So the angels trapped there couldn't be tortured there for forever,
because this place gets done away with. Even better yet, look at the
verse again. The angels were cast there UNTIL the judgment!

So they were in a place of eternal punishment UNTIL?

Can you see how that doesn't work?

You cannot be tortured forever if you are only kept there until a
certain point. This is the only place this word is used in the entire
Bible and the context in which it is used proves that the part of its
definition that suggests eternity is nothing more than a conjecture
based on the belief of the ones who made the dictionary.

So we've systematically demolished every biblical foundation for
the traditional teaching about hell. But if there's no eternal torture
chamber, what about all those frightening passages in Revelation
about the Lake of Fire? Surely that must be the real hell that main-
stream Christianity talks about. In our next chapter, we'll examine
this final piece of the puzzle and discover that the Lake of Fire might
not be what we think it is - and that it might actually be good news
rather than a threat.



Chapter Thirty

THE LAKE OF FIRE

The Fire That Purifies, Not Punishes

hen I debate/discuss our beliefs with mainstream Christian

leaders itis easy to get them to admit that "sheole'/"Hades",
"Gehenna" and "Tartaros" are not the place they are really referring
to when they talk about the place of eternal punishment they call
"hell".

Before our discussion they would have preached hell, and prob-
ably out of those scriptures and more like them, but after our talks
they could only do so with a seared conscious because it is easy to
see that their hell cannot be found in the words of Christ. Once we
get this out of the way, the only thing left to talk about is the Lake of
Fire first found in Revelations 19:20...

Then the beast was captured, and with him the
false prophet who worked signs in his presence,
by which he deceived those who received the mark
of the beast and those who worshiped his image.
These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burn-
ing with brimstone.

In the previous section we explained and demonstrated how
everything in the entire book of Revelation was in signs. Remember
that John was seeing symbolic visions and writing down what he
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saw. Some of these symbols are explained by John, like that the can-
dle sticks represented the churches and the stars represented angels.

Most of the symbols are not explained.

We took the time to give you our explanation of the symbolism
used in chapter 21 regarding the New Heaven and Earth and the New
Jerusalem. So now we will take a look at the lake of fire and whatitis
symbolic of. We will examine its purpose and ultimately see thatitis
something that should be embraced by mankind, and not feared as
we were taught.

Revelations 20:14-15...

Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of
fire. Thisis the second death. And anyone not found
written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of

fire.

Death and Hades were castinto the lake of fire which is the second
death.

First thing first, is death a living being?

No, itis not.

It is the state of a living being when the body dies before it has
been resurrected by Christ.

Is Hades a living being?

No, itis not.

Itis a place, physical or not, that is the world of the dead.

So if Hades is/was a physical place, then it perhaps could be liter-
ally burned up, but what about death?

Death is the state of the being. Can a "state", a condition, or an
idea be literally burned up in a real fire?

Of course it cannot.

This gives us an immediate clue as to the true nature and purpose
for this fire. Now let's look at Revelations 21:8...
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But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, mur-
derers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and
all liars shall have their part in the lake which
burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second
death."

Here John says that all these bad people "shall have their part in
the lake". This is the part that we are most excited to explain in this
section.

Fire Symbolism

Before we explain what the Lake is symbolic of, let's look at other
places fire shows up in the New Testament and see what it is being
symbolically used for. Check out Matthew 3:10-12...

And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees.
Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit
is cut down and thrown into the fire. I indeed bap-
tize you with water unto repentance, but He who is
coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals
I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in His
hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His thresh-
ing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but
He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."

Here, John the Baptist tells the people that Jesus is coming to take
care of business. When he says "And even now the ax is laid to the

root of the trees", does it appear that John thinks the time is close or
far off?
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Obviously he thinks it is close. He knew that Jesus was here to
wrap some things up, yet even today, 2,000 years later, we are being
warned that the time has finally come.

So who is right?

Was Jesus coming to take care of some things, or was He just going
to start some things?

John said that He was going to baptize them with fire.

Baptisms usually take place in bodies of water such as rivers,
streams, and oh yeah... lakes!

He also says that Jesus is going to do some separating. He is going
to separate the wheat from the chaff and burn up the chaff.

It doesn't sound like the crop has much choice in the matter, does
it?

Itis clear that all of this that was described was all about to hap-
penrightthen, 2,000 years ago. As we have just explained in previous
chapters and will continue to explain, this is obviously talking about
the Day of Judgment and again it is spoken of as an event that was at
hand or just about to happen. As we keep moving forward you will
see that this is certainly the case.

Let's examine the explanation of the parable of the wheat and the
tares Jesus gives to the people... Matthew 13:37-43...

He answered and said to them: "He who sows the
good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world,
the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the
tares are the sons of the wicked one. The enemy
who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the end
of the age, and the reapers are the angels. Therefore
as the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so
it will be at the end of this age. The Son of Man
will send out His angels, and they will gather out of
His kingdom all things that offend, and those who
practice lawlessness, and will cast them into the
furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing
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of teeth. Then the righteous will shine forth as the
sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears
to hear, let him hear!

When Jesus says "He who has ears to hear, let him hear!", He
means that there is more to understand than what is on the surface.

Once again, it is a mystery that must be looked into in order to
understand its true meaning.

So the harvest is at the end of the world. Also take note that this
sounds a whole lot like the judgment of the world that John the
Baptist spoke of as an event that was about to happen, which signifies
the end of the world and, by implication, the beginning of a new one.

Another pattern we find here that is repeated is this separation
of the good from the bad, the wheat from the tares, the fruit bearing
trees and the bad trees, the sheep and the goats, etc. We will keep
seeing this pattern as we move on. This passage also gives us a clue
to the nature of the fire Jesus is speaking about. When the wheat and
tares are gathered up, the tares are burned and when they burn they
simply burn up and are destroyed. Another way to look at this is that
He is simply purifying his harvest. Look at verses 49-50...

So shallitbe at the end of the world: the angels shall
come forth, and sever the wicked from among the
just, And shall cast them into the furnace of fire:
there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.

Again we see the division that is to come at the time of judgment
or at the end of the age, which is of course the harvest and although
it sounds scary, it is symbolic and will all make sense when we get to
the end of this section. Luke 12:49-51...

I am come to send fire on the earth; and what will
I, if it be already kindled? But I have a baptism to
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be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be
accomplished! Suppose ye that I am come to give
peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; but rather division:

Once again Jesus says He came to bring fire and division on the
earth.

It sounds like He meant right then or shortly after He makes these
statements.

Could this be the same fire of judgment that He keeps referring to?

He keeps talking about fire, judgment, division of the good from
the bad, and the end of the world and He does so as if the end is near
right at that time, 2,000 years ago.

But wait - if this fire of judgment was supposed to happen 2,000
years ago, and if it's the same fire as the Lake of Fire, then what
actually got burned? And what if this terrifying image is actually the
mostbeautiful picture of God's love ever painted? In our next chapter,
we'll discover who "The Accuser" really is and how his defeat at the

cross changes everything about how we understand God's judgment.



Chapter Thirty-One
THE ACCUSER

When Satan Lost His Only Weapon

ainstream Christianity says that Judgment Day is coming,
but when does Jesus say it will be? John 12:23-33...

But Jesus answered them, saying, ""The hour has
come that the Son of Man should be glorified. Most
assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls
into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if
it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his
life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this
world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves
Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My
servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My
Father will honor. "Now My soul is troubled, and
what shall I say? 'Father, save Me from this hour'?
But for this purpose I came to this hour. Father,
glorify Your name." Then a voice came from heav-
en, saying, "I have both glorified it and will glorify
it again." Therefore the people who stood by and
hearditsaid thatithad thundered. Others said, "'An
angel has spoken to Him." Jesus answered and said,
"This voice did not come because of Me, but for your
sake. Now is the judgment of this world; now the
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ruler of this world will be cast out. And I, if I am
lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to
Myself." This He said, signifying by what death He
would die.

How much more obvious can it get?

He says the hour is come that He is to be glorified, which implies

thatitis the hour that He becomes victorious.

If the grain of wheat dies, it produces much grain. He was talking

about Himself dying and bringing forth fruit through His death.

Finally He announces that the judgment of the world was "Now",
or "then" to us in the present, and that the prince of this world would
be cast out. This is, again, exactly what we find in Revelation, or the

disclosure of Christ. Revelations 12:9-12...

We were taught that this is a future event, but Jesus himself says

So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of
old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the
whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his
angels were cast out with him. Then I heard a
loud voice saying in heaven, "Now salvation, and
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the
power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of
our brethren, who accused them before our God day
and night, has been cast down. And they overcame
him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of
their testimony, and they did not love their lives
to the death. Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you
who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the
earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to
you, having great wrath, because he knows that he
has a short time."

it was happening right then.
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Here we see the Devil cast down on the earth, and we also see that
his time was short.

We see that "now" salvation and the kingdom is here.

Jesus said that the kingdom was at hand so many times while
He walked the earth and we can now easily see that this passage in
Revelation is talking about the same time period.

Also, notice that the Devil is called "the accuser of our brethren"
when it says he was cast down. In Section 3, we showed you that the
end of the world was symbolic of the end of the Law.

Think about this for a moment...

If the Devil was going to accuse you of something to God, what
would he accuse you of 7??

Obviously the Law was the written rules of God and therefore
breaking the Law was the only thing that fits. If the Law ended with
the death of Jesus, then what does the accuser have on you?

The Law is over; therefore the accuser is cast down!

The Separation

Jesus said He came to bring fire and to bring division.

Who or what was going to be burned?

Who would escape this judgment and who wouldn't?

In Section 2, we explained that when Jesus died on the cross,
He represented ALL of creation. Remember this passage we dis-
cussed...John 8:21-24...

Then Jesus said to them again, "I am going away,
and you will seek Me, and will die in your sin.
Where I go you cannot come." So the Jews said,
"will He kill Himself, because He says, '"Where I
go you cannot come'?" And He said to them, "You
are from beneath; I am from above. You are of this
world; I am not of this world. Therefore I said to
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you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not
believe that I am He, you will die in your sins."

We covered the fact that no one believed on Him in Section 2. Not
even His disciples believed just as Jesus told them right before He
went to the cross. John 16:30-32...

Now we are sure that You know all things, and have
no need that anyone should question You. By this
we believe that You came forth from God." Jesus
answered them, "Do you now believe? Indeed the
hour is coming, yes, has now come, that you will be
scattered, each to his own, and will leave Me alone.
And yet I am not alone, because the Father is with
Me.

So no one believed, and those who do not believe will have to
stay here and die in their sins. So the judgment is coming, and the
glorifying of Christ, and when Jesus dies and leaves no one can follow
Him, but they must remain here and die in their sins.

What is this death He is talking about?

We'll get to thatin just a minute, but firstlet's look at the division
Christ talks about as we wrap up this story. Matthew 25:31-34, 41...

"When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all
the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the
throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered
before Him, and He will separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the
goats. And He will set the sheep on His right hand,
but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to
those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My
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Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world:

"Then He will also say to those on the left hand,
'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting
fire prepared for the devil and his angels:

Again, please notice that this happens when Christ comes in His
glory. He will separate the sheep from the goats, just like the wheat
and the tares, the good and the bad and He will burn up the bad side
and grant eternal life to the good side.

This is the same division He said that He has brought with Him
along with the fire that would burn it all up.

As we have continued to demonstrate, these events were all part
of the judgment of the world, which we have shown is the day of the
cross.

So if all of this happened on the day of the cross, then who was it
that burned up in the fires of judgment?

Who was tossed into the everlasting fires to be destroyed?

Who are the people from the following passage? Rev 21:8...

But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, mur-
derers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and
all liars shall have their part in the lake which

burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second
death."

Look at what Paul says here in2Corinthians 5:14...

For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge
thus: that if One died for all, then all died;
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Itis so very simple.

When Jesus died, nobody believed.

When Jesus died, ALL died.

Obviously physical death did not happen for ALL people.

What type of death took place when ALL died?

Symbolically we ALL died because Jesus death was symbolic of
the End of the World.

His resurrection was symbolic of the beginning of the New World.

The Lake of Fire is simply the symbolism used in the vision that
John sees and it is symbolic of forgiveness!

Why would such a scary symbol be used for forgiveness?

Think about the major significance of the act. Jesus death sym-
bolized the death of us ALL.

The Sins of the Whole World were placed on Him!

What do you think that felt like? Do you think it felt good?

The Lake of Fire is symbolic of the torturous death that Jesus
suffered that resulted in the forgiveness of the World.

When Jesus died, the sin that separated us from God was re-
moved from our account. This was foreseen by the writers of the Old
Covenant... Look here in Psalms 103:12...

As far as the east is from the west, So far has He
removed our transgressions from us.

The separation of the good and the bad, the wheat and the chaff,
the sheep and the goats, are all symbolic of the separation of us from
our transgressions.

Your sins were separated from you and burned up in the Lake of
Fire, along with the Devil and Death and Hades!

Jesus death was the End of Sin!

Think about it...

How does forgiveness work?

We ALL have had friends betray us in one way or another haven't

we?
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Most of us probably are still friends with people who have hurt us
in the past.

In order to forgive someone, you have to separate the person from
the deeds they did that hurt you. If you cannot look at them without
constantly remembering what they did, then it will make you miser-
able every time you are around them.
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Chapter Thirty-Two
HE 1S SATISFIED

When God Got What He Wanted

hen Jesus died for our sins, God took out His anger and wrath
W on Him. He took our evil deeds and placed them on Christ
and Jesus endured the pain for us. The final result of the righteous
act of Jesus is the separation of our evil deeds from us in God's eyes.

You see, God made this place. He made us ALL. Why would He
make us and then burn some of us? That doesn't make any sense.

Mainstream Christianity often argues that people who do not
believe in Jesus do not deserve to be forgiven.

Does anyone deserve forgiveness?

Some might, some might not, but that isn't even the point of the
entire thing.

God forgave us because it was what He wanted to do!

In ALL my years in the mainstream Christian world, I never once
heard anyone talk about the benefit that God got out of this forgive-
ness. We were always so concerned about whether or not we got to
go to heaven that we failed to see that this plan was beneficial to our
Creator as well.Isaiah 43:25...

I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions
for My own sake; And I will not remember your sins.

He did it for Himself too!
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Forgiving you felt good to Him!
His anger was satisfied! Isaiah 53:11...

He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By
His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify
many, For He shall bear their iniquities.

Is God a Good Parent?

Think about it: if you are a parent, is there anything your child
could do that would make you build a fire in the backyard and
throw them into it? Of course not. Any parent who acted that
way would be considered unthinkably cruel.

And yet, many have been taught that this is exactly how God
treats His children. That He carefully designed us, lovingly gave
us life, and then, if we don’t respond correctly, He will burn us
forever.

That picture doesn’t line up with love. A good parent makes
decisions for the good of their kids, not for their destruction. And
God, by definition, is love. Love does not set children on fire.

Yes, God is also just — but justice was satisfied when Jesus
bore our punishment on the cross. God is not demanding more
payment. He is not waiting to unleash eternal wrath on His kids.
He is already satisfied.

The truth is simple: God’s forgiveness is as unconditional as
His love. At the cross, He showed once and for all what kind of
parent He really is. Even when humanity punched Him in the

face, He responded with forgiveness — all the way to His own
death.

When Hell Freezes Over
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Pigs may never fly, but think of ALL the cool things that will happen
when Hell freezes over.

Hopefully this book will help begin the cooling process.

The fact of the matter is and always will be that the concept of
an eternal place of burning punishment simply does not exist in the
Bible. It is a contrived story used by the people who made it up to
control the people that sat under their teachings. Over a long period
of time the conceptbecame integrated into peoples thinking and they
started believing it, as many people still do to this day.

Most mainstream Christian members and leaders are well inten-
tioned. We cannot blame them for spreading the beliefs of Hell. As
we did for so long, they simply believe what they were told without
question.

When you grow up hearing about this horrible place and then you
see descriptions of fire and other horrors in the Bible, it is hard not to
believe Hell is real.

As a matter of fact, coming to the conclusion that Hell is merely a
nightmare and not real was not easy for us. It took a lot of studying
as well as a lot of intense emotional soul searching. It was one of the
most difficult, yet most rewarding things we have ever experienced.

If you are not yet convinced, we don't blame you. All we ask is that
you consider the possibilities and look into it. You won't regret it.

Jumping Through Hoops of Fire!

When you know that you have betrayed a friend, it becomes very
difficult to look them in the eyes. It is especially torturous when
that person becomes aware of what you have done and is not in the
forgiving mood. There is almost always a separation that happens
between the two of you as a brick wall is built in your heads.

Sometimes that wall stays built forever and the friendship isnever
reconciled.
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Sometimes it takes years for the wall to come down as you jump
through hoops, hoping to prove to your friend that you are sorry and
hope that the trust can be rebuilt.

Sometimes, though it is rare, the wall comes down quickly.

This is only possible when the one who has been wronged is
strong enough to forgive you.

You, the one who is yearning for forgiveness, never have the pow-
er to tear down the wall.

You may wish the wall was gone, but the choice isn't yours.

Since the day Adam tasted the fruit from the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, mankind has been separated from God.

In an effort to tear down the wall that separated us from Him,
Moses was given a list of hoops to jump through.

Although many have tried, (and continue to try), none have met
the requirements of the Law. All have failed in their attempt to jump
through the hoops.

2,000 years ago, God sent His Son, Jesus to our planet to see what
He could do.

Before His final act, Jesus set the hoops on fire, hoping to make it
very clear to ALL that this was an impossible task.

Do not try this at home!

Then, just as the spotlights were focusing on Him and everyone
was ready to see what He was going to do to end the show, something
unexpected happened.

The hoops exploded.

Then the lights went out.

Everything seemed to have gone wrong.

When the smoke finally cleared, they found Jesus, dead.

Sad and confused, they buried Him in a tomb.

This was supposed to be their Hope?

Jesus final act appeared to be a failed attempt.

Death on a cross is not a typical sign of victory.

But this day was different.

Jesus didn't jump through the hoops as many watched for Him to
do.
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Jesus took the hoops down.

God did what only He had the power to do.

At our weakest moment, when it was clear that we had no hope,
God chose to forgive us.

We gave Him no reason to trust us.

We showed Him no indication that we were going to change.

If He was like any one of us, the wall would have never come
down.

The Good News, however, is that God is not like us.

He did tear the wall down.

He forgave us ALL for no good reason.

He did the unexpected and He did it in the Hour We Least Expect-
ed!

We've journeyed through questions that have challenged every-
thing we thought we knew about faith, salvation, the end times, and
even hell itself. But what does all of this mean for how we should
live? In our final chapter, we'll explore what this good news - this
true gospel - means for every person on the planet and how it should
transform the way we see ourselves, others, and our purpose in this
world.






Chapter Thirty-Three

THE GOSPEL
ACCORDING TO US

Our Understanding of the Story

e've completed an incredible journey together. We've chal-
lenged fundamental assumptions about belief, choice, the
end of the world, Jesus's second coming, and the very nature of hell
itself. We've discovered that many cherished doctrines might not
mean what we've always been told they mean. Now, as we conclude
this exploration, it's time to put it all together - to paint the complete
picture of what we believe God's plan really looks like from beginning
to end.
Perhaps there is no better way to fully explain in a nutshell what
it is that we believe than by telling our version of the main scope of
the story of our history.

Destined to Fail

Irecall the scene in the movie "The Matrix: Revolutions" when Agent
Smith is speaking with the all-powerful and all seeing "Oracle" right
before he takes her powers away from her. She had placed a plate of
cookies on the table where she sat awaiting his entrance, because she,
of course, knew he was coming. When he entered the room, he began
his speech to her. During his speech he threw the plate of cookies
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against the wall and then reasoned out loud about whether or not
she knew he was going to throw the cookies, and if she did then she
purposely placed them there just for that moment.

He was struggling with the implications of her powers.

Did he and others do what she wanted them to do? Did she control
them? Did they have free will?

Perhaps she only knew what they were going to do before they did
itbut didn't actually control them, but does her knowing everything
in advance take the free will out of the equation?

Agent Smith couldn't understand the "why" of the thing he was
dealing with. He knew what she could do, but "why" could she, and
what other implications did this have?

We believe that God planned everything.

He chose us in Christ before the foundations of the world.

He planned good works for us to do before we were born.

He wrote history in advance and laid it all out for a bigger reason
and bigger purpose.

We believe that God planned everything for many reasons, but
one BIG reason for sure and that is to prove to us His unconditional
love for us.

He placed Adam and Eve next to the tree on purpose and sent the
serpent on purpose to tempt them, knowing that they would give in.

He set it all up ahead of time, making us destined to fail and
fall flat on our faces so that we could know exactly what was pure
and evil, good and bad, right from wrong, pleasure and discomfort,
tension and release, tiredness and rest... etc.

He wanted us to know pain and suffering so as to be able to ap-
preciate the coming perfection and pleasure. He wanted us to bein a
mess that we ourselves could not get out of and He arranged for that
to happen.

He made us weak to temptation. The fact that we are tempted at
all implies that we have weaknesses.

He made us imperfect in order to show us perfect love because
perfect love loves no matter what!



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO US 253

Perfect love says "I don't care what that person does to me, I will
never stop loving them or showing my love for them."

Perfect love HOLDS NO RECORD OF WRONGS!

He is able to show this kind of love ONLY because we fell into a
state far from perfection.

Anyone can love someone who is perfect. Anyone can love some-
one who loves them back. But God proves who He is, the All-Pow-
erful, All-Knowing, God who created the Universe, by doing what
others cannot.

While we were yet sinners, God showed His perfect love to us by
sending His Son to die for us, and if this was the only way to show us
perfect love then He planned for man to be imperfect from the start.

How could we know real love without real hate, or the best with-
out the worst to compare it against!?

We could not!

So He gave us the gift of pain and suffering, toil and hard work
then the rest and rewards from it all.

Why do we have the desire to work and build and make some-
thing in this world?

Itis our nature given to us by our creator to teach us that nothing
good is free.

How about the ultimate good? Was it free?

NO of course not, it costs a lot.

It didn't cost us a lot, rather it cost Him a lot.

Itdidn't cost money or simply force God to work something by His
power and might, but rather cost so much more.

His own pain and suffering was the price He paid for you and L.

He created us destined to fail so that in the end He could express
His perfect love for you and I by designing the solution to our mess
to be something that would cause Him great pain and heartache.

How Do We Know God Loves Us?
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A child doesn't know his dad loves him because his dad buys him
whatever he wants, or buys his kids way onto a sports team or into a
special club.

The child KNOWS his dad loves him when his dad makes sacri-
fices for him. The child knows his dad loves him when he attends
every single ball game, chess match, music recital, swim meet, or
whatever heisinto, even when he could be doing something else with
his time. It is when the dad didn't buy himself the new fishing rod
or musical instruments or new body building machine, but instead
gave those things up to pay for a better education for his son.

It is the sacrifice that proves the love.

How about in a marriage?

The honeymoon period is the easy part for a number of obvious
reasons. Everythingis fresh and new and the initial excitement of the
new life can carry things for a while, but then one day the wills of
two individuals, that developed separately over a period of 18+ years
with the guidance of two very different families, start to collide in the
realm of opinions over money, time, priorities and more.

That is when love will be tested!

That is when true love will either be present and show its face or
something less than true love will show itself and feelings of resent-
ment and guilt and so many others will come out and destroy the
marriage.

When true love is present, so is sacrifice, dedication, honor, and
loyalty.

It is then and only then, and never before, that the spouses can
KNOW that they are truly loved by the other person.

God proves His love to us in that while we were still sinners He
died for us and paid the ultimate price for us.

He did it for ALL of us and, no matter what happens from here on
out, NOTHING can separate ANY OF US from God's perfect and true
love!

Itisimpossible for someone to be led astray because God's love for
that person is farther reaching than any distance the person seem-
ingly strays from God.
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Not one person on this planet can escape His love!

Itis too late for them!

He already accomplished the work!

IT IS FINISHED!

He cannot and will not take it back now, nor would He want to.

Mankind was and is way past the initial creation period which I
would equate to the honeymoon period. He knows of our shortcom-
ings, our imperfections, and our dark desires. As a matter of fact, He
Himself created us with those feelings in us and knew we would be
the way that we are.

It is in spite of all of our flaws that He decided to reconcile us to
Himself.

During a time of great despair, the likes of which had never been
seen before or since, He poured out His wrath on Himself and took
the pain and the suffering for us.

He executed judgment and grace at the same time.

That is the Judgment of the World that He was beginning to pour
out and the Grace that was the shield of Himself that absorbed the
judgment.

It was during this ultimate test of love and under the most horrific
conditions that God displayed and proved His love for us.

This is how we can know that his love is real and everlasting.

The Purpose of the Law

He gave the Hebrew children the Law in order to shed some more
light on their condition and thus make more vivid the contrast be-
tween what we were and what was considered to be perfect behavior.

Then Jesus came along and made that contrast so ridiculously
vivid that there was no question in anyone's mind that we were all
messed up, imperfect, and that there is nothing that we could do to
fix it.

Jesus didn't always teach hope while He walked the earth. As a
matter of fact He really stirred a lot of people up and only showed us
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more clearly our imperfections and the hopelessness we had in our
ability to save ourselves through the fulfillment of the Law.

He was the Word in the flesh.

He was the Law and taught the Law to its fullest.

It wasn't until after the price was paid that He became the Prince
of Peace.

God was still toiling with us until our debt was paid. Jesus said
Himself that He came to bring fire and division, not peace. He was the
Judge and was the Giver of Grace. He brought the Fire of Judgment
and took it all upon Himself.

He seemed to double talk the entire time He was here because we
did notunderstand that He was the Law and also was here to sacrifice
Himself to kill the Law.

The Law or Word became flesh and then died.

When He was resurrected He came to us as the Prince of Peace
and as the One who tore down the partition between us and God our
Father.

His gracious side overtook or outweighed His judgmental side;
therefore He died in judgment but rose in grace.

The Wrath and Judgment of God

As Jesus taught, the Judgment of the World was at hand when He
walked the earth 2,000 years ago.

On the Day of Judgment those without sin received eternal life
and those with sin were punished.

The Day of Judgment, also referred to the Day of the Lord so many
times in the Old Testament, was the day of the Cross.

Christ, being beaten and broken was carrying the sins of the entire
world on Himself. He carried them up the hill, and then was lifted up
on the cross on top of a mountain.

The sign of the Son of Man was in the sky that day, as He hung
there with all eyes fixed on Him.
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He bore all of mankind's sin on the Day of Judgment, and when
the hammer fell, Christ was the only one who had sin and He was
judged accordingly and the rest of us, who at that moment had no
sin, were given eternal life.

We were changed in the twinkling of an eye and in an instant we
were gathered up with Him.

When one died, that is Christ, we all died as it was foretold to the
disciples that they (and in fact everyone) would remain here and die
in their sins.

We were saved from God's wrath through Christ and now, since
Jesus took the wrath for us, God is now satisfied and is not toiling
with man's imperfections anymore.

Our sin was cancelled out by Christ, therefore that part of us died
when He died and now that He rose again we are all living in Him
whether we know it or not.

This was the great separation.

We are the sheep and the goats.

We are the two in the field and the two in the bed.

We are the ones who were thrown into the Lake of Fire and who
dwell in the Kingdom of God.

The Lake of Fire burned up the bad in us and refined us so that
only the good remained in God's eyes.

He did this to demonstrate His awesome abilities to be the God of
Justice and the God who is by definition Love.

We were all spared from wrath and now we all live under His

grace.

Death and Hades

Death and Hades were destroyed when Christ was resurrected.

No longer can anyone be in an unconscious state after their body
dies because the condition of death, and death itself, in fact, has been
destroyed.
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The place where the dead were kept, Hades, no longer exists
therefore cannot hold anyone in its cells.

This is the reason why Paul said that to be absent from the body
is to be present with Christ. This could not be the case if death and
Hades still existed.

Through Christ's victory over death, He destroyed it and released
all the captives that death was holding. This was the Resurrection of
the Dead. There are no longer any souls kept in reserve but ALL are
now with Him, experiencing eternal life.

The Kingdom is Here

The parable of the treasure in the field and the pearls in the field is
about us. This whole thing was never about how we could prove our
love for Him, but rather how He proves His love for us. He loved us so
much that He went and sold everything He had in order to come and
pay for the field, which is all of creation, so that He would have the
treasure held therein, which is us.

We are the pearls and we are the treasure.

He paid the price with His life and redeemed ALL of creation in-
cluding the treasure, that is we, His people, His children, His beloved.

Now the Kingdom, which is an invisible kingdom, is among us
and only those who realize it can truly enjoy it in this lifetime.

Our job is to tell others the Good News and help them see the
Kingdom around them so they too can live alife of freedom from guilt
and shame, knowing that they are perfect in the sight of God.

What Now?

Now we help others to see the truth.

We start seeing other people as God sees them.

We treat other people as equals and as fellow brothers and sisters
from the same Father.



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO US 259

We partake of the work of true ministry which is helping those
who cannot help themselves.

We help the orphans, the widows, the children with cancer, the
guy who needs help up to get back on his feet and begin life again.

We also take responsibility for ourselves and our own actions.

We start living a life that is full of respect for each other.

We start making this world a better place for ALL of mankind.

We all sacrifice ourselves to love and its work.

It is not a requirement to do so, but knowing the truth should be
enough to compel most people to begin to develop a true love for life
and their fellow man.

We celebrate humanity instead of judging our fellow imperfect
humans.

The gospel provides a great framework of how to view ourselves
and our world. It facilitates better self-driven responsibility. It allows
us to celebrate our humanity and enjoy being who God made us to be.
It gives us the ability to have compassion on other people in spite of
our differences.

It frees us from guilt and shame which frees us up to help others
around us.

The gospel provides a better way for ALL of mankind and, once
recognized, gives mankind the starting point in which it needs to
function better as a society while still maintaining our personal free-
doms and choices.

The Final Hour...

In Matthew 24, Jesus told His disciples that the End would come like
a thief in the night.

It would be sudden and would be at the time they least expected
it.

The day He hung on the cross, bruised and beaten, torn, naked and
bleeding, it appeared to all that He had lost.

This did not look like a moment of great victory.
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It looked like the moment of the greatest defeat.

Who would have thought that the Glorification of the Son of Man
would happen through His gruesome death?

Who would have thought that He had won any battle at that
moment in time?

None did, and few have realized it in the past 2,000 years since
the event.

The fact is, we have ALL come a long way since the events of the
cross.

We used to see the world as a horrible place that is just getting
worse.

If you will just take the time to reflect on the last couple centuries
alone, you will see that this is not the case.

The world is getting better and the further along we get, the clear-
er the picture that He painted becomes.

Think aboutit... If a thief came to your house tonight, when would
you realize it?

At what point would you know the whole story of how it all hap-
pened?

It takes time to figure these things out and over the past 2,000
years, mankind has been getting closer and closer to the truth of what
happened and how it happened.

Truth will notlie dormant forever. Just as in this case, it has made
itself known, and it will continue to become clearer as time passes.

The end of the age and the beginning of the next came 2,000 years
ago like a thief in the night.

It came in a way no one expected...

By the One no one expected...

In The Hour We Least Expected.



AFTERWORD

Continue the Journey

We hope this book stirred something in you.

When we began writing The Hour We Least Expected, we never imag-
ined how muchitwould change our own understanding of God’s love
and grace. What started as an effort to defend what we thought was
truth became a journey that transformed our faith entirely.

For years, we carried the heavy burden of worrying about our
friends and family—trying to save everyone from something we now
believe was never real. The relief that came from setting that weight
down was indescribable. Our hope is that you, too, will find that
same peace—the kind that comes when fear no longer defines your
faith.

This book is just the beginning. We’re continuing to explore,
question, and share what we learn. If you’d like to stay connected or
follow what’s next, visit thehourweleastexpected.com or scan the
QR code on the back cover.

We’d love to keep the conversation going.

— Aaron & Steve Essary
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